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section Two Copy (Len tL Vidney, Ohio, Wednesday, May 26, 1965 . 

Color Slides Of Byron Reed Coins 

Highlight NNA Education Program 
Spéclal color slides of selecled ° 


coins from the famed Byron 
Reed collection formed the edu- 


cational 


ka Numismatic Association Con- 
vention in, Hotel Linculn, at J.in- 
colu, wilh Al Moore, Omahe, who 
had taken the pictures, giving 
an explanation of the coins. 


Movure 


tion is now in the process of’ be" 
ing cataloged by officers of the 
Omiha Coin Club in the library 


there. Tt 


in the American Numismatic As- 
sociation headquarters. building 
elf erected in Omaha. 


Moore 


Hewitt Judd who was scheduled 
to be the spesker but was un- 
able to be present fur the con- 
vention because of the loss of 


his coins 


There were approximately 100 
slides showing the obverse and 
reverse of the following items: 
Fractional currency io frames: 


ae 


= 


propram at the Nebras- 


said the Reed collec- 


is expécted to be placed 


filled in for Dr. J. 


by robbery recently. 


—= = — = — == ie 
aan es = -—— = = 


Bryon Reed Collection Includes — : : 
Over 13,000 Pieces; Man | 


The Byron Reed collection, val- 
ved at $1% million, which is to 
be on permanent loan to the 
American Numismalic Associa- 


tion if it builds its proposed ° 


home and headquarters in Oma- 
ha, Nebr., is presently only par- 


tially displayed at the Omaha - 


Public Library due to lack of 
space, according to a release 


The entire Gollection includes . 


over 8,000 coins and medals, 1,000 
autographs and 5,000 bank notes 


amd other pieces of paper cur- 
-rency, according to the library. 


The display is currently ar- 
ranged primarily by country and 
by dale. Special emphasis 15 glv-, 
en to U, S, coins (including Co- 
Jonials), ancient Greek and Ro- 
man coins, coins of modern Kur- 
opean countries and U. 5S. pat- 
terns and trial pieces. Many. of 
the U.S. coins are in Proof. 

Among the coins in the VU. &. 


F 


series are a 1785 Immune Co-. 


lumbia cent, 1798 WashingLon sil- 
ver half dollar, 1804 silver dollar 
and 1841 quarter eagle. 
Following the regular U. S. 
teries is a display of private gold 
coins, many of the pioneer West, 
the release says. Among them 
are the 1851 Augustus Hubert 


a view of the numismatic books 
available in the Omalia library 
and aulographs from the Reed 
eotlection; a New England schill- 
ing, first coin struck in Nurth 
America. 

The restrike of Continental dol- 
lar; restrike of 1861 Confederate ' 
cemt by Robert Lovett Jr.; re 
strike of Confederate half; the 
1793 half -cent, smallest coin 
struck in U. §.; 1836 half cent 
revirike n Proof: 1848 half cent; 
1793 large cent, wreath type; re- | 
strike of 1804 large cenl; a pat- 
tern one cent piece of 1855: 
1% Flying Eagle cent, not an 
authorized Mint issue, 

1877 Indian Head cent; Mint 
errors of cupped cenis; 
quarter; restrike of 1827 quar- 
fer; a colonial Washington piece, 
the 1792 silver half dollar; 1796 
half dollar, 16 stars: 1797 half 
dollar, 15 stars; 1853-0 half dol- 
jar; the first U. S. silver dollar: 
the- 1804 dollar, “king of [oo——s—<. 


1808 ; 


the Other 


1796 


$50 octagon, Mormon coins, the 
Dubosq §5 piece and the “Pike s 
Peak” $5 and $10 pieces of Clark, 
Gruber and Co. ; 
“Among the more than 400 U.S. 


‘ pattern and trial picces are a 


number of rare and scarce 


items, the release states. 
“Many of [he (reek ¢ Ity-states 
are represented by coins in the. 
first of the four cabinets devot- 
ed.to.the Ancient world. Of par- 
ticular interest here is the tetra- 
drachm of Naxus and the series 


of coins from Syracuse showing . 


many types of coilfure,” the re- 


lease reports. 


“The outslanding rarity among 
the Egyptian coins,”” the release 


continues, “Is the silver coin of. sti} in existence, and he sur- 
veyed much land for the early 


Cleopatra VII, of which only four 
or five specimens are known, — 
“The display of Roman coins 
is particularly noteworthy  be- 
cause il represents an unusually 
vomplete collection of Roman eMmi- 
perors in all denominations.” 


‘Khe library has arranged the . 


coins of medieval and modern 
Europe in five cahinels, which 


provide a portrail gallery of the. 


rulers of Rurope, 
Included among the many coins 

of this period are “dollar-size”’ 

coins of many European coun 


rarities, 
1036 Gobrecht dollar; 1839 Go- .. 
breclit dollar as pattern and yar- 
lations; Proof restrike of 1851 
dollar; $2% gold pieces, 
types; olher $2% gold through 
1826 §2% gold, reduced 
size; If75 $3 gold In Proof; 1879 
#4 gold stella; 1795 $5-pold (two 
varieties); other $5 gold includ- 
img 1826, 1828, 1829 small date 
and 1829 large date; 1795 -$10 
Fold; 1798 $10 gold; $20 gold, 
U.S. assay offices Moffat- Hum- . 
bert $50 gold slug. 
slides included medals, 
medallions and tokens including 
the 100th anniversary of the in- - 
auguralion of George Washing- 
ton as first president; ancient 
coins; Swedish plate money; the 
larpest medal—the Waterloo 
carrying portraits of the King of 
Kingland, King of Germany, Erk 
peror of Austcla and the Emper- 





y Rare a 


tries from the 17th to 19th cen- 


, tory, Reed was a famillar and 


 eetablished the first real estate 
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lwo 


turies, to the Swedish plate mon- 
ey of 1743, the Napoleon five 
france piece issued during” “the 
100 days,” the “wild man thal- 
ers” of Brunswick and many 
gold coins. 

Byron Reed, who bequeathed 
his collection of coins, auto- 
praphs and books to the city nf 
Omaha, came as a young man 
from Ohio im 1855, one year fol- 
lowing the incorporation of the 
elty. ° 

Throughout Omaha's early his- 


-artive leader in civie affairs. He 


firm in the city, one which is 





gcttlers. 

From’ 1860 to. 1866, te was 
eounty clerk and in 1872 he was 
president of the city eouncil. In 


_ his will he also gave to the city 


most of the land on which the 
Omaha Public brary was 
hullt, The library opencd its 
doors to the public in 16}4. 





MENTION “COIN WORLD” IN 
ANSWERING ANY AD! 


A/a le 
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Cerrabas Library Board VVincaaien 


‘ = 


Possible Sale Of Reed Collection ce». 


The Byron Reed coin collec- 
tion, estimated to be worth 
more than $1 million, may be 
converted Into dollars to help 
finance a new main library in 
downtown Omaha, Nebr. The cal- 
lection, willed to the Omaha 


. Public Library by the pioncer® - 


realtor of the city in 1891, ‘con-_ 


Lajnsa virtually’ complete’ set’ of 


U.S, colnage. issued during the “ 


first 96 years of existence. of the _.» fifi” and a co 
U.S Mint) among tha 8,007 cuina” document is to 
i seated of which it is Com 


prised." 
Si soeatling to “a” by-line * story) 


. Mary McGrath, the library board 
meeting on April 12, expressed its 


willingness to sell the collection. 


for a “reasonable” price, if the 
money earned is applied to the 
proposed new library, estimated 
to cost $6 million, 

Three coin dealers who. at- 
tended the meeting said they 
wished to make a joint offer to 
buy the coins. 
Reed, who also donated the land 
on which the present downtown 
library stands, have approved of 
the sale of the collection lo Lyn 
F. Knight of Cherokee, Iowa, 
one of the three dealers, ac- 
cording to the attorney who rep- 
resents both the heirs and the 
coin dealers. 


Many legal questions remaln 
ito be answered before the 
i recently suggested proposal for 
isale of the collection can he 
‘carried oul. Roger Slanway, one 
of two Omaha legal department 
Staff members at the library 
\ board meeting on April 12, said 
‘it would be necessary to deter- 
toine if city property can be sold 
on a negotiated sale, or if it 
must be placed on public ane- 
tion. The legal staff, be said, 
will also restudy the Heed will, 


‘Milton Abrahams, board presk- . 


dent, reminded board members 


that final decision affecting the’ 
coin collection must be made by 


the city council since the coins 
are cily property. 

The board agreed to let the 
dealers inspect the 8,000 coins 
and medals with represenialives 
of the library and city present. 
The deulers estimated it will 
take two or three days. An ap- 
praiser not involved In the tran- 
saction should evaluate the coins 
for the library Abrahams said, 
adding that the city council 
would have to approve such an 
appraisal, Once the dealers 
make an offer the beard will 
make a recommendation on it to 
the city council he said, 


*"Yn discussing ~ the 
~ In. the “alts World-Herald by“ 


Heirs of Byron - 


Dealers who join Knight in 
secking lo buy the collection are 
Fred Sweeney of Kansas City, 
Mo, and Gary Sturtridge of 
Kansas City, Kan. The dealers 
and heirs got together through 


.the law firm of Morsman, Fike, 


eel and Davis according to 
‘Polack, an attorney. with 

tha m.* The ae 

“to sell was 







the library board, Heirs include 
Mrs, R. Russel] .Best of Omahs. 


dealers" 


nancial” ‘ability to .bid for ‘the - 


coitig Polack told the board: that 
two of the “dealers Iast year 
bought two coin collections with 
a total value of $425,000. Holmes 
State “Rank” of Kansas City, 
Kan.,-has loaned the dealers 
money for -pricr transactions 
and was given as a reference, 
the attorney said. 

Knight told the board it would 
be in its favor lo sell the collec- 
tion before Jate summer or 
early fall. At that time, he said 


’ a $25 million coin collection Is to 


go on sale in New York and if it 
eontains duplicates of the Uyron 
Heed collection the Reed colns’ 
value could drop. Ask for more 
specifics for the New York sale 
Knight said he learned about it 
through a coin dealer's publica- 
lion but he couldn't say whose 
collection it is. 


Several of the library hoard 
members said they would like to 
consider a public auction of the 
coins as well as a | negotiated 


—+- =e 


of. the: 5 alepet 
forwarded to- 


‘i 


S- 3-72. 
gale to one bidding group. After 
the meeting, Abrahams said he 
would place the value of the 
coin odllection at well in excess 
of $1 million, A parilal evalua- 
tion of the colns: was mace 
about five years ago by a group 


-of Omaha Numumatists. and the 


value of these coins is placed at 
$600,000, Thelr value’ has appre- 
ciated considerably since then. 
The--Reed™collection “includes 
what is considered one’ of the. 


- four. or five. best creel of 


U.S, “coins.” int the - country, 
» library director * Frank ~ Gibson 
sald. 

The heirs’ agreement is 
believed to clear the way for 
selling the coins. Though the 


Reed will stated that the collec- 
tion bs for permanent display by 
the library, it failed to make 
any provision for sale, purchase 
or exchange of the items in the 
enllection, esecording to Omaha 
Public Library librarian Edith 
Tobilt, who presented a paper 
on the collection at the annual 
Convention of the American 
Numismatic Assovialion io 
Chicago in 1929. 

The abs@nee of any such pro 
vision, Miss Tobitt obseryed at 
that time, had virtually stifled 
the future growth of the collec- 
Lion, With the exception of some 
commemorative coins and a few 
medals, no additions had bren 
made to it since Mr. Reed diced 


in 1B91. 
Miss  Tobitt did reveal, 
however, that the collectlon is 


(Continued on page 3) 
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Reed Collection... 


i re ey ey 

Paael a a 

PB bh ahd taatdl 
one of the oldest extant In 
America, having been started by 
the donor's father, whose “son 
éarly learned of the joy which 
comes to the collector 
“Naturally,” she pointed oul, 
“the boy's enthusiasm for col- 
lecting was limited by the 
limits of his income and the 
son's collection did not prow 


large, but later, because of the- 


growth of his city and the 
possibilities for making wuenicy, 
he was able to add many very 
valuable pieces.” 

Mr. Reed was not a native of 
Omaha, but came there in 1855 
from Warren, Ohio, to which his 


. father, William Reade had 


emigrated from New England. 
He becarne Omaha's first real 
estate broker, and served as 
city and county clerk from 1460 
to 1866. He was named presi¢ent 
of the Omaha city counc'| in 
1s72; served ag (reasurer of the 
first IOOF lodge, and was an ac- 
tive member of the American 
Numismatic Socicty. 

Miss Tobitt described the U5. 
eoins as among the most impor- 
tant, “representing abeut one 
fourth of the collection,” in 
number. “The earliest item 
bears the date 179%, and earch 
year following down and In«!ud- 
ing 1890, is represented by an 
almost complete group of ccins 
of each date,” she reported] to 
the ANA. 

“The $50 gold slugs, the 1875 
$3 gold picce and the 1804 
dollar, viewed by your Mfr. 
Zerbe and pronounced by him 
the most perfect of the 13 
known, are among the best 
items, .. 

“I am mentioning coins which 
this group of experts Tecogmues 
as being rarc,”’ Miss Tobitt ex- 
plained to her audience: “But to 
the uninitiated, as T may call 
myself, it is the beauty of the 
eoins which makes the strong 
appeal, and so | make bold to 
inéntion as unusual the exquisite 
rald coins minted in 1868, begin- 
ning with the $1 piece, and 


including the $2%, the $5 and 
the $10. This and the 1875 group 
are particularly attractive to the 
speaker.” 

The librarian also referred to 
more dhan 400 pattern and cx- 
perimental coins in the collec- 
tion, among which are the §50 
slug in copper, the 4 In thr 
metals and six types of “rin 
dollars. She also mentioned 35 
pieces of Pioneer gold, including 
the Mormon set, the - rare 
Dubosq $5 and the Pike’s Peak 
$5 and $10 pieces. 

Second place in the collection 
was given to the ancient Grreek 
and Roman coins. “Prominent 
are the shekel series and the 25 
types of the widow's mite and 
about 2) puld coins and 
medallions of Imperial Rome,” 
the speaker said. 

She tallicd the Byron Reed Le- 
quest to the library as follows: 
6.869 coins, 1,280 medals, 632 
autographs, 1,836 books, 1,241 
pamphlets, 615 Confederate notes 
and 2,136 other bank notes. 

The medals, displayed In a 
s¢parale case, include Prési- 
dents’ medals, Indian Peace 
medals, Papal medals and 
médals commemorating impor- 
tant events in history. Among 
the latter she singled ont the St. 
Gaudens George Washington 
medal, struck in 1889 to mark 
the centennixsl of the — first 
presidential inauguration. 

It was the Byron Reed collec- 
tion which helped to place 
Qimaha in a front-runner posi- 
lion at one point during the 
American Nuinismalic Asso- 
ciation's search for a home and 
headquarters in 1965. The collee- 
lion was offeréd to the ANA on a 
permanent loan basis, if it chose 
the Omaha site. 


“This vole for Omaha is con- 
tingent upon our board being 
able to reach formal agreement 
with Omaha representatives to 
implement the offer. they 
made,” public relations officer 
Glenn B. Smedley said at the 
lime, “The building committee 
has the authority, from the 
board, to make other arranre- 
ments if Oinaha cannot carry 
through with its proposal.” 
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*Reed Coin Collection’s Sale | 
Waits Further Board Action! 


ve Byron Reed heirs may! Col. Harry Monte : ) 

Twenelit financially if the City of | Gulfport, fies, Reed Norris of 
meena = pe Kees Coin 5}. | Glendora, Calif. anc Peed 

» ie O NEIp finance a new i . ms, 
2* downtown Hbrars, Jos os h on of Dursepe, Mew 
K cs attorney for the heirs,| Polack’ was asked why the 
ji Said Thursday. fact the heirs were tn share had 

The collection, given to the not been brought out in the | 
city in 1&9) by Reed, is valued| Présentation to the Library 
al more than $1 million. Library Board, 
) BOard members have deen} "The question was 
~" Seeking to sell it, asked,"" Polack said. 





ei 
aL | 


never | 


~~ at the board's April meetin “We. assumed. that was yn- 
Sythe helrs sent - tne | derstood, but evidentiy the | 
gag through Polack” saying ‘they Library Board ‘ didn’t under- 
= “abreed io the city's selling the 
», £9ins to three dealers, headed 
iO,bY Lyn F. Knight.of Cherokee, 


Stand,” said the attorney, whose 
firm also represents the three 
coin dealers, * 

Milton Abrahams, Library 
Board president, said the City 
Legal Department has not yet 
eiven its Opinion on whether the 
heirs’ apreement is needed to 
Sell the coins or whether the 
heirs have any legal claim on 
them. 


cc, _The board in June voled to go 
hack to the heirs and ask their 
, #éreement to sell the collection 
re “al a public auction because it 
.-; Jelieves more money. can be 
., » Talsed that way, 
uw.) -‘To Avoid Hurdle 
- ine heirs’ apreement (hac 
béen sought to avoid a possible 
lagal hurdle regarding the Reed 
, Will. The will gave the Coins, 
~‘houks and’ the land for the | 


Wrote to Heirs 
_ADrahams said no member of 
he board knew that the heirs 
had an arrangcment with dealer 
oe when the sale was 
Sh ce utown library’ with the oan thecinge a SER 
a (610 @ library be built and| “Op July 5, I wrote tO each of 
a0 oid library and coins should, the heirs Feeking thelr 
splay for as eka | Sulorzatin fra ae at 
rk public,” of Lhe auction, panting “ that the 

Polack said the heirs, throtgh | careful wieidieice 8 ort 

Sn cereement with Knight, were| public auction should he held 
’ to have shared in the income] rather than a Bale to a singl 
‘+. from the three dealers’ purchaser,” Abrahams said. — ; 

purchase and resale of the! “I have not received an 
‘collec thoy, although he declined response from any of the h : 
is ‘9 aay huw much would have directly, but I have ae 
ne aL kk learned from a representative | 
ae the rary board has of theirs of the financial ar- 

7, Gecived On a public auction, it] rangement they had with M 
‘y)) appears the heirs’ agreement to Knight,” he said. ol 
Dave the city sell thhe collection The matter will be submitted 

40 the dealers has no practical | at the board’s next meeting. h 
eee Polack said, said. ome. 

J 2 However, he said, “1 presume | Abrahams said he does’ 
Hitcsts hee thy Wf ee en oe how the board ould teel 
f: nele € cily | about giving the heir: 

Cio collection up ta public , “Tf any sevenererta a 
ae ee t will be done at a public 
=: ie fhe “heii Mg every ‘ian wil 
a wee he BUSSE! AST, OSE Know what j j mn,” con- 
3.Mite - one of the heirs, said: | tinued Abrahams, adding that 
shia’ hi geben. about this."' | the Clty Council would have to 
- oe as i or ous are Ema make any nal decision hecause 
Heed A; tes of Altadena, Calif,; | the coins are city property. 








Coin Bidder 






| Reed Coin Collection, has been 









Loses Status 


A colin dealer, believed to. be 
| one of three bidding on ths | 
| Omaha Public Library’s Byron 






Joint Offer 


The possibility of selling ng 
























| expelled from the American icoims came up at the April | 

tf Numismatic Association. | Library Board meeting whee 
Edward C. Rochette, ex- Knight, Sweency and Gary, 
ecutive director of the asso- 





Sturtridge of Kansas City, Kan. 
said they want tn make @ joing 
offer on the coms. A 

The board said it ls willing ‘§ 
sell the collection, valued ¢ 
| more than: $1 million, to hel 

raise moncy for a new down? 
town library, and agreed to lap 
ithe dealers inspect the coins. @ 

At the same meeting the 
Byron Reed heirs gave their 

approval to selling the coins to 

| Knight, according to an altorney 
for the heirs. 

Joseph Polack, an Omana al- 
torney representing the dealers. 
sald the dewlers have completec 
their inspection of the coins and 

| are still estimating the value oO 

ithe collectim. 4% 

The date-for the Libran 
|Board’s next meeting, whe! 
| more action may be taken 0 
the sale, has not been set 


clation, said in a telephone in-| 
teryiew Thureday'from Cole} 
rado Springs, Colo., that Fred| 
Sweeney Jr. of Kansas: City, | 
Mo, has been expelled for| 
Violation of the association's | 
code of ethics for dealers. The| 
association is A 
recognized organization 
‘up of dealers, collectors and) 
‘coin fanciers. | 
Rochette said that as far as he, 
Knows, Sweeney is the game}! 
dealer who, with two other 
| dealers, is bidding on the Reed 
| collection. 
Sweency Hangs Up 
Fred Sweeney Jr. was called 
in Kansas City and asked to 
verify thal he was the same 
| man bidding on the Omaha coin. 


“Find oul from some other 
‘| channels. Besides it Is none of 
your business,” Sweeney sald 
and hung up. Called hack im- 
mediately, his office said 

| Sweeney was out, 
| Lyn F. Knight of Cherokee, 
yee another of the dealers bid- 
ding on the coins, could not be 
reached for comment. | 

The association's hoard of 
directors has agreed to] 

reconsider Sweeney's case at its 
| August meeting, Rochette sald. 
‘|The review devision Was 
reached after the May issue of 
the association's journal, listing 
expelled .members, Was 
prepared. 
Voluntary Organization 

Rochette said the association 

is a voluntary organization and 

being dropped from mem- | 
\bership does not affect a 
\degler’s legal right to conduct 
his business. 

It does mean that the dealer 
rannet attend the national con- 
vention Or hist himsell as an 

| association member. 

| Most coin dealers belong to | 
the association. Rochetle said, |& 
adding that the organization | 
Ssurives LO maintain standards so J 
people can buy coins and be | 
assured of qualily. 

Rochette said the Byron Reed | 
coins are @ “fabulous collection || 

|and it is a shame that officials | 
feel they must be sold, which ° 
| probably will mean the collec- ; 
‘thon Will be broken up." | 
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000 at the 
NMont- 


25 


for the city to pay § 
f the approval, which- 


rhe proposed agreement calls 
ever comes first. 
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The heirs who have signed the 
agreemicnt are Mrs. R. Russell 
Rest, Edna R. Ayers, Harry G. 


at the Lirne of the sale or within 
Montgomery Jr., Reed 


time it approves the agreen 
The other $25,000 would be paid 


4 year oO 


zomery and Thomas R. Norris. 
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displayed for several years. lt 


Vauit. 


play al the Municipal Library, 


y said Thursday 


that he favors the sale because 
the cost uf providing the neces- 


Rary security to display it would 


be excessive. 
collection has nor 


Reed, ‘4 picineer Omahan, left 
the collaction to the city for dis- 


Mavor Leah 


lhe 


has been kept in a bank 





































- By David Beeder 
Légal clouds blocking the 
city’s sale of a coin collection 
worth more than one million dul- 
lars were cleared Tuesday by 
the City Council. | 
Before the &1 vote, the council 
heard'an offer from the curator 
of the Boys Town Museum who 
said the institution would like tp 
display the Byron Reed coin col- 
lection as a tourist attraction. 
‘Instead, the council yoled to 
pay $50,000 io Reed's heirs in cx- 
change for their release of any 
claim‘on the collection, given to 
the city in 1894 with a Stipulation 
it’ bé kept forever on display in 
thepublic library, 
-. SWigart Against 
The city’s claim was clouded 
In 1966 when the library, after 
(wo. robbery attempts, trans- 


ferred the coins to a bank vault 


Out of public view. 


the heirs was Councilman War- 
ren Swigart who argued against 
quick sale of the 8 p00 coins, 

“Suppose we have something 
precious here for generations tp 
come?” he said, after hearing 

Curator Melvin Stark of Boys 
Town, 

The vole set the silage for in- 
troduction, scheduled .Jan, 23, of 
a resolution ta pay more than 
$200,010 for a professional ap- 
Praisal, if needed, followed hy 
public auction of the coins. 

Appraisers who arrange sales. 
usually lake 20 per cent of the 
proceeds, the council was ad- 
vised by Stark. 

* Proceeds for Library 

However, most of the pro- 
cceds would be used ito heip fi- 
nanee a 36 million library re- 
Placing the present one built in 
the 1390s for $212,000 an land do- 
nated by Reed, ta 

Councilman Arthur Bradley, 
who advocates quick sale of the 
coins, Said he would introduce 
the resolution calling fof a pub- 
lic auction. 

Will the people have more 
benefit from a coin collection 
hidden in a bank vault or will 
they benefit more from a new 
. library?” he said. 

Councilman L. K. Smith said 
he will counter Bradley's resely- 
tion -with an ordinance Inaking 
sale.of the coin collection a ref- 
crendum issue in a citvwide 


front. page, MOrning World Her 


Council to Buy Title December 27, 1972 


Coin Sale Step Closer § 






aid, Wednesday, 





_, "Unique Collection’ 

. ..Bays Town’s Stark’ pleaded 
With the council against break- 
Ing up the Reed collection. | 

“It4s unique,” he said end 
urged-the council to tind other 
Ways.lo finance a new library. 

stark, who said he spoke for 
members of the Omaha Coin 
Clubsas well as Boys Town, de- 
scribed the Reed collection as 
the third best in the United . 
States, ranking behind the Eliag 
berg Tollection in Baltimore and 


















Please turn to Page 2 Col. 1 









~ City Council Agrees 
~’ Lo Buy Coin Title 


® Continued from Page | | viewed the collection as a 
te (oa youngster, told Hilt “it is worth 
the collection in the Smithsonian $50,000" for the city to get clear 
Institution in Washington, D.C.  ltitie to the collection. 
While the Fliasberg Collection | Different Age’ 
S nearly all U.S, colns ever! — ; ! 
idtod, Stark said the Reed col-| /!# said public display of 
lection has coins not found else-|cuins no longer Ls possible with- 
where. OWL Cxpensive security meas- 
It includes some dimes and |ures. | 
half dimes minted from silver-| “It was a different age when I} 
ware owned by George and Mar- patie - rec tine said. People | 
Tashi 2 Raid. didn't swipe things. 
ag yee rite Wert it On the offer from Boys Town, 
The Reed coins, which Stark |Stark said he had been author- 
helped catalogue in 1966, also in- lized to request the coin collec- 
clude an 1804 silver dollarjtion for a secure display on Joan | 
worth an estimated $100,000 ‘from the city. He also indicated 
Another coin club member, |the institution might soon ae 
Robert Hilt of Millard, also ad-|money from a will to bid on the | 
dressed the council, saying: ‘collection. | 
“Don't sell the collection until| On the proposal to loan the | 
you find out what you have and collection, Councilman John Ri- 
unicss you intend to sell, you're |tums said the cily might be . 
paving $50,000 for nothing,” lerested if Boys Town would of- 
Council President H. F. Jacob-|fer to loan the city $2 million 
berger, who said he frequently interest free, 
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Vote to Pay Heirs Puts Coin Sale Step ( Close 


By David Reeder | however most af the ras) half dimes minted from silver- 1a : fisnlay af 
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eity's sale of a coin calleeclion |nance a f4 million library re-; 414 Wasnineton, he aid 





expensive security men 

worth more than $1] indliow were plating rhe present one built in| “Tite Worth | aS | 

wieared Tuesday by the City'ts SHS ¢ or $212,000 on land du-| The Reed ne which Stari |“!*>: 

Council, ae ' fated by Reed helned catalogue in 1966, also in-| “'¢ Was a dilferent ape when 
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jheard an offer from the curator who advocates quick sale of the worth an estimated $110.60 Tiree eres 


}of the Bavs Tuwn Museum who coins, said he would introduce | Anorher coin club member,) On the offer from Bovs Tow 
|said the institution would like to (he resviution calling for a pub-|@onert Tilt of Millard, also ad-\Stark said he had been autho 
display the Byron Reed cotn col-jlic auction. : ; dressed the council, saying: ized to request the coin colle 
lection as a tourtst attraction. | “Don’t sell the collection until tion for a secure display on les 

Instead, the council yeted to you find aut what you have and |from the city. He also indicat 
) pay $00,000 to Reed's heirs in ex-)piagen in a bank vault or will unless you intend fo sell, you're |the imstitution might soon hay 
change for their release of any they tenatit tenes Peon = dew paying }*),000 for nothing.” money from a will to bid on 
\claim on the vellection, given to liprary?" he said. od “Different 258 jcollection. 

he city in 1994 with BS SHOUIALIOD| ee ar em Counc President 1. F. Jacob-, On the proposal to lon th 
it be kent hisewiiae on dicalav fa Counciiman L. X, Smith said |herner, who said he frequently collection, Councilman John | 

a5 24 tums said the city might he 
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out of public view, Boys Town's Stark pleaded 
Dissenting in the vote tn nay With the counci! against break-| 
the heirs was Councilman War. ing up the Reed collection. 
ron swWitart who argued avaimst) “It is unique.” he said and 
quick sala of the 8,000 coine urged the council to find other! 
“suppese we have something | wars to tinance a new library.) 
precious here for generations to} Siark, who said he spoke for 
icome?” he satd, after hearing members of the Omaha Coin 
Curator Melvin Stark of Bovs (Cluh as well ag Bovs Town, de-| 
rawn., scribed the Reed coilection as 
The vote sear the slave ior in-ithe third best in the Unites 
troduction, scheduled Jan. 23, of (Slates, ranking hehind the Elias- 
u Tesnlution to pay more than berg Collection in Baltimore and 
$200,000 for a professional ap-|the collection in the Smithsonian 
Praisal, if neeved, followed by Instituuen in Washington, D.C. | 
Ipunlic auction of the coins. While the Eliasberg Collec tion | 
Proceeds for Library thas nearly all U.S. coins ever! 
| Appraisers who arrange saley | minted, Stark said the Reed col-| | 
usually take 20 per cent of thellection has coins net found else- | 
| Prac eeds, the council was ad-|where. 
vised by Stark. It includes some dimes and| 

































“Coins Payment. 
Up to Counc 


An ordinance calling for payment of $25, 
exchange for clear title to the Byron Reed c 
collection, reportedly worth more than $1 milk 
ls on the agenda for Tuesday's City Cow 
meeting, 

The council has adopted a resolution call 
for two payments of $25,000, one now and 
within 12 months, to ensure the city’s righ! 
sell the collection and use the proceeds to buil 
new library. Another ordinance providing 
the second $25,000 will be introduced later. 

Reed, pioneer Omaha real estate man, wi 
the collection to the city In 1894 with a stip 
lion that it be mee forever on public displas 
the library. 

The collection was removed fromm public 
play and placed in a bank vault in 1966 after 
allempts were made to steal it [rom the libra: 

Other business before the council include 
Planning Board request for approval wo 
Douglas County sanitary landfill northwes' 
126th and State Streets. It would replace a k 
fill that will be closed for park constructiot 
li2Zth and Maple Streets. 
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Coin Buf 


By David Beeder 

“It's a great tragedy for the people of Oma- 
ha,” Auhrey Beber says. 

“1 would hate to see the collection broken up : 
and sold," Melvin Statk adds, 

“This is a one-way strect,” according to Rob- 
ert Hilt. "And you go down it only once.” 

Rebee, a rare coin dealer, Stark, a museum . 
curator, and Hilt, a coin collector, arc distressed 
because the city plans to sell a city-owned coin 
collection that has been locked in a bank vault 
cince 1966 because the city can’t afford to pro- 
tect it. 

it iy the famed Byron Reed collection, given 
tn the city by the ploneer real estatc Man in 1694 
on condition it be kept on public display forever 
in the public library. — 

Barring some unexpected turn of events, the 
collection will be seen in Omaha for the last time 
when it is placed on an auction block in 1973 to 
yield more (han $] million to help build a new $5 
million main library building. 

For members of the City Council, the decision 
ig whether to order the sale by council action or 
ict voters decide in a referendum, 


For the Voters 

Councilman Arthur D. Bradley Jr. 
council action and intends to introduce 4 
tion Jan. 23 calling for quick sale. 

Councilman L. K. Smith disagrees with Brad- 
ley and will introduce an ordinance making the 
future of the coin collection a question for Oma- 
ha voters to decide. 

Members of the Library Board also advocale 
sale of the coins. 

Refore Tuesday's City Council meeting, Li- 
brary Board Chairman Milton Abrahams called 
a special meeting Lo put the board on récord as 
favoring a sale after 4 legal question had been 
resolved, 

City Council action followed the same day 
with the council voting to pay five helrs to the 
Byron Reed estate $50,000 to ensure the legallty 
of selling the coins, 

Asst. City Atty. Roger Stanway said the city 
decided to pay the heirs rather than take the 
question to court because “we were afraid of 
losing the entire collection.” 

The Reed heirs agreed, he said, to relinquish 
any Claim on the valuable collection In exchange 
for $50,000 — $25,000 to be paid immediately and 
$75,000 to be paid when the coins are sold OF 
within a year, Whichever 1s sooner: 


favors 
resolu 


Tourists 

To coin fanciera — such as Bebee, Stark and 
Hilt — the city's plan will destroy what could 
have heen a great tourist attraction if properly 
housed in a secure location. 

Library Director Frank Gibson decided to re- 
move the coins from pubtic view after two at- 
empls were made to steal the collection. 


in one allempt on Aug. 16, 1963, three men 





Plan Fight 
ie Over Famed Collection 


bound and taped three library employes and a 
policeman before t leeing without the coins which 
‘clude an 1804 silver dollar worth an estimated 
$100,000 and two $5 gold pieces worth $45,000 and 
$22,000 respectively. 

Reed, who arrived in Omaha from Ohio in 
1955, inherited many of the old coins from his 
father, also a coin collector, 

Ktter financial success in Omaha, Reed au- 
thorized dealers in New York and other cities 
to bid for him at 18th century auetion salcs in 
New York end elsewhere. 

Other important U.S. coins in the §,00-com 
collection, which Includes foreign coins that nev- 
er have been counted, are ellver dismes Or 
dimes which were among the first coins minted 
in Philadelphia after the Revolutionary War. 

Stark, who is curator of the Boys Town Mu- 
seum, said they were made trom silverware do- 
nated to the mint by President George Washing- 
tori. 

“He ysed Martha's silverware because silver 
was hard to get in 1792 after the war with Eng- 
land,” Stark said. 































Boys Town 
Stark, who attended the coun cil meeting with 
Hilt to argue against the proposed sale, offered 
the Boys Town Museum as a place for public 
display. He said the institution would make 4r- 
rangements to protect the collection. 
Bebee and Cortncilman Warren R. Swigart 
suggested the coins might be the nucleus of a 
new museum to be Sef up in the old Union Pacil- 
ic Statinn, a grandiose structure, now empty, 
which the railroad has offered to the cily for $l. 
“it would be a marvelous museum and at- 
tract thousands of tourists if properly publi- 
elzed,"" Bebee said. 
Abrahams and Gibson dont believe the coins 
are a great attraction. 
Gibson compiled figures for the period Aug. 20, 
1983 to June 28, 1964 when the collection could be 
seen an request at the library. 
“There were 136 persons asking to See the 
coins during this period,”’ Gibson said, “com- 
pared with 292,800 persons who checked out 
books.” 


Hard to See 


Stark argues the coins were hard to see Guf- 
ing this period because they were kept behind 
iron bars and a locked dour on the library's third 
floor. 

‘You had to hunt up a Whrary employe, USu- 
ally a young woman who stood on one fout and 
then another while you tried to Iook at the 
coins,” Stark suid. “It wasnt conducive to le 
surely viewing.” 

To keep the issue in the limelight, Stark and 
other coin collectors plan to hold at least one 
pubjic showing of color slides they made of the 
coins when they were on public display. 

“We're going to make a fight of it,” he said. 
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Byron Reed collection 
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The Public Pulse 


The World-Ilerald must know the name and address of 
all writers, In some cases writera are permitted to use 
noms de plume, but writere who permit their names to he ! 
published are given preference, other things being equal | 
Letters criticizing individuals must be- sipnedd. Single. initial 
Signatures are not acceptable; use either first and last names 


or two given initials and last name. Th ' 
i a ¢ World-Ileral “ 
gerves the right to condense letters, ne 


Wrong to Sell Coin Collection 


_ Omaha. 
like Bradley, 
IS sO unique It 


It's too had that certain council members, 
don't see that the Byron Reed cuin collection 
would be a trapedy to break it up. 


i{ doesn't take a great business mi ali ! 

a publle library building isprecictea, shes ta Bene 

Collection continues to appreciate, 

80 like Every other swift move the city has made lately 
they will seize the opportunity to get a few quick dollars at the 
expense of one of the Freat coin collections jn existence. Certain 
council members probably would sell the “Mona Lisa” to fix 
the chuck holes in Dodge Sireat. 


I’m sure that if all the | 
) 2 great minds of the council get ingeth- 
er they can figure OU A Way ; “i 


th ¥ 10 raise Money for a new Jibrary 
hullding without selling the collection. : 


Richard R. Benolken Jr, 



































9 rer ' 
ote plas, 


¥ cenit) 
}- - A 
h, rib \ 




























| The city should find out how 
many coins there are in the 
and 
how much they are worth, but 
it shouldn't commit: itself to 


stlling them mnght now, City 
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Councilman Arthur D. Bradicy 
Jr. said Tuesday. 

Bradley said he will intro- 
duce a resulution Jan. 23 call- 
Ing for the appointment of an 
appraiscr for the collection. 
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Ritums: City 
3 
Shouldn’t Sell 

Reed’s Coins 

City Councilman John Ritums 
opposes the sale of the Byron 
Reed coin collection and he enld 
Thursday the city should not 
pay for an appraisal of the col- 
lection. | 

Ritums said he has received 
calls and letters fram citizens 
opposing sale of the city-owned 
collection. 

The rouncil has been told an 
appraisal would cost about 20 
ner cent of the value of the col- 
lection, and could cost as much 
as 3 per cent. 

Wf the collection is valued at 
more than $1 million, the ap- 
praisal cost would be $200,(00 or 
more, he said. 

A local coin-collecting group 
has offered to conduct an in- 
ventory of the collection, eslt- 
mated at 8,000 colns, he said. 

Ritums said he originally con- 
sidered sale of the collection as 
a means of raising money to 
build a downtown library, but 
now he thinks there are other 
ways such funds could be raised, 
notably through federal revenue- 
sharing. 

Ritums said the city should 
retain the collection and design 
the new Whrary lobby around 
the collection. 

It would cost about $50,000 to 
build thefi-proof display cases, 

Ritums said he was told, 

The city might have replicas 
cast of some of the coins and 
sell them to persons viewing the 
collection, he said. 





fore deciding 
| cisinn can be made later, he 


in Appraisal 


Originally he planned to in- 
clude in the resolution the ap- 
proval of sale, Rradley said, 
but he now thinks that the ciry 
should consider the value he- 
to sell, That de- 


Said, 


An ordinance providing for 
payment of $25,000 to Reed 
heirs was introduced to the 
council Tuesday, and a public 
hearing .js echeduled next 
Tucsday. Final action could 


be taken Jan. 16, 

If the collection is sold, the 
plana call for using the pro- 
ceeds to help pay the cost of 
H new downtown library 
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January 4, 1973 


The Dyron 2eed Coin Collection is causius considerable con~ 


troversy with cries of "sell and "don't cell". Those wiio 
would want it sold see ite value in the form of at least: one 
Million dollars for bricks aud mortar in a new lilbeary Duild. 
ins. Those who cay "don't", see a pricelesce treasure that _ 
can never- be replaced, so which side de you take? <A library, 
£00, can be a aricelecs acset to the Segoe Of a Chey ..ciacecs 
and we certainly mec a new one Gowntown, but libraries can 
be replaced, and the ‘iywon teed Collection would be Lont 
forever, and the ‘tce-! coins are, in themselves, a classroom 
Of valuable history. ia the 1970's 


Erte Omaha Librorian noted 
Chat huudreds came to see the eal lection every monti: and thar 


cedaciers of Greek und oman history unmed it as a cunplenent tay 
Cheir text boolts, The enllection is Livine history puoins back 
740 years Vefore Christ. to Antiocius the First and %toleny 
the Second, and ¢oins issued Oy ered and Pontius Yilate that. 
helved te make the “Taw Testament iistory, che reigns ef the 
“ann Eaperors march belore YOurPr Cys. was pe Tiverius, Aupu 


Stwus , 
Titus, Constantine and on and on 


In swntican history, the 
near complete collection of coins frou the first Lezsue to 
1391, make the Reed dinplay even move aunmigue. The uLletory 
of a young nation is there. Sdlver coins minted trem the 
Silverware of Martha Vacningten attest to the Strurcle of a 
youn country just coins into business, All this i+ just 
one fraction of the stories to be told. Surely, desvite 
Sccurity weoklemns, those who say “sell” don’t reslly realize 
Wieat they have before them, ¢> they wouldnatt be so jureck to 
heorive Omaha and its citizens and its future citizens of 
such a unique pict. 
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Library 
Tne C 


for a buck, take the 
™ new library 
museum and audi 
“free or for a sma” : 
Display the com cuaiec | 

Then tear down the ol 
is par 
centers, DusINess 


2nd Thought 
. On Coin Sale 
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Dooks, Ae&eD 


\re we fo lose 


civic-minded 
al center of 
af pride and inspiration for 

Che 


Museum, Auait 

] U uci SI 
-oat of neatine whe Linton > 
at the coin collection oy 
money the «ly | 
ey and remodel Ue eration sit0 

& C 

itorlum, 
| fee, as they did 
tion 1 
d Library 


kine provided downtown, {f 
Pik L , _ 
; wil] never come back 





Leahy Has 











Wavyar Leahy seid Monday he 
ig reconsidering a proposal that 
the Tyron epin callection 
ue sdld to raise mioncy for 4 new | 
downtown library. 

Causing him to reconsider is a 
report in-a business marazine 
which says that during 1972 the 
value of qumistmatic collections 
increased by 225 per cent, and 
such collections are good hedges 
against inflation, he said. 

With .an increase [that larpe. 
the city might he better off bor 
rowing muney to dOuild the ii- 
hrary und retaining the more 
than 4,000 coins, he sald. 

The sale of the coins was pro- 
nosed by the Library Beard as a 
means of raising maney for a 
new building. 

But some councilmen said last 
week they would favor setting 
aside a portion of Omaha's fec- 
eral revenue sharing funds an- 
nually to build a new library. 

Clty Counctiman Arthur D 
Bradley Jr. has allered a pro 
posed resulution calling for an 
inventory, aAgppraisal and quick 
sale of the collecuon. The aite- 
rution climinates the reuure 

ment for a sale. ‘The Hatior 
is to he presented to the touncil 
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9 prenial 
magnitude — the Byron Reed collection of rarely seen coins: 
Lhrough the enormous ioily of sanrtsignted 
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ohitt Asked ~ 
| In Reed Pact 


f= f0-7 9 

Ciry Conncilman John Ritums 
said Thursday he has asked that 
the oroposed ayvreement with 
tne Byron Reed heirs be medi- 
ied ta more than the 
Reed coin collection. 

Ritums sald he wants the 
aercement to cover the land on 
which the present downtown li- 
ufary is built, the medals, auto- 
graphs, pamphicts and books in 
the collection left to the city by 


cover 


Reed, 






The councilman said the 
agreement which the council ac-! 
rented Dec. 26 covers only the 
Reed coin collection, 

Tne cily has accepted the of- 
fer by the five Reed heirs to 
relinquish all claim to the coin 
rollection in return for payment 
of $50,000. 

Althouth the agreement has 
Deen accepted, the necessary 
documents have not yet been 
cipned by the city, Rirums| 
sid, and no payment hus beer 
made. | 

The cnurnecil is scheduled to 
tale actiun "Tuesday on an orii- 
rance that would transfer 
$24,000 to pay half the amount to 
Ite Reed heirs. The remaining 
529,000 is lo be paid when the 
coin collection => sold or within] 
one year, whichever is sooner, 
according fo the afreement, 
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Money to Reed Heirs 
Opposed by Curato 


If the city does not plan to selljlection has heen in a hank va 
Lhe Hyron Reed coin collection, /sinve 1SH6 hecause of difficull 
Il snould not pay 329,000 to 
Reed ihe curator of 
Boys Town Museum told 
City Council Tuesday. he upnoses the sale 

The curator, Melvin Stark, Rituins sought unsuccesefy 
who lold councilmen two weels to have the council postnone ) 
ago that Boys Tuwn would like til Jan. 7] action or 
tn display the collection at its ;munce thar would make $25, 
questioned the ordi- available to the heirs. 
nance that would Lransier moen- Ritums said be wanted {o 
ey to pay the heirs. able to vole on the measure, | 

Under terms of an anreement he would 5e out of the 


the i prolectingz it fram het | 
thejon display 
Wie 


j 
lic 

Fayre? 
He ay 


Councilman Jokn Bitums ¢ 


On the 


city me 
signed by the five Reed heirs, Tuesday, The morion to po 


the city would pay them $25,000 pone action loul, 3-2. lour vo 
now ami $25,000 wirhin a year orjare required for poslponeme 
at tie sale of the collection,, Two councilmen, President 
whichever would be suuner. |=. Jacubberger and Warren 
City Councliman L. K. Smith |Swigart, were out of the cl 
Said the council was toid twa|Voting aga posluaneme 
Abb 

and Arthur D. Bradley Jr, 
ing terms of stark said that accordine to 
nat displaying the large collec- 1949 copy of a numisma 
lign al its downtown library. marazine the Reed enllerti 
Payment of the heirs probably contained 6,869 coins, 1,280 m: 
would prevent the prospect of ajals, 412 autoeraphs, 1,836 boo! 
court fight by heirs over the dis-|3.243 pamphlets, 615 Confeder: 
play, Smich said, The coin col- notes and 2,138 other bank note 


inst 
Betty 
atiormcy (hat Omaha was violal-| 
f the Reed will by 




























Coin Collection 
> Is Lecture Topic. 


[~The Byron Reed coin cellec- 
‘on, which the elty {s consider- 
ing’ selling, will be the subjert 
nf a public lecture ar & p.m. 
| Friday at Local 22, Internation- 
jal Brotherhond of Electrical 
Workers, 1336 North Saddle 
Creek Road. 

Alfred Moore, 5220 Ames Ave 
nue, said the program is spon-| 
soared by a group of about 12! 
Persons Who are Interested In 
having the city keep the col-| 
lection, valued. at more than’ $1! 
mullion. 

Moore said le will present] 
the lecture, illustrated. with 100) 
slides of the cullection, 
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Leahy Wants 
oin Release 


Omaha should pay §$50,(KM''to 
Hyron Reed heirs so it can get 
release of the Reed coin collec- 
tion to the city, Mayor Leahy 
said Friday. 

The mayor said he will' en- 
courage the City Council to ap- 
prove the payment of tha first 
, 325,000 next Tucsday with anoth- 
er $25,000 to be paid later. A d& 
cision can he made later wheth- 
er 10 sell the collection, : 

Payment to the heirs first was 
Proposed to clear the way. for 
possible sale of the collectinn, 
valued at more than $1 millian. 
But since the five heirs have 
signed the agrecment, questions 
have been raised about the pro- 
posed sule. 

The Library Board had sought 
the sale to raise money for a 
ncw downtown lihrary, 

Reed left his collection to the 
cily un candition that it be dis- 
Plaved in the library, built on 
land which he also willed to 


Omaha. 
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THE BYRON REED 
COIN COLLECTION 


MUST 
if BE SOLD? 


IT HAS BEEN PROPOSED THAT THE CITY OF OMAHA SELL 

AN IMPORTANT PART OF THE CITY’S HERITAGE AND A MOST IMPORTANT 
CULTURAL ASSET ... ONE OF THE MOST COMPREHENSIVE COLLECTIONS 
OF HISTORICAL EFFECTS IN EXISTENCE. THE MAIN ITEM BEING 

THE 3RD FINEST COLLECTION OF U. S. COINS IN THE WORLD, 

DONATED TO THE PEOPLE OF THE CITY OF OMAHA IN 1891, 

FOR THEIR EDUCATION AND ENJOYMENT. 












IF YOU THINK THE CITY SHOULD KEEP THIS VALUABLE TREASURE, 
WRITE TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

OR COME TO THE JANUARY 23, 1973 MEETING 

TO MAKE YOUR WISHES KNOWN. 


REMEMBER, ONLY THROUGH YOUR HELP CAN THIS COLLECTION BE SAVED. 
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Omaha World-Herald, Wednesday, Jan. 24, 


Penict Votes to Hold Coins, | 
But Still Seeks Library Funds 


~e Omaha should not sell its By-;for the group, sald tha orpaniza-! North Ninety-seventh Street. 
thn Reed coin collection, the|tion offered its services and| Their appointments bring the|| 
bity Council said Tuesday. would make an Informal ap-|hboard to its authorized size of) 
“. But It should build a new |Praisal of the coins for insur-|nine members, It |g composed of 
Deentown library, using federal | ance purposes, \four Negroes, three whites, one § 
venue-sharing funds or some However, Grossman and |Indian and one Chicano. | 
piher money, councilmen said. Leonard Owens, another mein- 
«Councilmen noted, however, ber of the group, repeated ear-|$172,260 Allowed 
‘that they could not bind future /¢r requests not to sell the col- Roxbury SID Park 
eduncils to follow their wishes. ‘ection, A sanitary and improvement) 
. ‘ ' 
Feiain ‘he collection and  con-|Relations Board district in the Roxbury subdivi- 


struct a library was approved, ‘Adds 2 Members a can spend $172,260 to devel-. 


30. Councilman Betty Abbott) Two new appointees to the Hu-| ¢ O actena tha Che Comal cand 
pperaiond. — 7 man Relations Boord are eXx-|Tyesday, | 

€ said sie Would not Vote! pected to take office Friday. | 
Bntil she knew exactly what the Y The City Council approved | Much of the cost, = 516, will | 
‘ep/lection contains and what its) ‘Tuesday the appointments of be for construction o a swim. 
Walue is, Mrs. Abbott sald che) John Buehimann, program di. ming pool, city planner &. P. 


lnlso did not think that the coin reclor of a center caring for In- Benson told the council. 
aL and library questions |dian alcoholics, and Rurton F,| Sanitary and Improvement), 


ould be tied together as they |“Gene” Lewis, a Northern Natu- | District 124 had proposed spend- 
mere in the one resolution|ral Gas Co. employe. jing $90,000 more on the devel-| 
Bflopted by the council. Buehlmann, an American In-|apment, but ils directors were 
~eCouncil President H. F. Jacol-| dian, and Lewis, a black, are ex- ‘told by the Planning Board and 

rger said he will introduce| pected to attend their first hoard Parks and Recreation Advisory 
Eat Tuesday a resolution that| meeting at 2 p.m. Friday at City, Board to pare the costs, he said. | 
would designate a local numis-| Hall, Roth were nominated last} Council approval Is required 
fatic croup, the Byron Reed) week by Mayor Leahy. for recreational developments | 
Historical Society, to take an in-| Buyehimann, 36, ves at 3308|outside the city but within the 
/¥entory of the collection and to} Lincoln Boulevard. Lewis, 33, a|city's three-mile planning and 
catalogue t the coins. ‘hu man resources consultant] zoning jurisdiction, according to) 
ery Grossman, a spokesman'with Northern, lives at 3210'a recent state law. . 


Kary f 
























City Will Seek Title jf 
To Reed Autographs 


The city will seek clear title toiney Jerome Grosstnan told the As My whe ee | 
medals, altthographs, old paper|council Tuesday. Grossman also mtn as a New Library P-22-°73F 
oviney and otner items in the|raised rhe question ‘of- whether Mayhe 
byrng Reed collection before itlother items In the Reed: collec- hen Jacubberper’s I Omahg. 


nays $25,000 in Reed heirs, City|tion would be coverad by the 
Ally. Herbert M. ,Fitle sald'apreament with the Held: 


Tuesday. ee mae | Dr. Larry Holcomb, d‘ council 
an HEreein en already signed candidate, questioned spending 
wy ine five heirs provides that /«more than $4 million" to build 
‘hey would sign any additional a library when the'etteribr walls 
‘Brecienis MaCessary in CON \of the present builuing appeared 
rwection wilh the coin collection |i pe sound, ree 
whicn Reed left lo the city, Fitle Council Prealéani t' Jacob. 
suid ffs : : —* 
' bergcr said the Library Board 
ihe payment to the heirs isi, 2 
’ ‘thinks the ent buljdis 
vecessary to provide Omaha nr the present pullding is too 
with clear tille. a aes | 
en me mej] | Lae vate was 4-0. Councilmen 
Meunwhile, the City Council Retty Abbult, John Ritums and | 
iWpreved Lhe transfer of $25,000 . ot 


. ~~ |Warren R. Swigart.-were out of 
rom one fund lo another 10 ithe city ; tee 7 


Tequ put the Ryron R 
the People is all ripht, byt wee 


4 new lbrary. E collection 



















nake the first payment. [=< {FP -734 - Mrs. Earl Nichol (Pulse j U 
: a ‘ j , Jan. Maha 
The agreement calls for the +S bp idea: use the Union Sie has q Very Interesting and 
‘ily to make another payment of , er purposes. Thar Sounds bette On for & museum and for 
125,00 later, | NES. We should oe , 






Opment. Proceed slowly 





several counciimen have |p-| 
iicated that [hey may not vote 
o sell the coins. The sale was 
ropused ta raise money fora 
ew downtown library. But! 
‘ouncilmen lave said that feder- 
u reyenue-sharing funds might 
2 used for the library. | 

A group which calls itself the, 
Byron Reed Historical Socicty 
wOuld fight the coin sale, attor- | 























Other Ways to Build Library 


Stamp 
Keep 


Pons 14, /G | 
Lincoln. 
Disposal of the Byron Reed collectlon would be a major 
cultural loss to our siate. The numismatic collection of the 
Universily of Nebraska in Lincoln consists almost entirely of 
Ayzantine, Roman and Islamic coins. We have none of the 





youp* 
Going 


ners of the sig 

















at meni ‘ e | United States, 
a, ine ” relic society N ssing | That the Reed collection has not heen adequately exhibited 
im | |v ra re ohutian &* pose lg no real argument for its sale. We are yet unable to exhibit 
sdapted apsition * © coin col our collection here, but we shall eventually. The Philamatic 
jucit ine pyron * ee than Center at Boys Town has admirable facilities for both protec. | 
laale mS ai lion and exhibition if the City of Omaha cannot make other 
jetty 1 


arrangements, It has many visitors. There are surely other 
ways of raising money for a library without placing too preat a 
burden on the taxpayer. Jain C. G. Campbell, 


Corefor of Numismolics, Slale Museum, 











By Mary McGrath 
The Omaha Library Board 

Wednesday started changing the 
City Council's words into actions 
leading ta construction of a 
cowntown library. 

_ Moreover, as planned now, tha 
library will not include a display 
of the Byron Reed coin callec. 
fon, The collection has heey the 
center of debate since the baard 
proposed it he sold tu help fi- 
Hance & new niin library. f 

The City Council Tuesday de- 
Cided that the cullertion, valued 
at more than $1 million, should 
not he sok. A library shauld be 
built «wich révenue-sharing or 
other funds, the council reso)y- 
lion said, 


~ We should take the council at» 
face value and advise our archi- 
tects Lo proceed with the first of 
the five planning stares,”’ LI- 
brary Board President Milton 
Abrahams said. 

The architect fee for this 
phase is about $68,000, and the 
L.aunei] should be asked for that 
amount, he said, 

FS recommendations were 
adopted unanimously by the 
seven members present, Buard 
members Hbsent were Mrs. 
Richard Hiller and the Rev, 
Anthony Petrusic. | 


Asked whether a coin display 


‘Board to Proceed — 


On Library Plans 








vee eR TET 


is being designed into the a 
posed $§ million slructure, abe. 
hams said it ts not. ” 

_“Onr obligation is: tp provide 
lihrary service. The respdisl. 
bility for the future of the Ciins 
apparently now rests with a new 
Organization (the Byron Mged 
Historical Soclety)," he said™ 

City Council President HeF. 
Jucobberger has said he wilf'in. 
trocuce® a resolution next TOes- 
day designating ' the sOcicL = To 
ventory and catalog the cols. 
The society was formed b et 
froup of coin @nthusfasts. 3m 

Ahrahams algo suid po Thal 
decision on the new library'+elo- 
canon has been made, Previous 
discussion has centered on fhe 
Present Site. red 

Preliminary Planning still écn 
be done by the firmg of fel- 

Imuth, Obata & RKassabqunr* of 

St. Louis, Mo., and John Laten- 

ser & Sons, he said, i 

Clarence Teal, hullding com- 
miltee chairinan, told the board 
rhat widening and redesignihe 
the corner of Ninetieth Street 

and Wert Dodge Road will ‘pe- 

Cessilule 4a new parkinp lol Pn- 

lrance for Swanson Library. Phe 

State will pay the estimafps 

$15,000 cost of the pra oe 
The board voted a 5 per cent 

pay ralse for Library. Direcfpr 

Frank Gibson, from $1,727 a 

month to $1,818, 4 
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Smith, Veys 


Are Running 


As a lean 


By David Thompson 

City Councilmen Al Veys an 
L. K. Sinith will run as a tear 
for re-election, they announce 
Thursday. 

“While we are both indeper 
cent candidates, and certain! 
in the pust have made indepe 
dent decisions and will continu 
to so in the future, we intend | 
run in tandem and will share ¢: 
penses of this campairn,”’ Smit 
sail, 

“Neither does our tander 
campaign indicate that we thin 
exactly alike on all issues, bi 
on peneral concepts our view 
are quite similar.’’ 

Veys, a 54-year-old Soul 
Omaha grocer, will seck his 5t 
term on the council. Smith, 60, 
former Omaha police chief an 
public safety director, will see 
his second, 

The two announced their i 
tensions during a meeting 
the South Omaha Kiwanis Clu 
at Johnny's Cafe. 

‘Kecp Reed Coins’ 

They expressed peneral apre 
ment on issues facing the cow 
cil within the mext séver 
months, Both sald they oppar 
the sale of the Byron Reed coi 
collection and favor other 
nancing for a new downtown 
brary. 

Both said they oppose electric 
of councilmen by district. 

“The council's decision Tue 
day ot to locate a refuse 1 
cycling center at Twenticth ai 
Center Streets 18 a prime e 

ample of the merits of electir 
councilmen at large,” Ve 
eald. 
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Reed documents 
Show negleet 


e 
HE “OTHER HALF” of the Byron Reed Coin 


Collection is up om the third floor of the down- 
luwn library. 
You -turn to your left at the top of the stairs. 


Irun bars criss-cross ihe wnmarked doorway. - 


Bul the bars-are not locked. The door may bea 
clused and the light inside the dingy room might 
have to he turned on. 
_ First thing you see is several rows of regular- 
ly catalggued library books. There is no attendant 
tis -W afuemeeme LO Ue room. But kind of stum- 
[. al me ble along until you see the lit- 
m erary portion of the Reed col- 
lection—willed to the city 82 
mee Years ago. A city librarian whe 
we Was interested in the collection 
 —FEdith ‘Tobitt — said in 1929 


—— 


banks, 3.243 pamphlets, 615 
Confederate noles and 2,136 
J 4 bank notes. Perhaps there are. 
Riad ‘But like the more famous 

coins (6,869 of them), which 
are locked away in a bank vault, the documents 
are not.calalogued, Nothing or no one tells you 
where these things are. 

A bYlef exploration of the documents shows 
tho aulpyraph section is as fascinating as the 
Waale cottection fs neglected by its current over- 
seers—the City Library Buard and. staff. 

_ The-autographs are in’ glass sliding panels 
InSite ofa large wooden case ‘at one end of the 
. third fldor library. room, Assuming. anthent icity, 

tle content of.soime ‘of the letters in the display 





= ==. f= 


accuiréd-by Byron Reed and/or his father are as | 


interesting as the autographs on them, 

Autagraphs are primarily from: but not limit- 
ed to,-19th Century’ famous Americans. There 
is a note drom abolitionist Jol Brown to Bis see- 
ond wife-atid their 20 children that he was “con- 
fident afautimate suceess .:. but (we) have to 
be palfant.. .. ' The 1859 note-came several 
montha--before he was hunged for the Harper's 
Ferry insurrection. 


In duother panel;. John Tyler: writes to reject. 


friends" requests in 1821 that he run for the Vir- 
Eliua ie oe True to his word, Tyler did 
Hol rum--However, Tyler eventually was elected 
Vice-President and’ ‘became President. of the 
United—Stales (1841-44) when -Willant Henry 
llarrison died in office, | 





there are 092 autographs, 1,496 | 

























The:-signatures of many 15th to J9th Century 
vuropéan heads of state ure there, [eethoven's 
scrawling -hand is there. Most signers of the 
Declaration of Independetce are represented, 
Other ¢.5. Presidents can be found. 1 

President Grover Cleveland, for whom Reed's 
firm handled some.Qmaha property in Cleve- 
Jand'swilé's name, sent an 1094 note from the 
White House to pay real estates taxes of $451.40. 

Malehing sentiment of taxpayers before ands. 
since, Citrweland wrote: | eng 3 

“IT think fia. man owned property “enough in 
Omahdrit-would bankrupt hinrwith neatness and 
dispatch ’®? "Hy ‘ gee Set 

Asite-from the autographs there are at least 4 
two exceptions to the apparently mundane re- 
mainder of the Reed collection documents. 

La# Thursday, I found those twe lying put on 
a tabl@in the empty “display" room. There was 
a 1799 dodger book-of George Washington's Mount 
Vernor distillery and fishery. In the hand of 
Washimgtdn's secretary, Tobias Lear, the ledper 
has Washington's voucher signatures throughout, 
It was Ducthiased for Reed at 4 Philadelphia auc- 
tion in1890 for $200. — 

Next tothe ledger was an ornate 15th Century 
book of Gregorian Chants. It' comes from a Ca- 
thedraFin Milan, Italy. The book was purported- 
ly stolen during the: 30 Years War and eventually 
brougit té America, where Reed purchased it 
from acdealer. 7 a 

The Heleriorating Washington ledger book was 
loosely-wrapped in a piece uf brown paper. The 
medieval chant book's thick pages were grimy 
and withefing on the corners toward the front. 

DurRigsny second visit last Friday, a young 
librarian told me 1 had belter pul the two books 
away. Tul that they were out the previous day, 
he said: “Someone did a poor job of supervis- 
ing." = ae 

” Asked if T cowl look at the encased, auto- 
praphsshe said: ‘Well you really shouldn't, but 
it'l] be-all right.” 

A little while Iater I left the dusty-velvet book 
shelves piled-up boxes of pamphlets and stacked- 
up disr ay frames. 

] wWOndered ;whether this is what a dying 
Bryon dleed meant in 1891 when he willed the 
collectipn to the city for ‘display for the benefit 
of the public woder such reasonable rules and 
regulationt as ‘may he provided by the City uf 
Omahde. . 2" en a = 
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Sowa Reed collection documents 
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League Pushing for Library. 


Quick action on planning for a new public | million over the next five years, and the new) 
brary in downtown Omaha was urged by the! library building would take one-third co it” 
. City Council Tuesday after hearing a plea from Counciiman John Ritums argued that the 
'. the president of the League of Women Voters. building did not have to be paid for Immediately | 
Mrs. Emmajean Wupper of 1314 South Nine-) and that someone might step forward with a gift. 
ty-fifth Street appeared before the council to say “We'll gladly accept your check, John,” Ja- 
the league backs the use of federal revenue-shar- | ¢-obberger responded “Are you ready to write 
ing funds for a new library. we” 


“Last week, the Omaha City Council passed a Councilman Arthur, D..Bradley Jr. closed the}| 
- resolution not to sell the Byron Reed coin collec- | discussion, telling Gibson, “Let's get going on’ 
tion,"’ she said. “This year this council might | thls next week. 


In other action, the council voted 6-1 on al 
allocate a sum equal to the value of the Byron) resolution calling for the mayor, with coundil ‘an-|| 


Reed collection to start the library es proval, to designate a local group of coin gollec- 
fund." tors to inventory the Byron Reed collection wilh|| 
The collection kept for several years in a bank | oul cost to the city. Bradley, a proponent of sell- 
vault and estimated to be worth more than $1| ing the collection, ‘voted against the resolution, | 
million, was considered by the council for sale at 
auction as a way to raise money for a new Li- 
brary. The council changed its mind because of | 
numerous protests against the sale. 
Library Director Frank Gibson told the coun- 
cil the Library Buard has selected an archi- 
tectural firms in St. Louis, Mo.,—telimuth, Ob- | 
ata and Kassahaum — to make a preliminary 
study for a new building. 


‘Guesslimate’ 

Gibson sald the study will cost an estimated | 
SAA. (1M). ‘The over-all cost of a new library has | 
been estimated at $4 million. 


“Six million is a balipark figure, as any new jaings 
construction must be," he said. il ‘itG0R. 

Council President H.F. Jacobverger asked Maher e ee 
Gibson to present quickly a request for planning | 
funds and added: 

“I'm not about to commit myself to an ex- 
nendilure for a building until T know what it's 
yuing to contain and how large il will be. he et 

“Revyenue-sharing sdunds like a magical 


‘ The 
thing,” Jaucobberger said. “It's going to be $20) gwntown 1i 


puilding 


gemoatishe 
New Library Needed? , re arc 
: 1-26-73 Omaha, : 
Hues Omaha need a new library? There are several 
briunches which are nearly new. It would be better to build 
Prane hes, anyway. Tow many people tise the one downtown? 
Would it pay lO spend thal large amount? Why not use the U.P, 3 
station wrere there is plenty of parking? othe? buildings 
Why can't the Byron Reed coin collection be, placed in the iy the pistrical 
Josivn Museum? There people could see it and security is bet- , cov 
ler. A. L. M. 
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(Continued from Page 1-B) 
collection was lucky to have 25 visitors a year. 

Then in 1965 after several burglary attempts, 
the collection was secured from the public in 4 
U.S. National Bank vault for lack of adequate 
Security at the aving library, 

* i= * 

POLITICAL observers credit the Omaha 
Coin Club, until now an obscure group of S-odd 
humismatists, with turning thé popular sentj. 
ment around. 

Representative of tha group's suddenly prom. 
inent wishes gre Dick Fielding, club president, 
and Melvin Stark. former club President and 
curator of Boys Town's Phila Matic Center. 

Once it was known last April that three coln 
dealers had made an offer to the Reed heirs 
and the City Li brary Hoard to buy the collection. 
Fielding went to work seeking a home for the 
collection. He made futile requests of the Amer- 
ican Numistnatie Association and Organizers of 
the propused Union Pacific “ald West’? MUSe UN, 
In the past, efforts to place the collection in Jos- 
lyn Museum had failed, 

Pinwily, when the council announeed an Ap- 
Parent intention to sell the collection in Decem- 
ber, Fielding, Stark and Co. turned politicians to 
frevent the sale. The pair have made countless 
media appearances hey are leafletiny—“The y= 
ron Heed Coin Collection. MUST IT RE SOL Le" 
They have even formed a front Organizalion— 
The Byron Reed Historical siciety—made Up pri- 
Marily of Omaha Coin Club members with a lew 
HOM NUMsmalists mixed in. They have held pub 
lie meelings and lobbied. Sow they are counting 
voles, 

. «¢«¢ ff 

STARK figures the eoin buffs have enuugh 
council voles to pet an inventory conducted—not 
Hecessarily for sale Purposes. 

If they succeed in preventing a sale this 
year, Stark figures it wl] have been an uphill] 
Daltile for the evin club, 

~The whole problem Is that there doesn't 
seem to he anyone in the library, City Council or 
in city S°Vernment who js intéresled in the col. 
jection or antiquity,” Stark told the Sun. 

“We want to make it clear we are not opposed 
to a new library, but jt is not an ‘either-or’ sifya- 
tion. The collection would not buy much of a 
$3 million library. If we sell the collection, we 
Sell part of our heritage,” Wielding said. 

Although one of the finest collections jn the 
country (primarily for its American coin sec. 
tion). the Reed COINS have not been inventoried 
In recent years, An orivinal jnventory of the col. 
leclian jigs missiny, Stark Says. Librarian Tohitt 
bave this description in igzq: 

“The entire collection numbers 6.169 cvins, 
12.200 Medals, 832 aulovraphs, 1,838 books, 3.943 
Painphiets, G15 Confederate notes and 2,136 
bank notes,”’ 

i- a = 

STARK and Fieldings value the Colléction at 
well in excess of $1 million, A bartial Omaha 
Goin Club appraisal of the collection in 1965 put 
the American coving at only $450,000. they said, 
adding that sueh coins can appreciate LO per 
cent in value every year. 

Fur example, the 4 US. silver dollar 
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Federal Cash | 
»Might Buy 
, Library Plan 
The City’ Council Tuesday will, 
consider appropriating $68,000 in 
federal * revenue-sharing ' funds 
fac achematic plans: fora +new | 
downtown library." "5 "5" 
The money was requested ‘by' 


the Library Board. It: would be 
taken from the $3.90. million -in 
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Cinaha lhiayor Cools 10 
Sale Of Reed Collection 


Sorne Numismatic homework’ 
has cause? Omaha's Mayor Lea- 
hy to have some sccond thourhts According {a a counell mer. 
atynn breaking up the world- ber, (ie council had herr advised 
famons Byron Heed collection werlor te ot sssictany city altar. 
snd selling it at auction to raise Dey thi Oiesha was sioiting | 
funds for a new downlowD fhe ‘errs of tw Byron Raed will | 
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| Resarded eg the third most able for miriie display in the ty in. 1972, 685 
| complete collection of U.s. coms downtown jibrary. ‘ The board has selected Hell- 





muth, Ohata and Kassabaum, @ 
St. Lowis-based architectural 
firth, to work with John Laten- 
ser & Sons.of Omaha in’ design-| 
ing the building.’ It would .re-; 
place tha present. .atructure, 
built in 1894, © 
| Council President H.F, Jacon- 
berger asked last week that the 
board submit information on the 
size of the building and what it] 
‘would contain before the city] 
) would commit funds. eT fg 
The: council will conduct a! 
hearing on a request to rezone 
property northwest of 120th and) 
Anne Streets in the Millard area, 
for a shopping center’and a 
service station, : 
| The proposal has drawn pro-| 
tests from some area residents 
iwho said they were not told about 
plans: for the service station 
when the shopping .center was 
explained to them, ~ rhe ahe 
The council also will conduct a 
hearing On an Ordinance that 
would place the question of se¢-| 
lecting 12 councilmen by district 
jon the May 15 general election 
ballot. Voters would decide on a 
| proposal that is ncarly the same 
as that contained in LB WL, 4) 
|measure belng considered by| 
ithe Legislature. — 


in existence, the collection was The payment af the heirs, this | 

presented ta the city in 48M bY mmaber said. probably erate 

| the Jale pioneer Omaha _ real prevent the prospect of a ' t | 
estate man, wilh the stipulation [A ocelr 








é = ea 7 i lie Bh he Ure ert, Lak i cpa hw fate ' 
that it be kept forever on pubic collection at all. 


| 
: "display in Lhe public library. %.lvin Stark, cura‘or of near- | 
| in i%6, afier two altemplsS he Bors Tay r cei 
had been made to steal the col- —~ ce we Museum, exes 
lection from the library, it was i) maet 
decided that this provision was sed the opinion at 2 councl! men 
tuo difficult to live with, and the | jng, however. (at counell a 
million dellar enllection disap- | not make such an apreemen” a 
peared from public view and in-| the heirs. He 's on record ‘at 
to 2 bank vaull. having sought the display 70: 
After receiving an offer from 


ors ‘Town. ite eB ai 
a proup of three Midwest com Since this mecting, sever: 
dealers, city council members 


= 5 = 4 
concilman have ent they would 
fall into accord, that selling the 


Inver sciting asic a portion of 
eoliection could readily raise | Omaha's fogeral revenue shar- 
funds [or the prajected rev 


int funds to buiid the new 
lihrary building. Sieps em under | brary. . 
a to secure en hea the Councilman Arthur nD. Brodicy 
five Itecd heirs, so that the | Jr, has aliored 4 proposed 
coins might be seid to raice | resolution to he presented al ae 
fuss. | payneil’s January 23 meeting. 
In some recent reading. | which orininally called for an Me 
newever, Mayar Leahy learned | veniory. appraisal and quick. 
tat during 1072 alone, the value | gale of the callection. 

c{ nurnismatie collections im | ‘The alipruijon eliminates oe 
creased by 25 per cent, and requirement for the quic! 
that such collections are good | sale.” 
hetwes against inflation. ! 

He reasoned that with an it 
erease that large, the city might 
te better off borrowing money 
49 tnilld the library, and retain 
the Reed collection, 

Hypa city’s Jibrary board hed 
eygcomed seiting Use collection 
orianiy, and the sucdestion 
found rpenert at first amor 
most of the councilmen; though 
syen  yuimicmealists pegistored 
sliong objections to the Bild. 

cops were taken at an oe 
couneit seston to Se'nre clea ) | ! 
title to the evilection fier ihe i wait goard sell Aaprary'® . oes ht onctl| ort 
curving Reed heirs: a resolu- | piprary ‘© acit he aech at ve C s 
jien ws pagal fo Tn tieer ; ing 2 Ww ‘1 
heirs @ sum Gh Fates noe and | 
eos pag owithin 32 menins, 1 
wittch titae m1 sale ¢nuid pave 4 
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campus of the University of Ne- 
braske @t Omens. 

“Ite -strittiv in the cxplor- 
atory stapes, and there is now- 
ing solid yer,” he said. 

Leahy said he does not Oppose 
moving the lintary away from 
its present site at Nineleenth 
anc Harne* Streets on land that 
Was piven to the city br the late 

-diyran Reed. 

Locating £ new Horery clase 
te & downiown caminur wouid 
make it easier for ine Hbrart to 
serve mitre Oedp)e, Leany said. 

WO Gevisionh has beer rencned 
OL @anower campu: elinaguech 
tna’, (OC, Nas peen Silefesicd as 
per: al tle riverfront ovei- 
Opmen. Drogrem. Tok campur 
decision. Would be mbue by thea 
Boare of Regents,--the mevo 
suis, 

The ree being. cansioerec fo: 
> library is wear e thres-hinch.- 
wide plazs south of Lode Street 
Thet woula extend from 
Fourteenth Strect .east tu the 
rivery: al 

The Cite Courcil jast week 
provided $6y,000 si: Jeqerul reve- 
nueshering jundc for prelimi- 
nary plans loo whew gowntlown 

‘Jibran 

Leahy said he thought that 
poy plans could be mocilied 
WiLhOul too much difficulty to fit 
‘a Kite other than the -present 1i- 
hrary location. 


























By Sam Thorson 


continued to crumble on its founda- 
tion. 2 


The board’s solution could not 
have been more natural: sell the 
roms, which no one scey anyway, 
thereby raising funds toward a new 
56 million downtuwn library. 


That proposal, offered lgst 
rqsuluner, was met wilh a storm of 
objections from Stark and other coin 
fanciers organized as the Byron 
{Reed Listorical Society, Their con- 
tention —- selling the coins tu build a 
‘brary would put Byron Reed's cart 
before his horse — won the lay: the 
jetty Council, after first approving 
the "> sensed a public groundswell 
an ersed itself on Jan. 23. 

lronically, by losing the battle. the 
library board appeared to have won 
the war, 

In forbidding the sale of the collec- 
Stion, the City Council resulved that a 

new library should be funded with 
srevenue-sharing money or some 
olher alternative. The next day the 


e 





Melvin Stark, Boys Town 
coin-stamp expert. 


Omaha’s Unseen 
Coin Collection 


Has Attraction for Fourists, 


it Won't Be Sold to Pay jor 


linrary board decided to advise 
architects to proceed with $68,000 
worth of initial planning for a new 
downtown library, a move which had 
been pending for more thun a year. 

Two weeks later, the Council for- 
mally coughed up $58,000 in revenue- 
sharing funds. 


Both Gibson and City Council 
President H. I, Jacobberger say the 
coin controversy had nothing to du 


-With the long-sought initial ap- 


Prupriation for the new library. But 
Stark takes a different view. 


lle suggests that the.defeat of the 


board's proposal might have worked _ 


'0 its advantage — bringing the 
library problem to a head by 
ilrawing atlention to the cvin collec: 
Lion's neglecter state, and the lack of 
a safe and suitable place to display 
it. 

“it might have taken two years till 
these coins hit the market.” the Boys 
Town curator said, vbserving that an 
auction would have required art 
exhauslive inventory and appraisal, 
and the preparation and distribution 
of a sale catalog. 

“I think Gibson's going to yet the 
library sooner the way he's going,” 
Stark remarked, “I think we did him 
a favor," 

Nu one can predict whether the 
hew library will include display 
facilities and security devices for 
exhibiting the collection with the 
prominence it deserves, because the 
library is only in the space-planning 
stave. Gibson says only that “if the 
City Council directs il, I'm sure the 
coins will be on display in the new 
building." 

But. the librarian adds, “I think lt 
would require an alarm syslem and 
armed guards. It gets to the point 
where it's really dangerous. I'm real- 
ly surprised they dicn't take us when 
we had them here." 


(ither possibililies are under dis- 
cussion. Onc, advanred by Omaha 
rare coin dealer Aubrey Hebee and 
City Councilman Warren It. Swigart, 
would he to convert the Union 
Pavific Station into a historical 


and Burglars; 
New Library. 


Omaha Libraries 
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ght) and assistant 


director Edward C. Newman with the 1804 dollar which is 


shown at the top of this page, 


museum, with the Heed coins and 
artifacts as its main attraction. 
Union Pacific has offered to sell the 
building to the city for $1, 


stark has offered the Boys Town 
Mhil-a-Matie Center as a place for 
public display of the coins, at least 
until a permanent home is found. He 
said the institution would make 
arrangements to protect the collec- 
tion. 

While the coins remain temporari- 
ly homeless, a battery of local coin 
duthorilies to be selected by the 
Mayor will soon begin ‘attributing’ 
(identifying and eataloguiny) the 
coins, at the behest of the City Coun- 
cil 

It Stark is selected, it will be his 
second such endeavor. He helped in- 


ventory the Armerican coins just 
befory the collection was ntared In 


the bank vault, The U.S. assortment. 
comprising about a fourth of the 6.- 
869 coins in the rallection, accounts 
for most of its value. 

That project alune took “five or 
six of us three livurs a night, five or 
six nights a week for maybe six or 
Pight months,” said Stark, trying to 
give an idea of the scope of the job 
ahead, 


The American collection Includes 
nearly every coin minted hetween 
1794 and 1890, making it as nearly 
complete a U.S. collection as any in 
the country except the Eliasherg 
collection in Raltimore (which is 
compicte) and the Smithsonian 
collection, Stark said. 


However, he observed, "Reed 
Waal | slriving far a complete collev- 
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Omaha 
| The million<lollar Byron Need 
| coin collection, ils [uture apparently 
safe from the suction block, could 
eventually became Oniaha's counter- 
part to the San Francisco’s cable 
cars, New Orleans’ Mardi Gras, ‘st. 
Lauis' Gateway Arch or the New 
York City’s Statue of Liberty 

“Sure, it’s nat going to become as 
famous as the cable cars or the 
Statue of Liberty,” acknowledges 
Melvin Stark, curator of the Boys 
Town PhilaMatic (philatelic 

numismatic, or stamp-coin) Center, 
| But it's unique for a city to own 
valuable coin collection. I think it 
could be a good tourist attraction il 
it were handled properly.” 

Stark, whu is also a member of the 
Omaha Cuin Club, led the reeent 
fight to keep the million-dullar coin 
collection intact and in Omaha. 


Stark and other local coin experts 
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apreed that the collection, featuring | 


the country's third finest array of 
U.S. coins, was historically and 
numismatically too valuable to sell 
— as had been proposed last 
summer by the Omaha Library 
Board, 


Consider the plight of the Library 
Board, which has for years borne 
two millstones around its neck — 
both placed there by a 19th century 
real estate man and antiquity buff 
named Byron Reed. 

Reed carelessly but unintentional- 
ly the presentlay board's problems 
by peremptorily dying in 1891, 
leaving his extensive collection of 
coins (as well as banknotes, 
autographs, books and. rare 
rnanuseripts) to the city, along witha 
parcel of land at 19Lh and Harney. 

There was a catch, you see, The 
city had to build a Itbrary or art 
gallery on the land to display the 
eoing and artifucts to the public. 
That it did, and the coins and al 
tifacts were placed ina sleel-encased 
room on third thoor 

The library was a beauty in tts 
time. But now it is 80 years old, uver- 
crowded, and generally regurded as 
a disgrace. For years. Une board's et- 
forts to gain rity funding to replace il 
| have met wilh no success 


The other millstone is the e 
collection itseli, which persists 
becoming more valuable every ye 
A fabulous numismatic treasure. | 
valued at from one to three milli 
doliars — although Sark says 5 
couldn't pul it back together ever 
you bad $90 million.” 


Thal makes it not only a poten 
tourist atlraction, but a burglar 
traction as well. Two robb 
attempts in 1963 and 1965 convim 
library director Frank Cabson ; 
thie library board that it was sim 
lou allractive to display any lon 
— al least not without secu 
measures beyond the boar 
budwet. 

So since 1966, the coins have b 
kepl unseen and unapprectated | 
bank vault, gathering dust 
market value, while the library 








































By James Bresetle | 
Operating deficits are com- : 
dn amon - mrustinia. Get Modern Art, said several paint- 
‘selling art to relieve such defj-|/483 and sculptures [rom the 
' |Mmuseum’s collection were sold! | 
|about four years ago, before he| “‘!'m nut againse the selling of] 
| became director, to get rid of aj works of urt, but only if the| 
}funds go to Lhe purchase of oth- 
rer works of art. It’s a tricky! 
“I forget what the figures! thing, bul if used intellipently it 
nul in-\can he used to upgrade the col-) 


‘its iS NOt so curnmon and can 
he unWise, a majority of mu- 
seum directors conlucled hy The 
World-Herald said Friday. 

The five dirertors, all but one 
Ht Museums with budgets in the 
Sane peneral range as Joslyn's 
lO comment 
recommendation by the Joslyn 
board of trustees’ executive|Udget of about $650,000 a year/all too often see selling art as 
comimiltee that art from the|40d Jast year had a deficit of|the Casy Way out instead of pect- 
permanent collection he sold to|¢lose to $150,000. 
raise $1 million. 


were asked 


meéecting ‘luesday, 


Continued from Page 7. 


hon [ don't think he paid much 
utfention to the munt marks.” Only 
one mint mark is present for each 
yeur amd denomination, Stark said, 

The best known item in the collec 
on is an 1804 silver dollar, widely 
vonsidered the finest of 14 remaining 
specimens. The 1804 dollar, actually 
Hunted in 134 to coniplete a coin 
series prepared as a gift for the King 
Of Stari. is worth as mueli as $100. 
O00 

Other American coins of com: 
parable rarity, ulthough not sy 
lars or Valuable as the prestipious 
1604 dollar, include twa $5 gold 
pieces of 128, one with large type 
(one of five uf its kind) and the other 
with small type (one of sixt: an [841 
(uarter-eagle, a primf-condition 1873 
M4 wold piece, aml several $50 gold 
Slugs 

Other rare American coins include 
Marman and Dubosq coins, 
lerritorial gold pieces and San Fran- 
eisco U.S. Assay Office gold. Alsu 
among the U.S. coms are some 400 
“patterns” and experimental coins. 


The rest of the coin collection {s 
sumewhat mysterivus, although 
descriptions of it have appeared in 
print. ‘They really don't know 
what's there because it hasn't had 
any care,” Sark said, “The original 


Pasadenu, (Calif., 


deficit, 
Were, bute it 


on a 


The money 


endnw-! sey. 


zy 


William Agee, director of the 
Museum of 


$650,000 Rudget 


| was 
‘|substantial,” Agee sald. 
Ila said the museum has a 


Inventory was lost many, ihany years 
ago,” 


Modern European countries are 
well represented, according to a re- 
cent library handout, but the South 
America collection is very small. 
Comms of ancien! Greece and Rome 
include the shekel series and the 25 
types of the “widuw's mire" One 
rare Homan coin reportedly. bears 
Uie protile of Cleopatra, 

The remainder of the Byron Head 
collection. still areessible to the 
public on Lhe (hind floor of the duwn- 
town library, includes these 
highlights. 


—An aulographed poem by 
Robert Burns, 

—autographs of Henry IV, Charles 
VII and Louis XII of France: 
Napoleon; George Washington and 
Abraham Lincoln, and many signers 
of the Declaration of Independence 

—Musie scores and letlers written 
by Beethoven, Haydn, Rossini 
Pagumim and other famous com- 
posers: 

—Over 1,800 books, including what 
is reportedly a first-edilion 1653 copy 
uf Izaae Walton's The Compleat 
Angler, and a 1561 ropy of John 
Calvin's The Institution of Christian 
Heligion: 

—and 2,731 banknotes, including 
HS Confederate notes : 


a Art Directors: Sale Possibly Unwise 





do. 


fleclion,”” he said. 


ng off their duffs and voing out 
Joslyn’s burlper this year is) 4nd THising some money, which 
wauld he invested to ‘‘buy time’ ahnur $500,000 and a deficit of jis their responsibility, 
lo organize a fund drive to in-| $74,200 is anticipated, officials! 
the museum's 
ment so iL could operate without 


Ugiicit, officials sav. 


/to the museum. 


‘A Tricky Thing’ 


“The problem is that trustees! 


“No one thinks of the Junp- said, 
term implications of it — the 
some officials recently sup. Violulion of trust, the destruc- 
gested the Pasadena museum|tlon of confidence amoung coliee- 
The recommendation will bejagain sell some art lo relieve|/t0ls who might potentially give 4 Piease 
discussed by the full board at ajthe deficit, Avee said. 


' Sul we put the jid on thal.| “They keep that (selling) up) 


Omaha Library’s Coin Collection 


Hyron Heed, who came to Omaha 
from Ohio in 1855, inhertted much of 
Lhe collection from his father, After 
luilding a prosperous real estate 
eontpany Ural still hearse his name, 
he authorwed dealers to hid'for him 
at New Yurk coin auctions 

Reed, wrote an Oimaha City 
Librarian in the 1920s. “pave to 
maha the present library sale: 
deeded to citvens of Omaha his 
Valuable collection for all tinve. no 
purts therenf ever to be renioved 
wid provided that the public shall 
have access park or all of the time 
iree of any adimitlanre charge, ac- 
carding to his will made June 4, 
ia#t: Abraham L, Reed. trustee." 










































It’s just unacceptable. It's just'!ong enough and they'll be ver 


the worst possible thing you cun) Concerned, because ne une’s pe 
=a ing to sive them anything, no 


even pichures to sell. It's 
ithortsichted,"’ Agee said. 
Unpopular, Beneficial 


in Glens 


linanciuly beneticial 
The museum consists of 


such Renaissance 
Rubens. Rembrunal, 
Bolticelll and Da Vinci, 


“Our hidprt is $97,000 


and a Bracque. 


oo 


Rut A. Morton Ravch, actin 
diccctor of the ilvde Collectio 
Falls, N.Y., said hi 
nuscurn's sale of works in 1h6! 
witle highly unpopular, prove: 


former home and private colle 
tion of a prominent Glens Fall 
family and includes warks b 
Masters 
Titlar 


Raye 


year, but we were nol unywher 
near Liat m 1968, when we sp! 


Please turn ta Page 3, Unf, 1. 







City Council ' Told | 
es 


Heirs 


Although the 
CO Nay $50, 00 to 










Cily has 4éreed' (0 the heirs at the 
the Byron Reed! Agreement und c= py, 
es . Ni dnd eo?! tM | yer , 
heirs fy Clepyr the way for Sale n¢ later or when ae ie ane 
he Bane. Cee eee On ee CuINS were 
the Reed ©Oin Collection, jj dows| “Ot Whichever js sooner is 
not have to sal] the "|, The agreements w; 
ee EE Collection = er eo, With the heirs, 
&ccording lo City Atly. Herhe "}40 not caver the land on which, 
M. Fi “tt the pres wn library ic 
. Fitle. |, Present downtown library js 
The City Coun. i sked Fitlelian eee Property that Reed also) 
ala last year whether the agrec.| “the “tawny? Fitle can | 
ment with the heirs Would re-|arney aod at Nineteenth a ‘i 
itive the gale. ‘The ae “-Hatney Streets still helon hae 
Twesda ¥ presenteg another's" Clty wider the condition thay 
pereement signed by the five'so 7° U8ed for the library, he 
sits Which Stated that the City Said. ' 
VOUld nor be reqyulred re 
lO se€[] Ihe 
COlection, — 
; Was NezOtintead Inst Veur “the 
core td Considered selling the 
Collection to raise nianey for 2 
new Jowntown libra ry. 
lemowever, a Inajority of tha| 
| uate, sey Indicated Since then 
at Wiey favor retainine tha .. 
| ection, aining the cpl. 


_ The city agreed to pay $25 ong! 
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The author 


Robert M. Varsell holds degrees in English fram 
he University of Miami and the University of Netiray. 
mn af Omaha, He has tight ot Navld Clty wed West 
Polnt, Neb., the College of SL Mary in Omaha, Burcn 
‘College and Pakula Westepan University tA South Dakato. 
Currently, be io 2 free lance writer and private tesor. 
Mr. Vassell ig also secretary of the Ayreon Peed Hist. 
orical Soclety. 


Tit Byron Raed Celiectton — the same one the 
City of Omaha ance prapmed lo sell — Is more than 
just g cole eolleciion or a baoch of booles: t's blstory 
in mé@crocosm, 

The ¢ity, after podlle opinion agains! surk « sale 

‘Teached a hleh gileh, changed Uh mired, 

But tho surgestion to sell beeught the need to place 
the collfectizn in 2 permanent place on public display 
fate Ce spotileht 

Agd what iy the Byron Reed Coffertton? Preetecly 
It tas 6,849 coins, 128) medals, S32 aytcgraphs, 1396 


bocks, 1,24] pamphlets, 15 Confederate bank notes and 
2,136 other bank toles, 

The eoles ff (le ealleetion tell steries of Wosliory 
— many phases of recorded history, from Greeca ard 
Home through the loth century Ewropean Wars anc the 
Hirth aod growth of the Tnited States, 

Cleopatra's sflver tetradrachm-dler robe, ijerls 
of great rarity, reveal a woman of extraordinary plala- 
ness, Liizabeth Caylor. ee 
Coles from @arly Pama sow a pelt who henar- 
et thele gals, forlly We, patcioltsen ped nbhore viet, 
The character cf a pecole {s exemplified io their coin- 


b 





‘The price of Athent wan symbolized by an owl, 
Corith wel Poeicus, Freon tie slanpaldt of geste. 
tices, (re plovectle in cotrare was doring the Grrelon 
Fine Art Period, 459-290 D.C,, when the muscular 
eucters of man and animals was falthfolly delineated, 
such later slewing Hereotles wrestling a Vim, 

The degeneration of a cult:re seems colacidental 
with the debatement of (he metal used fo the ccins. 
Caratalla's “clad” cotrage moved fron cosper cores 
sani wicte beltwren Giver fo less and fess sliver om) 
more 2nd more cover, 7 

Cotns Issued ty Fonthus Pilate, fered and Agrippa 
bens witnecs to Biblical history. The famous "widow's 
qmite™ ts telnet 
All of the early stazes of minting, from Croesus 
“On, aré renreseaied Ln the coliecticn. 

Fnrcpemt history is reprenentet, too. Coins striek 
for Popes tnnocent, Bevetict, Clemect, an the crowned 
heads of Europe, are contalned in the enllection, 

Perhaps the St farncus piece in the European 
serflun fo eof Yerking 
Gece Mates € enti 1). Casts were male from copper 

elecirelypes of the dies. 

Renedetts Pistruce!, a highly controversial and 
talented medotiic sculstor, was commissioned by the 
Pilice Rrpeal of Eneiantd (George [¥} to commerate 
Wellkyton's eletery over Noroleon. Plsxtnircl labored 
from 1317 te i¢52 tocreate tu: in elt téeg for Ihe mental 
Rat never was struts. Recause fe original dies were 
considerrd eatrenety rulumole, tt was felt Chat tye die. 
hanhntep process could gamare the trreplaceable art: 

_ work wf 'bletpethres veare. 
: On the obverse (Fla'y 1), gee the foor soveselns 
Woo allies & o-fitleas Napoleon, From lef, the Frince 
( Regent af Fopghet, Fraocte fl of Austria, Alexander | 
of Ressty ard Frederick io oat Proesla, Sarecuntinge 
_ the monarchs is fe fale of viclory folleaed by perce, 
tod throweh to allegnetes) gee of ¢lagstes) or vthotorcy, 
iClockates are Apnlin, Zephyr, Heresies, the Fates 
ai Per Parles, Toeria, Castor and Fathve, 

The reverse (Pla 11) hen the commawies Well. 

ington ant Ducher oo farwbock with Vielors lelwreen 
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The Byron Reed Collection 


- more than just 
a collection 


by Robert M. Vassell 


them. About them, cineteen titana representing nine- 
teen years of war with Sapoleom wre being fel’ by 
thre thomfertolts of Sopiter, 

The mare) of American history and the ¢evelon- 
ment of American minting techniques are stnen ‘rs 
eolne from the extrememly rare, yet celafterty crude 
(by todar's standants) New Fogler’ Shilling of 1642 
Seer Flay OT tie fleet enin stegee ia North Americ q, 
ln Armustus Sgini<Gauden’s beantitul George Washiacton 
medal, commemeoralicg the ona-hbedretth anniversary 
of the Inanruratian of Washinetm, (TAS-LE8 8 

“al Worth a Continertal” never was a pood adore. 
The TG dated Contrantal dollars, palteris joie eel 
teyer were elrenktoel, were the first sfWer dollars 
orftedt ty the Oniled States. The Reed Collection fea. 
tures a fine pewtor specimen ef great rarity See 
Plate Iv). The otverse stts "Atlod Your Beestnesy 
The reverse gheran Mirteen Hinks tn w chain, resre- 
feeling Tie orleinal (hirteen states, surroanding the pro- 
elamatinn “We Area Cre", 

Civil War money includes restulkes of te 16! 
Confederate teot (Sen Pinle VV) ant tie dnliap, The 
cert teeitikes were mate by Peowrivaniss Pebert 
Lovell, Jr. Fearing arrest br Unlon forces of charges 
of treason, Levett sequestered (he dies and coine in his 
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basemen, Cabr, a Captain (faveltine purchssed the dies 
at tile restrikes ta capper, sliver, and gold, The 
lulve: were struck ln New Orleans. 

D¥roa Reed purchased the falmtimy 14d stlver dotlar 
for S31. Numtamalists have estimated this oe coin's 
value as high as $107,000, beeguse of ite preal rarity, 
Minto and various facts tndieate that the 104 was 


Struck’ éllber in i604 or between 189425, The obverse 
features the best of Liherty eth flowing tale Gre 
Plate ¥i). 


Then there are autographs of various eirners of the 
Chvelaration of Independance, of Prasidouts, authors, and 
Tmasiclans, race bok ey nmisratiss, aed olber 
Precious dosnersin, pumrblets, coins, medals, bonds, 
drafts are! rorrecy. 

Wit ‘ast citings, the Byrca Heed Collection forms 
a priceless part of cur fistory, teritepr, aut cullure, 


: The Metro, Febr. 28, 1973 
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The Omaha City Library 


“director; Frank Gibson, recently 


admitted to a South Omaha Sun 
reporter, that the library “‘ob-... 
viously” was “having some prob 


Jems” | in maintaining the 


Redd coin collection. 


A recent plan by the Library, 
Association to sell off the Reed 
numismatic collection which was 
willed to the library in 1891, Was, 
suocessfully thwarted by the. 
Omaha city council. The resul- 


-tant ..controversy tended . to 


 kinidiln ‘interest on the collection;, 


~ displaying it. | 
Together - wilh one of 
* world’s most complete Bind 


_ presently in a disorganized 


| “Tauch public interest in the Reed 


— 


displayed as possible,” © the. 
library director conceded. 9 — 


= 
—— 


which has not been available: ‘for’ | 
viewing for some years, due to 
security problems posed bey 


tions of U.S. coins, the pioneer 


| Omaha real eslate baron -left- 


the library some 632 autographs,: 
1,436 numismatic hooks and. 
4,243 pamphlets. These | are: 


siate,, hecause, according Lo Gib-; 
son,“there has never been 


documents, and the library. has. 
not had enough staff to nee 
the. eollection."’ 


“Only the autographs — hosed: 
ina. wooden display case iwith 
sliding panels — are “as! well 


“AS Sun photographer { who’ 
‘visited the library's third-floor’ | 
‘eoilection room came away with | 


pictorial evidence that ‘more” 
historical items than those® in. 
the Reed collection were’ 


fering. A ledger of George Wash- | 
ington’s Moun t V ¢ rine, | 


“shal, and a J5th ealiry, Book! 
oe i ee see 


«distillery dating from 1 
fourid ‘Tying @skew on” a 


COIN WORLD, Wednesday, 





iiaed Coins Pose Library Probleneee 


of Gregorian chants was found 
atop a box on the floor, its 
hand-painted pages curled with 
misuse. 


“In. defense, of , the conditions 


‘that: “prevail in” the: - collection 
literary portion of the aye : 
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Gibson noted that last a oar he 
requested $8,868 to ‘hire™ 
librarian, who would ber 
specifically’ to over 
organize the Reed collec ona 
other documents aoe brary’ s. 
history center on thire hogtet 
This ecues however, wanes 
out of the budget. Be asia’ 
He said a similar req for 
funds to hire a profession 1- wha ie 
could provide proper car 
collection. —.beyond just 
dial care” — will be ine et ad": i 


_ this year's’ budget quest, 7) | 


tan 
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Mayor Picks 


~ Coin Panel 
Meyor Zorinsky has recom- 
mended the appointment of six 
Persons ta €@ committee that | 
would conduct a hasic inventory + 
of the Byron Reed collection of 
| Coins, médals und other objects. — 
| Altorncy Jerome Grossman 
_ Was recommended as ee 
‘lar of the grotp. Others recom. 
mended are; Alfred B. Moore, | 
pust president of the Omaha Nu- 
Mismatic Associations Melvin 
WY. Stark, curaror of the R 
Town museum: Richard Fie | 
inz, president of the QOrnaha_.' 
coin Club; Mrs, Howard Fied. 
ler, 1510 North Mifty-first Strece, 
ind Leonard M. Owen, 1602! 
‘arth Fifty-second Street, 

The appointments were to be 
‘amsidercd today by the City 
Souncil. | 

The culiection was !e(t to the! 
cly hv Reed, and heirs late fast 
year siunéd agreements that. 
(key would rot ebject If the cily | 
‘S0ld the cullecrion, The present | 

City Coureli hug nat derided 
(whether the enllection wyuld bet! 


{sotd. 
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Let’s Get On 
With the Library 





City officials have never faced up 
lo the need for a new downtown |i- 
brary, and we include a couple of 
generations of city officials, 

In 1956, the Omaha Plan called 
the library “a disgrace to the city.’’ 

In 1945, the Citywide Planning 
Committee said it was "deplorable 
and hopelessly inadequate.” 

Public discussion about replacing 
or enlarging the 19th Century build- 
ing goes back to 1909. 

Meanwhile, a new city-county 
building is rising just across the 
street, a fact which serves to em- 
phasize the inadequacy of the anti- 
quated, inefficient library structure. 

Meanwhile, too, Omaha has a new 
mayor and new City Council who 
ar edged to moving the commu- 
nity ahead and who can look with a 
fresh eye on the library prublem. 

4 Ook 

The growth of branch libraries 
has in no way diminished the need 
for a main library to house hun- 
dreds of thousands of bouks and the 
films, records, tapes and research 
facilities of a modern metropolitan 
library system. 

Questions less easy to answer are 
where the library should be located 
and how it should be financed. 

Emphasis has been on the present 
location at Nineleenth and Harney, 
which the city already owns and 
which would make the library part 
of the city-county complex. 

There are also plans to tie the |i- 
brary into the riverfront devel- 
opment program, putting it near the 
proposed downlown campus of the 
University of Nebraska at Omaha 
and the proposed linear park. That 
would be an ‘attractive setting. In- 

-c’ on of the library is one more 
 @lucactive argument for the riv- 
wriront program. 
* In recent months mention of fi- 
nancing the library almost in- 
variably brings up the Byron Reed 


ee 
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1 
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coin collection. The last council 
toyed with the idea of selling the 
coins, which have not been ap- 
praised but which are believed to be 
worth upwards of $1 million, and us- 
ing the muney to help finance the li- 
brary. 

No decision was made. The coins 
lie in a bank vault, an unused but 
rapidly appreciating asset because 
of the phenomenal demand for rare 
coins, and particularly for a collec- 
tion of some 8,000 rare coins. 

50 long as the ¢oins remain hid- 
den, they are not being used for the 
good of the community. They are 
not on display because there is no 
city-uwned place where round-the- 
clock security for such a treasure 
can be maintained. © 

The new council should resolve 
the question whether the coins are a 
nuseum-type civic asset worth 
keeping and displaying or whether 
they are quite literally just money 
in the bank. 

we of 

lf the Byron Reed collection is in- 
deed one of a half dozen or so of its 
kind, something almost unique, an 
altraction that local citizens and 
tourists should be enjoying, then the 
community should raise the money 
to house and display it. And its 
home should obviously be the li- 
brary to which Byron Reed gave it. 

If it is not that kind of attraction, 
then sale for library construction 
purposes is worth discussing. But it 
seems to us that officials should be 
sure there is no other way of paying 
fur the library before they give up 
the coin collection. 

it has become a bad habit to let 
the library problem lap and get lost 
in the shuffle. We think we speak 
for many Omahans in asking the 
new city government to face the 

problem and make the decisions 

that will bring the community a 
downtown library. 
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Faces Vote 


An ordinance will be present- 
ed to the City Council next week 
to permit leasing of the Byron 
Reed Coin Collection, Coun- 
cilmian John Mlavacek said, 

Hlavarek heads a commiltee | 
|which has recomended that the 
roins be auctioned to private 
businesses for display for a lim- 
led periae., 

‘The cnins have been kept from: 
public view lor several years be 
cause of the cost of security, 
Hiavacek said the committee 
hopes ia divide the coins so that 
no display would he so valuable 
as to he a prohibitive security| 
ri sk. 

He said he hupes tn have 
about 25 displays. The first auc- 
tion ia planned in November so 
Chat businesses can display 
icoins during the Christmas} 
Balopping season, he said, 
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Criswell Proposes ANA Move, If... 


(in the eve of learning the 
cleclion results, Grover C. 
Criswell, candidate for presi- 
cent, announced that he would 
be in favor of moving the ANA 
heacduarters ‘lock, stock, and 
barrel’ to Omaha,‘ Nebraska, 
“AP, Criswell said, “we could 
be assured of becoming cura- 
tors in perpetuity of the 
famous multi - million dollar 
Byron F.. Reed collection. 


Criswell revealed’ that he 


| had been in touch with a num- 


ber of interested numismatists 
in the Omaha area and also 
wilh the mayor and planning 
director of the city of Omaha 
and had learned that the city 
probably within a year would 
bé able to take possession of 
the beautiful old Burlington 
Railroad Station Building, 
(now occupied by Am-Track). 

This building is located only 
a short distance from the 
Union Station, of which the city 
has already taken possession, 
A bright future is predicted for 
the former railroad complex 
as a part of a beautiful new 
municipal development along 
the waterfront. 

“The development is 
dlready under way in the 
Union Station” Criswell said, 





(Continued from Pave 1) 








Blueprint of Burlingion Railroad Station area in Omaha. 


“and it would be a really ideal 
situation for the ANA to gain 
an already needed ‘‘larger’’ 
museum area and building, 

The Burlington Station build- 
ing has over 50,000 square feet 
of space and would have un- 
limited parking area and be 
easy lo secure hecause of its 
location. In addition it is only 
eight blocks from the police 
station,”’ 

Then again Omaha is much 


more centrally located than 
Colorado Springs and is more 
easily atcessible by air, rail - 
and highway to the great popu- 
lated centers of the U.S. 

“The reason I made this 
public at this time," said Cris- 
well, “‘is because first of all the 
election is over, and secondly, 
I wanted it made a mutter of 
public record that if the Byron 
Reed collection and this build- 
Ing became available to the 


‘outinued on Page 5) | 

















ANA, I or other members of 
the board should be aware of 
[tie preat advantages that 
might acerue to our as- 
sociation through pursuit of 
such anidea, 

Tl personally was strongly 
critized by our ANA treasurer. 
Vill Henderson, ai former 
Colorado Springs mayor (and 
one of those largely respon- 
sible for locating us there) 
who apparently heard of my 
Statement that | did favor re- 
lacating for the Byron Ieed 
colleetion.” 

While Colorado Springs is a 
beautiful place, the city has 
me really “come through" 
with much help, The talk a 
couple of yeurs hack about 
kome fintinclal wsassistance 


irom the El Pomar Foundation 
has subsided with no results, 
and as recently us last Feb- 
ruary, I found varies listings 
of “things to see in Colorado 
Springs’ that did not even in- 
Clude our headquarters and 
museum,”’ said Criswe|]. 

Criswell said, ‘I'm pretty 
sure thal I have won the clec- 
tion at this point, but win or 
lose, I'll still be active for the 
ANA. I wouldn't run against 
George Hatie for president but 
rather will run for Vice - presi- 
dent two years from now if I 
shimid lose, 

“George Iatle has worked 
hurd for Lhe ANA, hoth as the 
best attorney the ussocintion 
ever had during trying 
times and as 4» member of the 
board,” 
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The fabulous Byron Reed 
eoleclion af U.s., ancient, 
furweizn aod medieval coins, 
tokens, medals and patterns, witl 
be auctioned in a whique tasauner 
urine the first week i 
November by the Omaha Cily 
Council, 

The sale will be conducted bp 
determine who fpains the 
privilege to display—nol  pur- 
Chase—sinall pareels of the 
mullimillion dollar collection 
started by Heed, who died shortly 
before the turn of Lhe cenlury. 

Required is a minimum bid of 
500 to win exclusive display 
rights of one of 25 portions wt the 
collection, among the finest in the 
nation. The miniinum bid, the 
News was advised, is exclusive of 
insurauce and display costs, 
which must be borne by the 
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winning biecer. 

' The plan was announecd at a 
news conPsence~ Sept. 9 By 
QOmnaba Cely Councilman John 
Hlavacek, 2&2 member of the 
Committee to Inventory the Reed 
Collection. “Each winning bidder 
shall have the right to use the 
exhibit in ils advertising and 
public relations policics for the 
next year irum Dee. 1, 173, to 
Nov. 80, 1974," Hlavacek said. 


The collection ts the property of 
the Uvron Keed Historical 
ooclety, Under terms of Reed's 
will, a primary stipulation is that 
the coins and other items of the 
collection be exhibited. — 

Following several robbery 
attempts of the exhibit, the 


colicction vrs removed to bank 


(UNIQUE, Page 6) ’ 


1804 Silver Dollar 31 Years Late 






























UNIQUE 
(vom Pare J) 
yaulis in 1945, Several of Ree 
huirs have challenped 
renwerval of the exhibition, sla’ 
that onder the will, if 
conection ts nat placed before 
publie, i reluris to ie here: 
Ilavacek wants to pel 


valuable collection — valu 
neal only tnoneturily 
nistorically — out where 


public could enjoy it.” Sake 
exhibit rizhis fo the colle 
would accomplish (hak pol 

Onaha ily officinis thon 

lind fachties to disney the bh 
collection permanently, Jer 
-P, Grossman, a coordinatal 
the Heed collection commil 
saic “numerous plans are x 
considered.” 

One plan is to convert the 
Union Rail Road Ststion int 
MIUSEUITs. This lew 
frequent'y been linked waitin 
American Numisma 
Association's move ti 
Colorada Springs, Colo., 
QOwmianha, a proposal advocater 
Grover C. Criswell, unsucces 
1973 candidate for the # 
presidency. 

Criswell would have moved 
ANA “lock, stock and barre! 
C(hnaha and become curnto 
the Heed collection, ‘The Colo: 
Springs site would have | 
abandoned 102-74 ES 


tt. 2 2 


at 






Althoueh Omaha city official 
ure suid lo he “receptive leo sure 
an iden, some ANA officials ar 
peivatels “perplexed at = th 
proposal. 

“HW os moved from Colorad 
Springs to Otmmha,’ one AN, 
otficii. Seid. "We would have t 
eive un the facihties which w 
wit in Celorads, This represent 

wi! paney, Moreover, if w 
era curntors of hie Ree 
mvlect a, we would have to pa 
ite’ ite-rance, which would b 
astronoiinieal.” 

Grofers ian said several othe 
ideas cre under “active con 
ikicration.”” One is restoration o 
Union sation without par 
Wipalnd by the ANA. Annther i: 
bane spece in the new Whrar 
vein beat in Omaha. 

"The b brary is poirng ta be fan 


The 1804 silver dollar in the|/the weekend, it-was shown at a)es for display. Councilman John 
Byron Reed coin collection isn’t|meeting of the "Omaha ‘Coin|Hlavacek “said © businessmen 
Teally from 1804. |Club, the first display in eight to|may bid on the displays at an 
| It actually was made in about |10 years, Moore said, - auction in about a month. . 
|1835,° according to Alfred B.| The coin previously had been| About the date on the coin. 
Moore, a member of the Byron|shown at the main Public Li-|Moore said a few silver dollars. 
Reed Historical Society. _ |brary, but it and the rest of the| were minted about 1835 for pre- 
The coin, one of a handful in|Reed collection were moved to a|sentation to East Asian poten- 
/existence, was shown to Mayor |vault after theft attempts, ltates. The 1804 date was on the 
a past to being} The City Council has passed |coins because that was the last, 
returned toa bank vault. °.--|an ordinance allowing the col-| previous ily Nt 1] 
i _ Tt is insured for $120,000. Over'lection to be rented . business- cone mined ho and ee : 











Square Pues, Cressinan said 
“and they re consider ing housin 
fhe calicclion there, 

Also a possibility, Grossinar 
said, is ocrupying a roam in the 
ww City-County Building, being 
erected in Ornaha. “That wel 

puake a yood site, too,’ 
MOSsMen sai, 

GrOssinin said a slenifien 

crtion of the Meed collectio 



























or 


| A proposal which cold put|Monte Taylor and Jerry Hassett | vision of the library lu a cuin- 
the Byron Reed Coin collaction|gcnerally favored the idea, mittee set up by the city 
Iback an public display met with, “I've always felt the city 
‘eenerally favorable reaction|should keep the coins and they 
Aornday from cily officials, should be available lo the pub 
City Councilman John Hlava-jlic.” Rosenblatt said, “Security 
cek Sunday suggested thal the |'§ my No. 1 concern about the 
callecUun, valued at more than |Orpiy he aa If that ee he eisaae 
i¢1 million, be separated into Worked of, | have mo abyec- re -— 
as displays ‘sd — using an fun.” | He said the City pet ee | 
auction procedure — jeused to| Taylor said: “Tt's a poo idea, Ment iS MTeparing SUCH Bib OTUl- Unum 
business firms for one year. hut I don't know if firms would 
The cuing have been in hank) ave enough interest to pay the 
‘costs to display the coins.” 


anid, 








Council approval. A similar or 
dinance was passed when items 
from the oki City Hall were auc 


There 





ei ults since 1966, soon alter lwo ‘ . sctalaguaea 
ee Gea ae to steal, ite proposal should be dis- other safeguards the coun 
then ioe the Main Library lcussed more before a decision, U4Y Tequire. 

ae “*" |Hassett said. | Whavacek said he 





“The suggestion has merit. 
What good is a hidden collection 
which belongs to the public?” 
Mayor Zorinsky sald. 

“Splitting the risk” by divid- 
ing the collection among several 
exhibitors probably would make 
it feasihie for exhibilors to pay 
securily costs, he said, 

No. 1 Concern 
Councilmen Steve Rosenblatt, 


checked with the legal depurl- gramy, 


| The proposed display could 
6 ai ment ark believed an ordinance 


give the council a reading of ee 
nublit: interest in the coins and Was not necessary. 





the city should keep tae 
collection, he said Hiavacek, the cily’s represcn- 

Goes to Committee lulive on the committer anprais-| 
nance a downtown library has |Jecls, said the auction world be | 
beer discussed, The collection ithe first week in November. 


recently passed from the super-| About 25 Displays 
=o yP ——— _ | The American and colonial 
coins, cousidered the most valu-' 


‘Committee at Work € | 
Reed Coin Collection — 
Gets a Going-over 


Evaluation is underway af Ibe He saiq committee members: | 
Ryron Keed coin collection, work on the coins at a secure 
much discussed in recent location. He declined to name it 
months after iL was sugpested for security reasons. — 
the ciry sell it to ralse money for “Wwe are starting with some ol, 
a new dywntown library. the forMEun COMMS and Lrades 

The Ciry Council has not taken men’s tokens,” said Grossman, | 
a posilion on keeping or selling an allorney ard com CRUMLEY | 
the coins, hut did approve May- "They are difficult to identify.| 
‘or Zorinsky’s appointment of a Sane are so ald they de not 
tntunteer Ccommiltee to cata- have the country of the name of 
Nope and appraise the 8,000 the ruler printed pm them, he 
coins, inedals and other objects. swit, é 
* The camnuittec, whith ww Cammiltce members, picked | 
‘Indes Councilman Juhn Hlava- for their knowledge of corns, are 
‘cek as the city’s representative, working one or (WO BVENINES 4 
étonk over the role of custudian week on a volunteer basis, he; 
fot the collection from the library suid, : Se 
“In mid-August, It probably will take in ex: 
+ The collection, hetieved to he cess of six months” to evaluate! 
‘worth more than $1 million, has the collection, eae BAN. | 
‘been kept in bank Vaults since, No complete list naw exists 6 
*1066 aller two robbery avtempts the articles in the collection, 

at the downtown library, where given to the culy by thle late BY 
qhev were displayed ran Reed in 1894. ! 
jerome Grossman, committee The most valuadle pieces are 
said a small portion believed to ne lhe nee 
"at the less Valuable coins has coins, which sume Cotn experis 
‘haan raken qut of the vaulis and sav If one of the must complete 
‘work has begun to arrange them collections of this country's car | 
‘in categories. lycoins, p= 7928 


or sell saad ES an ordinance, 
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Reed Collection Exhibits Plan Finds Favor 


able, would he offered first, he 
Olber 

City Atty. HerberL M. Fitle,;held as various sections of the 
said the proposal requires City collection are inventoried. 


plays, he suid. 
Successtul 
lioned several years apo, he apree to pay the cost of the dis-| 
play and of insurance 
The cunutultee set 
bid of §500, 
nance and that it will include isaid. Money received would be 
provisions for liability insurance; pul into a trust to maintain the 
by the exhibitor, and whatever collection, he saicd. 
Successtul bidders could use 
the coins for one year for adver- 
earlier tising and public relations pro-| 


Chancellor Ronald Roskens of 
Ie said he the University of Nebraska at| 
be a guide in deciding whether|S5¢®* m0 problem with in }Ormaha will be the auctioneer, | 
‘Hiavacek suid, 


auctions would he 


will be about 25 dis- 
















hidders would 


a min- 
Hiavacek 
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byron Kk eed Loin 


Goes on Display 
At Omaha Show 


Thw 


Oha-y 


1204 silver 


a il, eet beset 


dollar in th 
sans 
by the city of Onoalria, 
he on display at 
Coto Club's 1th arnanal coin ¢ty 


* f 


Bete, Wil 


tl] ye Close! 


Nov, Sf in the Oninha built 
Hilel 

~O fiery eey'le ftion nity: lorre 
been exbibited publicly sine 


LMh, The event Nov. 34 miurk 
the bcathuniest of a maior change 
Int Wits purges lye, 

Coamminan Jala Playecek. 


a oreeent Ginaha City Coun 
meetin, proposed that th 
collection be divided inte severi 
displavs and leased to cit 
Dusinesses f0fr one sear h 
auctiva. Pioeceeds from th 


auction would be used te mat 
tan the collection 

Hiavaces represents the city o 
a mayoral appointed com#niitte 
In catalog the collection, Soug! 
nso oO ormseurn—soto lh 
afsrer ation af eons. Curries 
medals, documents. book: 
aulecgraphs, newspapers an 
other artifacts 

The late yron eed willed 
calleetion, considered anand 1 
finest, to ihe citizens of Omah 
wilh ihe provision that the publi 
share access to it “part or all: 
lhe time free of charge.” 

Now stored in bank vaulls, th 


\ Tita 
Le 


eollas tion 


survived gever 
robbery attenipts in the !96Nn 
Coleg? ian Carn ttionr 1 ar bay 


and city afficisls are open ' 
xupeestions for howsiay 
material, Bete considered ur 
silus in the old Unien Itailraa 
view Civ 
new City-County Buiteding 


th 


Ct". : 
ie, Se bam 
TULL tH, 
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Reed Coin Value Now at $3 Million | 
By Michael Kelly 


The Byron Reed coin collec- 
"un apparently jg worth about 
4 million, City Councilman 
Joan Hiavacek said Monday, | 

Previous estimate of the col- 
lection’s value was “more than) 
>) million.’ 

Hlavacek, the city's represen- 
IQtive On A ‘comunittee that is 


nlack-tie affair for bankers and)cataloguing the coins. But the 
other invited bidders. job is so Monumental, he said.) 
“Ths ig a very special collec- 'that it may be 1970 before the 
tion, @nd the auction should bel@ntire Reed collection, including 
handled in a very special way,"|S9 me pamphlets and other! 
Hlavacek said, iicims, is completed, The plan is’ 

He said none of the three|*® make sections public as) 
Omaha stations has responded|°@taloguing is conipleted, "| 








favorably. He has discussed|24!l¢. 

oe _ the state’s| ‘Tha others on the committec| 
bgilcantic cote educational television station,|aT@ coin collectors Jerome| 
coins, caida: lowcvee eee will but officials said it would have Grossman, Leonard Owen, Mel-| 
be months before any parts of ieee te ae Va ee ae 
oe Sprint AL eo idenr oo officials con 8 

‘It's ss hi : iF " a mo ' dua =4 

sat i Sens Hisvacck’ sidered selling the collection to 
Gane ce: a Resco “i tb | Paise money toward a downtown! 
seiner urs. if -fQKCy) library. That was rejected, with 

a en an | ’ | the plan to get the collection in 
, he collection was at the front of the public again, 
Shee are ay ae 19855! Hlavacek said that's still the 

hen iL was moved to a bank! r | ' 

Viult herause of attempts tole dele votunteer group 
break into the library, - 

The Ciry Council last fall au-| 
thorized an auction giving hiph' 
Hidders the right to display| 
parts of the collection for a ycar| ii 
In connection’ with public: rela-| 
LuINS OF Advcrlising. 

Hlavacek said he had hoped 
[Ae auction could be held the’ 
lirsL week of last Nuvember, so 
Ihe displays would be ready far! 
he Christmas shopping season, 

Bul the 25 displays — which 

l would not comprise the en- 
ir¢ collection — aren't quite! 
‘eady, Hlavacek said, 

The councilman said he hoped 
a have the auction televised by 
t local television station. The 






















‘ i a 
Reed Coin Auction Delayed 

The Byron Reed Coin Collec-) vault for eight years, are''/é be 
tion Won't be displayed during) divided Into 25 displays and aur- 
the Christmas season as hoped,|tioned to businessmen who 
Pity Councilman John Hlavacek|would have the right to display 
suid Tuesday, ijthem for a year. 

“The details of getting it} The City Council authorized 
ready have just been over-jthe auction and display several 
whelming for the simall group, weeks ago. It mirht be mid- 
working on it,’ Hlavacek said.|January before the auctioh is 








7 _ . “ i. : i 
Cleopatra fh 
No Beauty’ |e 


2 sa i 


FOR some time a dozen or s0 coin 
experts have met at a downtown bank 
vaull twice a week for the purpose of 
cataloguing and evaluating the city- 
owned Byron Reed coin collection. 
Une of their conclusions so far: Clep- 
patra was nn beauty, 

“she was really quite a homely 
oe said project head Robert 

ie 

That appraisal is based upon like- 


nesses of Cleo found on several ancient 
‘Roman coins. The coins, circulated 


some 2,000 ycars apo, endowed the 
socalled temptress of the Nile with 
leatures*that are anything but im- 


pressive, Hilt said, 


“We-all scem to be agreed on 
that,” he said, “Everybody wonders 
what Julius Caesar and Mark An- 
thony saw in her." 

Since coin designers usually fing it 
expedient to present likenesses of ru- 
lers in’a flattering light, it was as- 
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Temptress? 
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vuction. would be a formal the year now.” 
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Coin display wa 


Bue COIN COLLECTION of Byron Reed 
has been a thorny problem for the City of 
Omaha since Mr. Read died in [89l. 

The collectivh, along with land at 19th 
and Harney streets, was willed to the city 
hy Mr. Reed on condition that a library be 
built on the ground and the coins be dis- 
plaved in a special room, a 

The library was built but, allhough the 
coin collection was displayed for a time, 
the coins have spent most of this century 
in bank vaults and behind iron-barred doors 
—prolecled against those who would rather 
steal them than view them. 

Now, because ef the innovalive thinking 
Of Omaha Councilman John Hiavacek, it is 
possible local citizens will have a chance to 
exumine some or all of the coms. The coms 
will be offered for lease by local businesses 
inleresded in displaying portions of the col- 
laction. ; 


i yf e 1 


“It won't be before the first of held, Hlavacck said. He heads a__ sumed that Cleo ans have ¢ 


The coins, locked in a sale coins. a 





wlal please Eke 


nec ! : axed the 
iiist's integrity to the fullest. 


Nothing New 

FOOTNOTE to the Hilt report: The 
study of ancient coins in the Reed 
collection has convinced the froup 
that in terms of hair styles there is 
nothing new under the sun. 

_ “We found all of today's hairdos on 
the old coins, with one exception,” 
Hilt said. “The styJe we didn't find 
was the Afro,” 2" 


committee of eight preparing 





the Cily Council recently, is for th 
lection to be leased by up to 25 busin 
and then displayed for the public's be 
‘The plan permils the coins to be dispersed 
throuvhoul the cily and, in theory, reduces 
the chance that the collection will be stolen. 
Actually, just the fact that the coins 
will once again be on public display will in- 
crease the possibility that a portion of the 
collection will be stolen, Bul the lease will 
require businessmen to be responsible for 
protecting the coins and also lo provide in- 
surance coverage, even though a few coins 
would be difficult or impossible to replace. 
The danger of theft, however, is out-— 
weighed by the value to be gained in allow- 
in’ ¢Hizvens of Omaha to see the famous 
Byron Reed collection. Mr. Reed never 
meant for his coins to he hidden from pub- 
lic view, and we feel sure he would endorse 
the council's move to assure everyone an 
opportunily ta enjoy one of Omaha's most 





In O39 Years, ‘bs 


Some Coins ‘3 
| Disappeared ' 


a 


fronting Omaha volunteers 


‘ron Reed collection. 
| spokesmen for the group say 
jthe culleclion today does not in- 
eae all the coins and paper 
;Money apparently hequeathed to 
aiihe city nearly &3 years ayo by 
lie pioneer real estate man. 
Records show some duplicate 
‘coins have been removed and 
Somme currency believed to have 
been a part of the collection has 
not been found, 
| Stil, it appears the really 
| Valuable pieces are intact, lhey 
Say. Ff 
i How much the rollection is 










jaire completed — perhaps in a 
aa | Var. 
m| Surprisingly, no such In. 
‘ventory has been completed 
|since the collection was willed to 
|Omaha in 1891. 
One evaluation 
i member, who declined use of his 
@\name, “guessed” the final value 
of the collection, might fall short 
of the #-inillion estimate placed 
on it last morth by Councilman 
| John Hlavacek, the city's repre. 
sentative on the commillee, But 
the member predicted its value 
would be substantially more 
a\than the $i million figure that 
has been mentioned in the past, 


Old Ledgers 


Committee coordinator 
Brome Grossman, an (maha at- 
iturney, said two aged ledgers 

‘nrovide sume indication con- 
Me cerning the coin contents of the 
original collection. 

Hawtid-written entries in one 
| wuok fist United States coins 
apparently involved in the Reed 


Je- 


ized in another book. 


maintained by Byron Reed, 


verify that. 


notations that 
certain coins had been removed, 

Grosstaan ikl Leonard Owen, 
‘a former coin shop operator and 
4 member of the cummittee ap- 
pomted by Mayor Zorinsky to 

praise and orpenizea the col- 
lection, Holcd that Byron Reed's 


ee Will pave certain rclatives per- 


“ees” - 4) Picase turn (o Page 6, Col. 6 


By Al Frisbie i 
Mysteries of a kind to intrigue © 

2 Sherlock Holmes are con « 
Cur — 
(rently calaloguing the city's By- / 


committee | 


sume think the ledgers were . 


‘Grossman said, hut thera is no 4 
date or namé in the bovks to ' 


AA 
The ledrers contain frequent | 
“duplicates” of | 
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el ian 


}worth witl not be knuwn until a.’ 
full cataloguing and evaluation - 


| 
| 
\ 
! 
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bequest. Foreign coins are item= | 





m Aiter 353 Years, Some Loins 


Reed Gave to City ‘Are Gon 
















@ Continued from Page 1. = And why, when the By 
. i Reed collection contains one 







mission to remove duplicate ithe finer arrays of United Sta 
| coins, Ss | coins, has no comple 
But the two committee mem. | 1 cataloguing of it ever be 


= done? 

| Coin authorities here say 
a ilack of funds may have been 

,, deciding factor. 

>"s' Such undertakings, they s 
‘lare expensive and the Recd : 
lection {5 helieved to cani 
some 8,000 pieces, Unless knc 


‘bers said the entries in the led- 
pers do not reveal who removed 
‘the coins or when. And a dupli- 
cate to someone may be a keep- 
sake to another, Grossman said, 


No Answer 
































Coins of the same denomina- edgeahle volunteers such 
‘tion can be minted at different those conducting the pre: 
sites within tha game year, he \study could have beea fou 
noted, and coins fashioned in Bay charfes would have been pr 
jong mint in one year can be fas |bitive, 

—s gre different dies with fs | 

small differences which are |) | ) : 

eee Oe lA b yelty (Custodian 

La Uplicate was remov ne | Pi ; : : 
belter of two coins was nat tak- ‘ ie. ick ee ee eee 
ain? : ei ate rary director, said he and 
| Obviously, there is no answer, A snagnilied look w+ Mrs. Owen library hae organized suc] 

Correspondence from yester- studies coin, ore id sinst lenin a 
year adds to the mysteries, One, | SE 

: icc secd sani eat oi an * | Another mystery concernslinyentory of a part of the col 
al sade to gold Bppats | what has happened to several) tion appraised that portion 

ently stolen from the collection. | hundred paper notes, incliuding}/$634,000. But aller al least 
F i 0, pred of a ao ated. Some € onlederate Currency, unsuccessful robbery atter 

ith’ Tobite ie a FAs The com aper}(one- int I963,>one in 1965), 
board of directors gl cated Feb. 7, 190%, isting ‘ev_ entire collection was transfer 

a concerning ral pages of Confederate cur- 
jcertain “lists” of American and |r, ney apparently included in the bank yaully, where % 
h rate Colns and pattern pieces, collection. Yet, Oa es meme é 

The lists, shea wrote, had been!) haus been fo me in 1953, said at that ti 

repared by a doctor who had! ‘ry, loss, Owen sald, ts cae collection was displayed i 
| _Biven almost every morning! or cat “monetarily speaking, Special Wbrary room and k 
(for @ month and a half) to the] Confederate bills are still com- under lock, key and) burg 
work." Her letter added the dor- paratively common.’ alarm system linked directly 
tor “suggests we replac® as) what happened to the missing t the Central Police Station. 

uch of the gold (as possible} aid he has a drawing of 

which was stolen some time|ills? One indication is found in 9 Aad wetém, apparently di 

go.” She then suppested that}@ copy of the June 4, 1925, min-in port: but does not Enow h 
because of the doctor's volun-|l'tes of the Library Boar \ the collection was protected 1 
jiteer efforts “may we not Shee eS + ae or to that time. 

resent (him) sume of the dupli- repor Ne. 
jcate coins which are not needed|» Obtaining additional specimens te ota peso Ing 
hj wur collection.”" of mem or lal and com & 


cataloguing, meet twice A we 
iMembers receive no pay; sp 
two hours at each nightly : 


memorative coins or tokens for 
the Byron Reed collection," 
sion, They work {In pro 


|3 Cents a Bill “that’s our own internal sec 
j The member noted “that du- tv system," said Grossmer 
‘ L [plicates of obsolete paper money | Coing are inspected, frequer 
Foreign Coins had been discarded (with an es-| Measured, placed in see-thro 
* Grossman and others on the, timated value of $58.50) and that;packels containing their c: 
committee do not know how/4! pieces of commemorative |logue number, and arranged 
‘much gold wus stolen or if if} COins and tokens obtained which; cording to country, 
iWag recovered, “We do not bore a value of $o7.44."" 
know how many duplicate coins} Owen, a collector of paper 
jthe doctor exchanged,” Gross-|currency, said that in 1925 obso- 
man suid, “ar whether the /lete paper money was selling to 
hoard pave other peuple similar {dealers for perhans J cents a bill 
permission at ather times,” this some 1,950 such bills! 
He and olhers feel that somef May have been sold to obtain 
removal of foreign coin dupti- funds for the 1) commemorative 
cates may have been made|tvins and Lokens. 
without. notation. Such coins} Fut, he said, the 1995 minutes 
were not valued highly then, he//€ler to “dupliva tes.” Tf sn, 
said, and it is not likely a where are all the bills listed In 
recipient of a duplicate would ;!he 1903 report? 
feel it was worth mentioning. No one hngws. 


A notation at the bottom of the 
|letler indicates the board av- 
|thorized the librarv to “make 
‘exchanges with (the doctor) for 
uny of our duplicate coins." 





Sealed Box ~." 


When all the coing from orf 


country have been examined | 


and packaged, they nre placed | 


in @ sealed box and a card index 
noting each of the coins Is filed, 
Once we're finished, said 
Owen, “we'll be able to tell if a 
coin is missing and what coin it 
was.” 

When the present audit is 
completed, he said, the group 
will not know what may be 
missing from the original collec- 
‘lion ““herause we're really not 
sure what was there to’ begin 
with,” 

Owen, a former president of 
lhe Omuha Coin Club, said 
will recommend the city take 
further sicps to prulect the in- 
legrity of the collection after the 
evaluation and cataloguing are 
completed. 

Ile said he and others will rec- 
fommiend the city pholograph the 
|majority of the American coins 
and some of the more valuable 
‘foreign coins (several thousand 
in all) aS a protection against 
anyone switching one coin for 
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‘Pedigree’ | 
He said he also would sugpest 
the collection’s major colns (not 


imore than 50) be “authenti- 


cated” by the American Numis- 
matic Acsorciation, a procedure 
which would give the city a “"pe- 
digree”’ for the rare coins, 
Owen, who was among those 
making the partial survey of the 
collection ahout 10 years apo, 


‘suid a check last year showed 


all coins catalovued then “are 
intact.” 


Among those involved in the 


ipresent inventory which began 


last August, are Melvin Stark, 
curator of the Boys Town Mu- 


iSeum, and coin shop owner Al 
(Moore. Both are former presi- 
dents of the Nebraska Numis- 


matic Association, Others in- 
clude truck firm co-owner Rob- 


‘ert Wilt, Mrs. Owen and Rohert 


Checking collection coins with catalogues... From left, Mrs. Owen, Stark and Owen. 


Vassell, former Dakota Wesle- 
yan English instructor now a 
private tutor and free-lance 
writer in Omaha. 


=Worlc-Heraid Palos. 
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Mel Stark (R), curator of the e Boys T Town Philematic 
center, shows a portion of the recently mounted 
Bicentennial exhibit to visitors, from left, Eugene 
Leahy, former Omaha mayor, Rev. Robert P. Hupp, 
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director of Boys Town, John Hlavacck, city coun- 
and Mrs. Best, 
bringing the Byron Reed collection to Boys Town, its 
first public exhibition in a decade. 


who was instrumental in 


Boys Town launches exhibit 
for nation’s Bicentennial 


American Colonial coins and 
medals from the famed city of 
Omaha's Byron Reed collection 
have been loaned to Boys Town, 
Neb., as a portion of the home's 
Philamatic Center Bicentennial 
exhibit, mounted recently. 

This is the first public showing of 
any of the Reed coins since they 
were returned to a bank vault in 
1965 alter two attempts were made 
to Steal the collection from the 
Omaha Pubiic Library where it 
was once housed. 

Joining the Reed cuins and 
medals are Colonial currency and 
other ilerms from the Boys Town 
colicetion, 

On display from the Hvron Reed 
collection are a Getz half dollar in 
silver; New England shilling: 
Myddelton token in Proof; Talbot 
Allum and Lee cent, Uncirculated: 


slandish Barry threepence, and a 
silver original of the Castorland 
medal in Proof. 

In addition, pillar and portrait 
type pieces of eight and their 
counterparts from Spanish Mex 
ico, are shown. 

The Libertas Americana, 
Washington Before Boston and a 
number of Congressional’ pieces 
dealing wilh the Revolutionary 
War are included-in the medal 
collection. 

A set of wooden pieces in 
original box made for the Centen.- 
mal celebration in 1876 are shown 
along with other Centennial and 
Washington inauguration Centen- 
nial medals of 1449 

Byron Reed willed his extensive 
numismatic holdings to the city of 
Omaha upon his death June § 
L891. 


A real estate broker in the 


= 


cily, he amassed a vast fortune 
and built up # fine library of rare 
bovks and manuscripts in addition 
to his coin collection, 

At the time of his death, he was 
said to have the fifth or sixth most 
complete collection in the U.S, 
Comprising most all U.S. issues to 
that time, Reed had also amassed 
an important collection of Greek 
and Homancoins. 

In addition to his numismatic 
holdings, Reed bequeathed land 
for a site for the free public library 
which was also to house his collec- 
Lions of rare coins, hooks, 
manuscripts and documents. The 
bequest was valued al Lhe Lime at 
six figures. 

Colonial and Continental 
Currency from the Boys Town 
collection is also being exhibited, 
This collection contains approx- 
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imately 5iM) motes and includes 
pieces printed by HRenjamin 
Franklin and neules printed from 
plates engraved by Paul Revere. 
Blue paper varieties and a number 
of uncut sheets are also displayed. 

Another part of lhe Boys Town 
Iicentennial ecxhibil features 
autographs of the Sipners of the 
Hectaration of Independence. Of 
[he 56 patriots who signed the 
Declaration, Signatures of 32 of the 
signers are on display, 
Documents bearing the 
signatures of Benjamin Franklin,, 
‘Thomas Jefferson, Samuel Adams 
and John Hancock are also shown, 
A letter signed by George 
Waslungton is included in this dis- 
play. 

The Boys Town Philamatic 
Letler was opened in July, 1951, 
and is chiefly comprised of the ex- 
Lensive stamp and coin holdings 
donated to Hoys Town by Dwight 
A. Barrett, an Omaha philatelist. 

The display is sponsored juintly 
by the center and the Omaha- 
Douglas County Bicentennial Com- 
mission. The public is invited, 
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Boys Town, Neb,, PhilaMatie 


Center celebrated its 2th annver- 
sary on July 1 with an open house, 


Guests attending the event had 


' the opportunity lu view the nearly - 
6,000 coins, tokens and medals ¢x- 
hibited by the center. Also dis- 
played were nearly 9,000 pieces of 
paper money, believed by.s. 
PhilaMatie Center curalor Mel 
Stark to Be the largest such exhibit 

| in (ue world. - 


Among bese notes are a 
Chines? Imperial Hank note used 
10 years before the discovery of 
America, a large U.S. Fractional 
Curreney collection, notes issued 


Center marks anniversary 





are) ee Cee 
coins, stamps and other pieces, 
acquired through donations from 
private individuals to the center. 

The special exhibit of Colonial 
material was loaned for the event 
by the city of Omaha, from the 
famed Byron Reed collection, and 


the open house represented the 


first: tume in 10 Years that Lhus 


plete collection of Confederate 


_PhilaMatic Center featured a 7 
‘special display which featured ; formed July 1, 1951, when Dwight 


oys Town PhilaMatic Center § 
observes Zoth anniversary 


coins and paper money, visilors 

viewed collections of altamps, 

_ documents, paurlings, pre-Colum- 
bian artifacts and the “Oscar” 

trophy won by actor Spencer 

Tracy for his part inthe movie, 
“Hoys Town.” ie “ G 

The PhilaMatic Center was 


4, 
by the United Colonies in 
denominations of two-thirds and 
one-sixth of a dollar, and a com- 


States of America inaues. 
In commemoration of the 
nation's Bieentennial, the 


American Colonial coins apd O,, Barrett, a retired mechanical 
medals, and 500 notes, many of engineer from Tulsa, Okla., 
which had been printed hy Ben- -presented to Boys Town 200 
jamin Franklin. Among the latter frames of stamps and coins which 
were pieces carrying the hebadcollected a 
signatures of 2of the S6Signersof = The collection has grown in the 
the Declaration of Independence. © last 25 years to 60 [rames of 
In addition to the exhibits of Please tum to page 9 


material had been displayed 
publicly. 

Stark estimates that more than 
a million visitears have seen the 
displays in the PhilaMatic Center 
in the las| quarter century. “And 
we'll continue to admit visitors 
free of charge 361‘2 days @ year 
for many, Many more years,” he 
said. 
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Confederate States note pecialist Grover Criswell (L), vice president | 
and governor of the American Numismatic Association, admires a note 
pointed out to him by PhilaMatic Center curator Mel Stark during July } 
open house at the center, held to commemorate ily 25th anniversary. 
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Mary Melissa Perkins was a | 


prospective prize for the bach- 
élors who crowded into ‘early 


Omaha lovking for wives and 


for lunes. 

The pursuit by suitors wag 
loo much for her to bear alone, 

“Which one should | marry?” 
she asked a fricnd. 

The friend, surveying the 
men of 186) Omaha, suggested 
an older man, “Mr. Byron 
Reed, because he is the one who 
i$ going lo make the most mon- 
ey.” 

It was good advice. Mary Per- 
kins, daughter of a Florence 
merchant who sold grain to pic 
neers passing through Omaha, 
married Ryron Reed in 18602. He 
was 21. She was 16, a not-so-un 
common marrying age for 
women in thase ays, 

In an interview on her With 
birthday in 1835, Mrs. Reed re- 
called her early impressions of 
Byron: 

“There were several suitors, 
but I rather thought Mr! Reed 
was the finest of them, He was 
sober and hard-working.” 


Worth $2 Million 


Reed went on to accumulate 
one of the largest fortunes in 
Omaha. 

The World-Herald said in an 
Obuituary shortly after his 
death June 6, 1691: “He was to 
Omaha what the Asturs were to 
New York."" 

When he died at 62 after u 
lengthy iliness, his nel worth 
was more than $2 milla, mast 
of it in real estate. He was, up to 
the time, the city’s richest 
man. °° 

Reed was born March 12, 1829 
in Darien, N.Y., scion of a fami- 
lv that traced ils line to the 
Puritans. The Reeds moved to 
Wiscunsin, and Byron went lat- 
er to Cleveland. From 1849 tu 
1855, he was a telegrapher 
there, He came to Omaha Nov. 
10, 1855 but, ina few weeks, left 
for Kansas where he was a cur- 


respondent for The New York 


He covered the bloody Kansas 
“border ruffian war” belween 
antl-and pro-slavery forves. Re- 
porters were targets for both 
sides. One «correspondent 
friend of Reed's was killed in 
the action. At Leavenworth, his 
reporter's cover blown, Reed 
fed at night and made his way 
to Omaha, leaving his reporting 
career behind forever, 


Violinist 

He arrived here without mon- 
ey but with, as The Wurld-Her- 
ald said in an 189! editorial, 
“the trails of industry and self- 
reliance of his Puritan ances- 
lors. "* — 

Hé was an accomplished viv 
linist. He played to carn money 
in pay for his meals. He uiso 
was a town booster. Accurding 
fn on@ account, he saw a man 
lingéring near a local bank and 
recognized him as a ‘'ruffian™ 
from Kansas. Reed alerted oth- 
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Reed home at Twenty-fifth and Dodge Streets .. Later 


ers, and they sut up all niphe 
guarding the banks. There nev- 
Cr Was a rohhery, 

Alter jobs surveying and 
deed recording with the city 
and county, Reed went into the 
Teal estate business. 

The Byron Reed Co. which he 
founded in March 1856 is the 
oldest real estate firm in the 
State. Bul the Reed family sold 
its inlerest long apo. 

(The N P. Dodge Co., a long- 
time competitor, was organized 
at the turn of the century by 
Nathan Phillips Dodge il. [t re- 
mains in that family). 

Reed owned land in at least 31 
additions fo the town site, sev- 


| eral lots in the original plat and 






more than 357 ucres spread 
over whal is now an area pener 
ally west of Seventy-second 
Street. ; 

Ryron Reed's shadow is vis- 
ible in Omaha to this day, Sub- 
divisions he platted are among 
the city's oldest neighborhoods 

He invested all he earned in 
land and in his coin and rare 
book collecting passion, He en- 
couraped others to buy land 
and ta huild or al. 

Reed's advice is suid ui have 
helped many tu build small for- 
tines. A news story in 1881 re 
lated: “Mr. Reed sold lots fur 
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Sl to $100 that are worth fram 
$3,000 lo $20,44K) today." Reed 
tisp had an income from ren- 
ting qur some of his property. 

The World-Herald said in 
an editorial: “He wasa strict 
landlord who was eminently 
just and was recognized as an 
oo on land questions. No 
one could ever assert thar he 
amassed his Tortune by prind- 
ing the faces of the poor,"” 


Anonymous Donor 


Taciturn, @ man who was 
self-contained, and reticeni 
aboul his plans and business, 
Reel pave anonymously to Trj- 
nity Cathedral, and tocharilty, 

His business skill propelled 
lim to vreat fame, He and his 
wife moved from their hone ut 
Sixteenth and Dodge Streets 
(where the First Natumal Cen- 
fer now slunds) into one af the 
city’s Curhest larpe mansions. 
lt was at Twentv-fifth and 
Dixipe Streets, Reed added a 
billard room and conservatory. 
The library was stocked with 
richly-bound books. 

There was a huge safe in the 
middle of one wall. Inside, 
Reed's valuable collections 


grew through the years 
He managed to assemble an 


Viana WOrld-Herald, March 30-31, 1976 


Byron Reed 
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almost complete set of Omaha's 
first newspaper, The Arrow, 
Printed between July 28 and 
Nov. 10, 1854, The Arrow went 
to press Whenever paper was 
avuitable, Reed pot 12 of the 13 
editions and missed only No. 6. 
It was never located. The collec- 
tion i$ in Lhe public library's ar- 
CHIves. 


Mansion Razed 


The huge Reed house at 
Twenty-lilth and Dpdpe 
Sircets, where Byron died, he 
tame the first home of Boys 
Town. Father Edward J. Fiana- 
gan rented it afier Mrs. Reed 
and ter two children moved ta 
anuther house at 503 South 
Thirty-sixth Street, 


Roys Town was at Twenty 
filth and Dodge from Dec. 12, 
1917 to June 1, 1918. The man- 
sion has been razed and a serv- 
Ice station maw occupies the 
Sire. 

Mrs. Reed lived to become a 
pray haired, handsome woman 
eminent in the city's sucial life. 
Her home on Thirty-sixth Street 
was on the “aold Coast,” a 
neighborhux! sprinkled with 
mansiwns and stretching from 
Thirty-serand Avenue to Far- 
tieth Street and from Daven- 
port to Jones Streets 
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Umanha Worlc-Rerald, 


Ben Sylvester, retired World- 
Herald city editor, writing the 
“West Farnam Story,” an.ac- 
eount of the families living in 
those mansions, said of Mrs. 


Reed: “Stic was a charming 
Woman. 
_ Before her death March 


LU43 when she way 9, Mrs. 
Reed passed on some advice to 
young women: “! don't know 
une can bring a woman great- 

satisfaction than making 
ice people happy," 


ler husband had passed to 
Omaha a larger legacy, 
‘Stunning’ 


Reed willed the land for the 
old downtown library. But his 
greatest gift was the coin and 
rure book and letters collec- 
lions he gave the city, The col- 
l€CHONS remain intact, 

Lawyer Jerome Grossman, 
who is coordinaling a panel of 
experts Cvaluating the coins, 
sald | the collection is ““stunn- 
ig.” Ils value may execed $3 
nution, he said. Stored in vari- 
(as banks vaults im the city, the 
collection includes more than 
5,000 coins and medals and pa- 
per money. It ls especially rich 
in Greek and Roman coins 
[here is a car complete set of 
American coins, 

The book collection includes 
[he work of monks of the 
Middle Ages. One book of the 
loth century, illustrated in a 
nue of colors, is bound in vel- 
him, 

IL is almost impossible to 
Lranslate what Reed was worth 
af the time of his death into 
modern dollars. Dr. Theodore 
Reesler, acting chairman of the 
econonjics department, Univer- 
sity of Nebraska-Lincoln, said 
there are few government price 
liidexes poing back Lo 1891, 

But, said Roesler, the value 
mM the dullar has increused at 
least seven times since then. 
Thal would place Reed's wealth 
laday at at least $14 million, 

Early stories about the 
wealth indicate the $2 million 
fortune did not include the enin 
ond book collections. The assets 
tuulated were mainly real es- 
tate and cash. 
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‘Nane of Byron and Mary 
Reed's descendants, including 
their two children, reached his 
prominence or wealth, Like 
Reed himself, the heirs to this 
day shun public exposure, 

Robert Best, 2317 North Fif- 
ty-fifth Street, Reed's preat 
Brandson, said he doesn't know 
how the original fortune has 
been dispersed. Much of it, ac- 
cording to news stories and le 
cal history books, was split 
among numerous heirs and 
found its way into charity, 
Taxes whittled away at it, too. 

Other descendants remaining 
in Omaha’ are Best's mother, 
irs. R. Russell Best, Reed's 
granddaughter and wife of a re- 

tired surgeon, and Robert 
Best's sister, Mrs. Guy Moore, 
A brother, Thomas, lives in 
Montana, There are other des- 
cendants living as far away a5 
Califorma. ; 

Robert Best said the family's 
knowledge of Reed’has come 


mostly from letters and olher- 


memorabilia. Because Reed 
died so long ago, Best said, 
“We really didn’t know him." 

After Byron Reed's death, the 
real cilate company went to his 
sm, A (for Abraham Lip- 
coln) Reed. 

The younger Reed also was 
secretary of the Fontenrelle 
Hotel Associalion whith [i- 
nanced and built the hotet. Ile 
was a director of the United 
Slates National Rank which, {n 
1929, bought the Byron Reed 
Co. The bank shortly afterward 
Sold the company to Linn 
Campbel], James Nickerson 
and Charles FE. Peterson Sr., 
Peterson's son Charles Jr., is 
now president. A. L, Reed died 
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Reed ... dled in 1 1891, 
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Best... Great grandson. 
at 87 on May 27, 1957. 

His sister, Maria Reed, mar- 
ried Frank B. Johnson who, un- 
like his in-laws, wus outgaing 
and flamboyant. 

Ben Sylvester, the West 
Farnam Story" aulhor, wrote 
that the marriage was not 
blessed by the Reeds. A son ofa 
Plattsmouth-area general store 


‘owner, Johnsun “played poker 


for high stakes, and pool, and 
the stock market and didn't al- 
tend) church regularly,”’ Syl- 
vestéer wrote. 


“Mrs. Reed liad in mind for 
her daughiler a young man who 
was rising in business and a 
pillar of the Trinity Church,” 
Sylvester said 

Jahnson and Miss Reed over- 
came the impasse by eloping to 
Chicago. They later returned to 
Omaha, and Johnson even- 
tually pained the favor of his in- 
laws. 










Mrs. Reed... 1825 phote, 


Heirs Stay C Out of Spolight 





His early years were some 


what of a financial disaster. 
Frank Johnson tried and failed 
to corner the lemon market and 
il cost him dearly. He invested 
in the ill-fated Omaha Republi- 
can and Jost $75,01W). He kept the 
job-printing end of the news- 
paper, and it hecame the Oma- 
ha Printing Co. (Robert Best, 
his grandson, is vice presi- 
dent.) 

Johnson was influential in 
business and Jocal potitics for 
nearly 60 years, working must- 
ly out of the public's view, 


sylvester wrote: “He said he 
never refused a friend who 
needed a loan, He was a media 
tor in domestic strife and js 
said tu have caved the mar- 
riapes of several prominent 
couples," 


Johnson moved World-Herald 
wriler Edward Morrow to 
write: “In the midst of dis- 
aster, he could sit smiling, talk- 
Ing Lo sameone else," 

Morrow added: 


“A Curious processidn came 
to his office: A newsboy asking 
for money to buy a suit for con- | 
firmation; a businessman 
saying his men were threat- 
cning to strike and wanting to | 
know if he could depend on po- 
lic# protection; a broken-down 
acquaintance wanting a drink; 
a prominent cilizen who said 
police had picked up his son 
and wondered if sumething 
coukin’, be dene: a railroad 
canductor asking Johnson's in- 
fluence to get him transferred 
to California,” 

At 78, Johnson died April 6, 
1939. 
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At book checkout counter... Mrs. Pauline Saunders, left, with library page Kim Whiteside, 


Downtown Library 
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Switchboard Silent 


By Eileen Wirth 


fur nearly three weeks, the 
phone has been ringing off the 
hook at the old downtown Ji- 
brary. 

“Everybody has been calling 
tr ask if we're still here at Nine- 
teenth and Harney or to ask 
when we are moving," said 
Marparet Larsen, head of home 
circulation. 

Tuesday, the switrhhoard 
Wis quict, she said. The long 
awaited announcement had 
come. The old building, which 
upened in 1894, is to close at 


iM this afternoun fur the move | 


to the new W. Dale Clark Li- 
brary, 5 

An air of quiet expecluncy 
hung over the cramped main 
reading room Tuesday after. 
noon, 

A handful of noon hour pu- 
trons browsed, as usual, 
through the stacks and exam- 
ined books in the main display 
Cass 

“We're seeing a lot of famil- 
lar faces,” said Mrs. Larsen. 
“But mostly we've been seeing 
the people who always have 
come, just like usual,” 

Hut all was not quite as usual, 
even for longtime patrons. 

The perialicals were gone, 
along with the federal guvern- 
men dpcuments and must of 
(he Byron Reed Collection, The 
buys and girls department had 
closed, The books in the base. 
ment had been moved. 

There were nv banks wailing 
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ft) be pleked up behind the 
checkout counter. A signon the 
revolving front door announced 
the building's imminent clas. 


Po gow 


Doors close... for last time. 





4 ft 


Wirveet th 


ing. A rope hiocked acecss to 


One side of the wide, curving 
main stairway, 
“Come and see us al our new 
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hame,"’ a cheerful librarian 
told visitors as she checked out 
books. ““We'll even have nice 
chairs in the reading room for 
you to sit in," 


Mrs, Larsen said most users 
Beem Cager fur the new build- 
ing to open but some are nostal- 
Ric about the closing of the old 
building. 


“A lot of them have grown up 
with it,” she said. “‘Ie’s been 
their library home, One man 
said he had come to attend the 
last rites," Another came In 
and took pictures. ’ 

Despite the old building's 
drawbacks, it always had a 
comfortable feeling, she said. 
“It's sort of old shoeish.”’ 

Parents recently have been 
bringing children for a last 
walk on the plass floor of the 
stacks, she said, 

Mrs. Larsen said the library 
staff hopes that the public will 
feel cyually comfortable in the 
new building. 

Some things won't change, 
she sald. 

The elderly men who have 
spent hours reading in the sec- 
ond-floor reference room still 
will be welcome at the new li- 
brary, she sald. People still will 
be allowed to browse freely 
among the books, periodicals 
and microfilms. 

City Librury Director Frank 
Gibson said he hopes within a 
week to unnounce an opening 
date for the new librarv 
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Omaha (AP) — A collection of ra 
uncirculated coins from the city-owned 
Byron Reed collection Is on display at 
the Boys Town Dee iste ac- 
-ording to Melvin Stark, c : 
sa asaley, fo remain at Boys Town 
indefinitely, Is part of @ collection of 
coins, autographs, medals, currency 
and other historical memorabilia 
willed to Omaha by real estate ploneer 
Byron Reed. 
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| Coin collection at Boys Town 


‘OMAHA, Neb. (AP) — A collection of rare. uncirculated cuins from the 
city-owned Byron Reed collection is on display at the Noys Town PhilaMatic 
Center, according to Melvin Stark, curator. 

The display is part of collection of coins. autographs, medals, currency and 
other historical memorabilia willed to Omaha in 189] by real estate pioneer 
*BRyron Reed. , 

The display, entitled “Coins That Might Have Been,”' will remain at Boy 

Town indefinitely, Stark said. 
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THR BOYS TOWNER July’ 


c 
.T. NEWS 


A collection of coins struck hy the U.S. 
Mint bul never released toa the public pocker 


1s on display at the boys Town PhilaMatic Cen- 
Ler. 


2977 


Called "Coins That Miglit 
the display ineludes about [50 pennies, two- 
cene pieces, gold dollars and Other coins from 
Omaha's Byron Reed Collection. 

Known as experimental, pattern and trial 
coins, all are rare, said center curatur Mel- 
vin Stark. 

Patterns or models of Proposed coins of- 
ten were distributed to members of Cunpress 
for approval, he said. Unpopular desiens 
were discarded, and only a few remain today. 

Boys ‘Town employces are welcome to 
the coins at the PhilaMatic Center. 
will be housed there indefinitely. 
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Pattern, trial and experimental pieces of the Byron Reed 
Collection are examined by the Rev. Robert P. Hupp (right), 
director of Boys Town, and Mel Stark, curator of the Phila 
Matic Center. Ihe exhibit is on indefinite loan to the center. 


Boys Town Exhibition 
focuses on Patterns 


display entitled ‘Coins 

al Murht Have Heen,” com- 

posed of coins struck by the 

U.S. Mint but never released 

Lo the public, is currently on ex 

hibit at the Boys Town, Neb., 
Vhila Matic Center. 

Included in the display are 
about 150 eents, twovcent 
wieces, gold dullars and other 
coins from the Byron Reed col- 
lection. Known as experi- 
mental, pattern and = trial 
meces, all are rare, according to 
Melvin Stark, curator of the 
center, 

One of the three or four 
known 1836 Gobrechtl cupper 
dollurs is on display with such 
rarities as an 186 copper dol- 
lar and an IK72 Warber’s 
Amazon copper dollar, 

The display is part of a col- 
lection of coins, autographs 
and other historical memor: 
ahilia willed to the City of 
(maha in 1891 by Byron Reed, 
A pioneer real estate man. 

Hlours for viewing the exhibit 
are: Mon-Sat. 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

' Sundays and holidays 9 
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Rare Coins at Boys Town 
A collection of coins struck by the U.S, Mint bi 
. fever released to the public pocket iy on display 
™ the Boys Town PhilaMatic Cente | 
Called “Cuins That Might Have Been.” the dis 
lav inelncdes about 140) Pennies, (we-cent preces, gold 
5 dollars and ulher come from Omaha's (Neh) Byron 
: Reed Collection, Known as caperimental, pattern und 
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re trial cous, all are rare, said Melvin Stark. curnter 
- ff the PhiluMatie Center 

i? The collection will remain at the center indeti- 
c nitely, Mr. Stark suid. Hours are & am. tn 4 pm. 
= Monday through Saturday. and 9 a.m. te 4 pm, Sum- 
et dave and huliduys 

. The PhilaMatiw Center is Bove Town's stump and 
vi COMUL tr Usui Misplayed al the center ure stympe 
¢ ‘coins, paper money und other collectibles. which are 
my) 6dunated tr ions = Town, 


o.m, to 4 pm. 
In addition to the Iteed ex- 


hibit, the PhilaMatic Center 
houses cvins, paper money, 
Staimps and other items of 


interest. The center is open 
yeurround and open to the 
public free of charge 


SSS ee 





a — 


sday, August 17, 1977 Page 76 


qu 


Coins that might have been 


“Coins that might have 
been," an exhibition of US, 
patterns, trial and experimen- 
tal pieces were exhihited ar 
Boys Town PhilaMatic Center 
kecently, 

The 150 minur, silver and 
gold patterns are fram = the 


World faniwus Ryron Reed col 
lection, which telongs to the 
renter. 

The exhibit will remain on 
ditplay indefinitely Hours wre 
§ am. to 4 pm Monday 
through Saturday. 9 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Suriday and halidays. 





“Cuins That Might Have Hoen’ 
On Display itt Boys Town 
_ Soins Thal Mirhit Have Been’ 
Uispla y af the Bays Jawn Phifladdaeie 
Cenrer, This Uisplay 13 Pens af 
COUTTS String Le by thie 1/5. hlirie hess Reuc 
released to the Pulslic. frre luacteef in the 
lay éfe about SU ane-ceny a aie 
: CONT PIECES, fold dollars and aihes 
“INS tram Oriata’s (Neb) Byron Reed 
LoVection. Known ge Buserive, <4 
ei und trial cuins, all are saan 
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eatterns of models of Proposed cons 
were uilen distributed to Members et 
Cangress for approval, Mr Stark said 
[rose coms nol dnproved by Congrese 
Were usually remelted with anly d few 
betty ning taday, Alte includad irr thie 
GISPiy are coins which have ane side 
appraved by Congress and the other 


side not approved, and coins struck in 


Byron Reed Historical Seciety 
Receives Humanities Grant 

The Byran Reed listorteal Saciety 
Ine will receive a planning prane from 
the National Endowment for the 
Humanities, according to the sacicty’s 
President, Kobert M, Vassell, The grant 
Proposal was prepared by members of a 
special cammittee of the SOCIERW, IT 
cluding Vassell as principal author ‘and 
co authors Leonard M. Owen, pi gject 
director, and Gloria Owen. secretary 

This grant will fund 9 feasibility study 
ta determine the most effective way ta 
DAT rear ey the culture and herlage corn- 
lained within the world-renowne:l 
Reed collection, Cuins, manu bU TINTS and 
we tures will be selected by the coms. 
r > fy: USO In a series of slides to re- 
edueste Ormahans about the rich 


| | f emu 
CUIMFa! | larg ay rcpresectcd in the 
color | 
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dollars. 
One of only three or faur 1836 
Gobrecht copper dollars known to exist 
t§.on display, Other raritivs are an 866 
copper dollar and an lez Aarber’s 
Amaron copper dollar, According ty 
Mr. Stark the display at the PhilaMatic 
Center doesn't include all such cains in 
the Byron Reed collection due ty snace 
limitations, | 
fhe display is part of a collection of 
coms, dutograghs, med 


other Neen als, currency and 
i E i's trira 


other memorabilia willed to 
ye city of Ohnaha in 1691 by Beran 
Reed, Omaha Pioneer real estate matt. 
Coms That Might Have Been” well 
remain dt the PhilaMatic Center tn- 
Cetinitely during hours of 8 2.m, to 4 
Ppom.. Monrlay throueh Saturday. and 9 
a.m lo 4om.. Sundays and holiday _ 
Hesides is display, the PhilaMfatic 
Center houses CAINS, Paper moles 
stamps anc orhes items of INterest ty the 
Se reOUs coller for ane roneral public 
dike. Such: iterns ire lide Swedich Plate 
Money cong which weinh several 
pounds cach, the world’s larged paper 
Money disolav with over 9,0UG notes 
mee ” PhilaMate eee MORE ¥, 
: : mf aitracts 
theusands wl visitors each year and is 
Open to the public froe of charge | 


The side Presentation will be g viahle 
Ri « Insure the safety of the coins 
WEG Lee the ; 

MINE (he closest thine to SHEING 


the actual article. The Re 
currently housed in a bank vault 
Byron Reed Historical ? 
members believe th 
Stimulate the citizen 
4a permanent hame 
collection, sq th 
Benerations will learn More 
mankind's history, : 
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3 Structures Added to Historic Register 


| 





1e Diary 


Ten Years Ago Today — 1968 


"1 SCu- 


9 tribes and reser- 


it was One-of the 7irst 


F 
i 
a 


nunm-reservation bearding 


— - 


Ihe main li- ard academiz 


Tt Was 


= 
i 


e 
ft 


Kim! 


| — The Nebras- 


1 
a | 


L.neola (LC 
aa Historical Socie 


Sllactons in th 


aC 
courtry. Some of the coirs ware 


reaico l2or1 


f 
‘ 


reining 


ail 
rary until 29 


y Wecnes- 





dents *rom, 
WaT lons. 


es 
a a 


& 
ie 


= 


Loc 
nn = 
OSs 
“38 
oo a 
Pgs 
o#2 
=E w 
a 
xZeE 
omc 
ee 
o a 
age 
— ns 
Eafe 
Oe a 
7 bs 
Ea. 














Unique anc ware not «ndwn to exist 
before the collection was exam- 
ined. Fe seid he col'ecton could 
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“Coins That Might 


showe Asing 


‘Jection of United States pauern 


And toal pieces. is the featured 
Uisplay at the Doys Town Phi- 
laMatu Center, Roys Town, 


. Neb. 


egress bul mu the other. 


Included in the exhibit are 
some 150 cents, two-cent piec 


| es, gold dollars, and other ex. 
amples of U.S. coins struck by - 


the Mint but never released to 
’ circulation, plus coins which 
had one 51 de approved by Con- 
and 
coins struck in «id metals, 
such as an lad (imbrecht cop- 
per dollar, and an 1872 Barber 
Amazon copper dollar 

The (rial coins are part of a 
collection of coins, 


tems willed to the city of 


‘Omaha in J891 by real estare 


pionecr Byron Reed. The col- 
lection is rated! one nf the finest 
of its Kind in the country, ac- 
cording (a PhilaMatic Center 


Curator Melvin Stark 


The PhilaMatic Center had 


medals, * * 
currency, and other historical 


its origin in the fate 1940's 


when the late Dwight ©. Bar- 
: donated his ex. 
corre collection of stamps, 
| 


rett, of Tulsa, 


currency, and related items to 
Father Fdward J, Flanagan's 


Boys Town. 


Father Flanapan asked Bar-. 


retl, a.retired mechanical 
engineer, 10 design a suitable 
ition, and through the efforts wf 
| Barrett and the donations of 
Mrs. John R. MecCarl, who con- 
tributed funds in honor of lier 
late hushand, the PhilaMatic 


museum (6 house the collec. * 
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8 Byron Reed patterns, trials _— 
appear in Boys ‘Town exhibit" 
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Rev, Robert P, Hupp (L), director of Boys Town and an avid coin collector, and curator Melvin - 
Stark take a look al several of the cvins in the Byron Reed collection, now on display at the Boys 


Town PhilaMatic Center. 


Cemler became a reality on 
July 1, 1951 

barrett served as curatoy of 
[he museum until 1959. and 
was Curator emeritus unti) hus 
death in 1964. His assistant, 
Wren L. Culkin, headed the (a- 
cilmy from 1959 wntil 1972, 


“when he gave way Lo ihe pres. 


ent curator. . 

Since the beginning, the mu. 
seum has grown ftom 216 
frames of coins, currency, 
stamps, and related material, 
to nearly 630 frames, thanks to 
donations from many individu 
als and instituliuns. Among its 


oulstanding displaws ef num 
ismatic and philatelic as well 
as general interes! are a 61K) 
pound ball of stanips (featured 
In Rapley's “Believe i Or 
Not"), the “world’s larpest 
paper money display feafuring 
more than 9.000 nores, Swedish 
plale mtoney coins wh weiph 
several pounds each, the only 
existing tock af fowr Linicmn 
duwn, Ala., Confederate 
stamps, a display of ohsolete 
paper money in which visitors 
are mvited to find notes from 
them home town, a stamp with 
a $90,008 denomination, and the 





O¢car awarded to Socncer [ra 
cey for his portrayal of Father 
Flanagan im the J948 film 
“Boys Town." 

Nearly wne millon visitors 
have passed through the Phi- 
laMatic Center, open year- 
round from 8 a.m. to 4 pm 
Monday through Saturday, and 
9 am. tu 4 p.m. Sundays and 
holidays. (rvup tours are 
available by callinp {402) 498. 
1360, 

“Coins That Mimht Have 
Been” will be un display furan * 
indefinite period, according to 
Curator Stark. 


Veys: New Home Needed 
For Byron Reed Collection 


Like many city officials be- 
fore him, May or Veys hopes one 
day that w ‘proper, secure 
place” can be found to display 
the Byron Reed collection of 
rare books, autographs, news- 
Papers and coins. 

The mayor and Councilman 
Richard Takechi visited the W. 
Dale Clark Library this week to 
check on the more (han 1,900 
books and 800 autographs in the 
collection donated to the c ity In 
1891 by pioneer real estate man 
ay ron, Reed, 


ana World Herald, 


ee would tuke a faotball 
field” to display all the items 
Beery VYeys said af his 
esday press conference. 
| The coins, valued at $3 mil- 
lion, have heen stored in a bank 
Vault since 1966, afler- there 
were séveral efforts to steal 
them from the old mast |i- 
brury, Snr 
The rest of the collection now 
is in a locked file case in the 
saa library's loca! history de- 


riment. 
10/20/77 Thurs 
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imately 500 notes and includes 
pieces printed by Benjamin 
Pranklin and notes printed trom 
plates engraved by Paul Revere. 
Blue paper varielies and a number 
of uncut sheets are also displayed. 
Another part of the Bovs Town 
Hirentennial exhibit features 
autographs of the signers of the 
leclaration of Independence. Of 
lie 56 patriots who signed the 
Declaration, signatures of 32 of the 
signers are on display. 
Documents bearing the 
signalures of Benjarnin Franklin,, 


Thomas Jefferson, Samuel Adams 


and Jolin Hanceck are also shown. 
\ letter signed by George 
Washington is included in this dis- 
play. 

The Buys Town Philamatic 
Center was opened in July, 1951, 
and is chiefly comprised of the cx- 
tensive stamp and coin holdings 
donated to Boys Town by Dwight 
A. Barrett, an Omaha philatelist, 

The display is sponsored jointly 
hy the center and the Omaha- 
(houglas County Bicentennial Com- 
mission. The public is invited. 
Ti ' 
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‘observes 25th anniversary 


Hoys Tuwn, Neb., PhilaMatic 
Center celebraLled its 25th anniver- 
sary on July | with an open house. 

Guests attending the event had 
the opportunity to view the nearly 
5.00) coins, tukers and medals ex- 
hibited. by the center. Also dis- 


played were nearly 9,000 pieces of . 


paper money, belleved by 


* 4 5} 
by the United Colonzes in 


denominations of two-thirds and 
one-sixth of # dollar, and a com- 
plete collection of Confeacrate 
States of America issues. 

ln commemoralion of the 
nation’s ‘Bicentennial, the 
PhilaMatie ‘Center fealured a 


special display which featured | 
.American Colonial. coins apd 


| PhilaMatic Center curator Mel 
Stark to De the largest such exhibit : 
in the world. - "4 : 
Among these notes are a 

Chines® Imperial Bank note used 
100 years before the discovery of 
America, a large U.S. Fractional 
Currency collection, noles issued 


medals, and 500 notes, many of 
which had been printed by Bet 
jamin Franklin, Among the latter 
were pleces carrying the 
signatures of $2 of the 56 Signers ol 
the Declaration of Independence. 
In wddition to the exhibits of 


| Center marks anniversary 





Ge. 
cuins, slumps and other pieces, 
acquired through donations from 
private individuals to the center. 

The special exhibit of Colonial 
material was loaned for the event 
by the city of Omaha, from the 
famed Byron Heed collection, and 
the open house represented the 
first-time in 10 years thal this 






i 
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of 


material had been displayed 
publicly. 

Stork estimates that mare than 
a million visilors have seen the 
displays in the PhilaMatic Center 
in the last quarter century, “And 


we'll continue tv admil visitors | 
free of charge 361% days a year 
for many, many more years,” he | 


suid. 


Confederate Statics nele specialist Grover Criswell (1.), vice president 
and governor of the American Nomismatic Association, admires a note 
| pointed out to bim by PhilaMatic Center curator Mel Stark during July | 
| open house al the center, beld to commemorate its 25th anniversary, 


yys Lown PhilaMatie Center 


coins und paper money, visitors 
viewed collections of stamps, 


. documents, paintings, pre-Colum- 


bian artifacts and the “Oscar” 
trophy won by actor Spencer 
Tracy for his part in the’ movie, 
“Boys Town.” y 

The WhilaMatic Center was 
formed July 1, 1901, when Dwight 
O, Aarrett, a retired mechanical 
engineer [rom Tulsa, Oklz., 


spresented to Boys Town 200 


frames of stamps and coins which * 
he had collected, o] 

The collection has grown in the 
lust 25 years to 64 frames of 


a Please turn to page 9 
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Reed Coins So’‘Secure 
A Locksmith Needec 


By Michael Kelly ws 


etaionlaa Stor Writer (+ 4) 


The City of Omaha's Byron 
Reed coin collection is secure. 


People, Places and Events of miele Hobs by Interest 











*One of the nation's great coin collections will re- 
main in a bank vault for the foreseeable future, but 
slides of the individuul runiuies may he available for 
public viewing by next spring. That's the word fram 
(maha, Neb., city councilman Ilichard Takechi. whe is 
on the board of the Byrow Reed Historical Associa- 
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Lion, owticr of the §3 million ltvron Reel Nunusimatic lt is so secure that it took a ©) ; 
Collection, ; | locksmith todrillopen the vault °S -\§ 
During a recent visit to Omaha by Grover C. Cris- where the collection 1s kept. a Si 
. ¥ ‘ ; FL ary « © 
weil, president of the Ameticun Numismatic Associa: ate ME ain cha ae Gk ool. | 
tien, Takeclu, olher city otficials and area coin collec- ont think bi a b ch He) 
tors wuanled to display some of the Reed Collection pene tah weit Se - oc = i 
coins for the visiting ANA executive. Trouble was. no- curity proweeures y AT iS i 
nm cilman Richard Takechi said. “h 







body could open the hank vault where the collection is 
kept As a result, a locksmith was called, who hud ty 
dnl through the vault door to upen il, 

Takeeli admitted the incident was eluburras singe, 
but the coins are behind a double-coumbination lock. 
One combination is known only to the associution, and 
the other is known only tu Takechi. ‘The city councillor 
suid he had committed the combingtion to memory, 
but coulda’t remember it when asked to open the 
vaull. Thus, the need for a lock sinith, 

The collection itself was willed to the city in LRU up 
on the death of Reed, a pioneer Omaha ren) estate mun. 
It was kept in the ald public library until 1966, when 
two burglary attempts prompled the city to move it to 
a bank vuult, | 

‘Vakechi and other city officials said they would like 
to put Lhe culleclion on public display, Lut security ig 
the problem. “[t's a security myphtmare,” said Omaha 
mavor Yeyvas. Ilowever, the historical avsnecnition, 
which oversees Lhe collection thas received a $2,500 
grant trom Lhe National i peloow semen for thaw Aarts to 
prepare u slide show on the collection. Officials hepe 
that will inerease interest and Jead to donations fur a 
building to hese it 

~Warre heping the slide show can be resdv by 
spring, Takochi said. [f they can get the vault. door 
Open Lo photoeraph Lhe coins! 


“Dick (Takechi) apparently 2 
just couldn't remember the 
combination,” Mayor Veys & 







0 


said. g wa 

Another official said some- = oe ig \; 

thing mighl’have been wrong ~ a; 

with the lock. | : 
The collection was willed to "Takechi 

the city in 1892 upon the death of : 

Reed, pioneer Omaha reakh  ‘Takechi said it should not b 


estate man. we , publicly known, for securit 

| _ It is said to be worth $3 mil- reasons, that an individual suc! 
‘lion or more, and Omaha coin as himself has one of the combi 
dealer Al Moore said itisone of nations. 


the best in the nation. ; When asked what had har 
The coins were held in the old pened at the vault, he replied 
public library until 1966. TWO” “|r not going to tell you. If thi 
burglary alternpts caused the’ comes out, I'm thinking of re 
city fo move the collection lo a signing (as representative t 
bank vault. the historical association)."" 
Officials gathered in the U.S," The Reed collection, which it 
Nutional Bank one day this’ cludes: weap peer books” an 
week to look at the coins and; @0cuments as Wel a5 Coins, 
have a picture taken. Mains closed to the public. 


Grover Criswell, Fort McCoy,! 
Fla., president of the American, *¢ ; | , 
Numismatic Association, was Security Nightmare 
in Omaha, and some local coin) = ‘Takechi und others have sai 
collectors wanted his picture) they would like to open it fi 
taken with the mayor, holding; public view, but that security : 
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some of ihenend coins, theproblem. 
+ “It's a security nighlmare, 
‘aes : | Vevs said. 
ANot Written Down -.~= "The Reed historical group h: 


“The coins ure behind *a Teccived a $2,500 grant from t! 
double<combination jock. One! National Endowment for t! 
“combination is known oniy to| Arts to prepare u slide show « 

ciation, and the other is known. ‘hat will increase interest ar 

only to Takechi, the City Coun-' ‘ead. to donations for a buildy 

cil’s representative to the his- house it. 3 

torical association. ° ‘We're hoping the slide ahe 

An aide tothe mayor sald that eee by spring,” Tak 

Takechi indicated that he had! “hi sald. a ee 

cummuitted the combination to“ The Omaha Library Board 

memory, and did not have it 2974 recommended that the cx 

written down. lection be sald to raise funds f 

The representative of the his- 4 ew main library, but the Ci 
torical association successfully Council voted unanimous 
worked his combination, but, 282!"st the sale. The libra 

Takechi could nol get his to! eventually was built. 

open it. “It's a shame it can't 

“IT went tolunch,” Veys said, | Shown to the public,” sa 
Meanwhile, different se. Moore, treasurer of the histo 
quences of numbers were trieq | C4! association. 

On the Jock. Finally, a locksmith 
was Called tu drill it open, and 


Veys was called back after 
tunch for a picture. 
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“a Byron Reed 


collection 
in the dark 


(Continued from Page 1-4) 
the Reed collection since 1955, when he viewed it dur- 
ing an Omaha convention, agrees with Owen that ANA 
might be attracted to huld a convention in Omaha if 





the Reed collection could be placed on permanent dis- - 


play. That's if Omaha could come up with enough 
hotel rooms to accommodate thousands of collectors, 
he says. 


Criswell says the existence of the Reed collection * 


very nearly succeeded in landing the ANA national 
headquarters in Omaha during the 1960s. Negotiations 
between Joslyn and ANA were in progress to establish 
an office building and museum north of the art mu- 
seum, but broke down over a lack of off-street park- 
ing, he says. 

EVEN UP TO EIGHT years ago, says Criswell. he 
tried to rekindle interest in Omaha as a national ANA 
headquarters, but was stymied by the city's unwilling- 
ness to commit itself to ANA custody of the Reed col- 
lection. Now the national headquarters is established 
in Colorado Springs, Colo., and is unlike! y lo be 
moved, says Criswell. 

So far, admits Vassell, any talk about a cultural 
center to house Reed artifacts is only that — talk. The 
historical society — composed of Vassell, President Al 
Moore, Leonard and Gloria Owen, Boys Town Phila- 
matic Cenler Director Mel Stark and attorney Jerome 
P. Grossman — are basically collectors, not prime 
movers, he says. Vassell says the city’s business lead- 
ers would have to spearhead such a project. 

The historical society's role has becn to catalogue 
the large collection of coins and medals, a job that is 
almost completed, says Owen. Additionally, the socie- 
ty has scen to it thal all coins have been placed in indi- 
vidual holders to preserve them. Years ago many of 
the coins were simply tossed into cigar boxes, he says, 

For its part, the city has made absolutely no pro- 
gress since 1966 in finding a publically accessible 
home for the collection, interviews with Mayor Al 
Veys and City Councilman Richard Takechi (liaison 
between the city and the historical society) indicate. 

VEYS SAYS HE DID hold conversations with 
Northwestern Bell Telephone Co, officials about dis- 
playing small parts of the collection inside an office 
building. Nothing has cume of it yet, he says, 

And Takechi says he knows of no interest CxXpress- 
ed by any Omaha group in housing the collection or 
building # structure to hold it. Both Veys and Takechi 
admit that the finding of a home for the collection 
hasn't been a high priority. 
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As Veys sees if, the cost of providing securily for a 
public viewing of the collection, which includes a prize 
$250,000 1804 silver dollar, is prohibitive. Instead, the 
city spends $100 per year on vault rental and about §4.- 
(4X) to pay insurance while the coins remain out of 
sight, 

The cily has for 13 years been j : 
that brought it this nest egg, The weallhy realtor and 
one-time city official, Byron Reed, donated his coins, 
medals, currency, books and manuscripts, along with 
land on which a library could be built, upon his death 
in 1891. The gift was made on the condition that a 
building be constructed to house the collection. The 
will stated that “sald library and coin collection shal! 
be placed in said building and forever thereafter be 
used and displayed for the benefit of the public.” 

Reed stipulated that the city’s failure to mcet the 
conditions would result in forfeiture of the collection to 
his heirs. City officials, cognizant of their violation, 
pald remaining Reed heirs $50,000 in 1973 and 1974 to 
waive any claim to the fortune. 

THE HIGH COST OF security for the valuables has 
proved a stumbling block to the city, a fact that histor- 
ical Society President Al Moore understands Moore 
estimates the cost of an appropriate building with an 
adequate electronic security system at $1 million 

We realize that kind of money isn’t going to be 
coming from the taxpayers,’ he Says. "They have 
enough problems. If we could find an ‘angel’, maybe 
we could get somewhere."" 

The sociely was able to oblain a grant of less than 
$2,000 to pul topelher a slide presentation chronicling 
the life of Reed and same outstanding specimens in the 
collection. The grant, from the National Endowment 
for the Humanities, was supplemented by funds ¢con- 
tributed by local coin clubs. 

Besides the famous silver dollar, the presentation 
makes mention of a large collection of gold COLNS, an- 
cient pieces and early currency, including the only 
known existing bank note issued by the Bank of Flor- 
ence, Nebraska's oldest bank. 

Manuscripts and documents contributed by Reed 
were authored by what sounds like a Who's Who of his 
torical figures: Composers like Strauss and Mendel- 
sohn, literary figures such as Dickens, Byron, Cle- 
mens. Letters from the abolitionist John Brown are 
contained there. So are documents prepared by 
George Washington, explorer William Clark, the-Na- 
poleons ) 

GENE DEGRUSON, special collections librarian ) 
at Piltsburgh State University in Pillsburgh, Kan., | 
came to Omaha last fall to quickly view some of the | 
documents, 

DeGruson says he was startled by the extent and / 
value of the documents. Several, including a live-pape / 
report by Gen. George Washington to the Continental 
Congress on the progress of the Revolutionary Way, 
are unknown to scholars and of high value he savs. It 
is DeGruson who estimates the value of the manus 
cripts at in excess of $1 million. 

Members of the historical society hope to generate 
interest for their dream, the Heed Center, by showing 
the slide presentation to civic groups, 

But as to the future of the collection, the society's 











“Members admit they are like the locked up coins — in 
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Omaha Worl a Ke ral a 


Settlement Is Possible 
On Old City Library 


City Hall might pay $50,000 to 
the heirs of Byron Keed so Lhe 
uid public library can be renp- 
vated for offices. 


May’ lL, 1979 


Renovation Prop osal 


For Old ae Snags 


Other lepal thearles havi 
been bounced back and forth 

Could the cily win in cuurt? 

“Ils not a hands-down case 


By Michael Kelly lar 49 cars would be built on the City Attorney Herbert Fitle hut we think we have a decen 

World-Herald Stott writer hack af the library The interior said Tuesday that he rmighit rec- egal position,” Fitle said. Al 

| focal point would be an atrium ommend thar the Ciry Council = jorneys for the heirs disagree 
Plans to renovate the old extending frum the basement ta approve the settlement to avoid 


2. sian : Last fall, a City Hall com 
cownlown library are on the the rou, with an exisrin @ lawsuit that would take two ah pap ep COREIETIE 
; BE ; " ke two tee selected Dodge Duwntow: 


shell because of a legal ques- 
tian: Whoowns the land? 

The heirs of Byron Reed have 
slaked aciaim, 

“The city expressly agreed in 
an ordinance (in 1891} that it 
would forever use the premises 


skylight providing light 

Two plass-enclosed elevators 
and a Spiral stairway would be 
atthe atrium's edge, 

At one me, the plan was tur 


- work tostart this munth, but the 


legal prowlem hus delayed the 













years, 


factor, (> pet this 


poing.,’’ Fitle sald 


Attorneys for the city , 
heirs have been negotiating Yor 


“The only reason we would 
recommend settling is the time 
project 


and the 


Development, inc., a wholl 
owned subsidiary of the N_P 
xkize Cn., as the firm to reno 
vate the old library. 


The building, designated as ; 
city historical landmark, ha 


for a public library," said Mi- project. months. Kyrun Reed heen mostly vacant since the W 
vente attorney fur the Milton Abrahams, attorney queathed the properry ar Itth Dale Clark public librar 
R eirs 


According to the will of pl- 
oneer Qnoiiha real estate man 
Byron Reed, who bequeathed it 
to the city, the land returns to 
tes heirs if it I$ not used for thut 
purse, Schleich saul. 

City Attorney Herbert Fitle 


far Txxipe Development, has 
written the City Legal Depart- 
ment that Dodge will nul be ina 
position to arrange financing 
until Lhe legal question is set- 
Lee. 

In an earlier letter, attorney 
Schicich told city alficials that 















The city says such 


and Harney Streets tothe city 
His heirs say that the will and 
an 1891 city ordinance make it 
clear that the land would forev- 
ert used for a public library, 
or that the land would revert to 
the ownership of the heirs. 
“reverter”’ 


openédtwoyearsago. . 

The Dodeec firm would buy th 
building for §52, 400 and spen 
$1.45 million on renovation. , 
two-story parking garage for 4 
cars would be lull on the bac 
Of ihe library, and the interioa 
would have an atrium from th 


said, however, the law limits if they attempt to go through apreements expire after 30 bascment to the rool, lopped b 
such “reverter” agreements to with the sale, ‘We will lake the years. askylight 

sO years, and hal limiclong ago appropriate legal action tn en- 3 a 

expired, Su the city owns the furce our clients’ right to the 


land under the old library, he 
sai 
Mayhe in Court 

dhe dispute might goto court, 
Or, the two sides might try lo 
work out a financial selUement 

“T'm wriling the city a letter 
toask Chem what they intend to 
Wo abour it,"’ Schleich said. 
The next step is up to them." 

The books were moved out of 
the old tibrary at 19th and 
Harney Streets (wo years apo, 
wien the W. Dale Clark Library 
opencd af i4ih and Farnam 
Sirecls. 

Proposals were sought for 
new use of the old library, and a 
committee of city officials se 
lected one by a subsidiary of the 
N.P. Dodge Co. Dodge Down- 
town Development Inc. will he 
recommended Lo the City Coun- 
cul for a comtract to renovate the 
library for offices. 

Dodge agrees ig buy the 
building for $52,31K) and to 
spend $1.65 million on renova- 
tirm 

Parking at Back 
A two story purking structure 


Werio HEKALD’ 
frode PIs es 


land.” 
Undecided 

He said im un interview that 
the heirs could seek an injunc- 
ron and ask for a court deter: 
minationof who owns the land, 

Schicich said the 3-year limit 
on “reverter” clauses dnesn't 
apply tothe library land 

“There is no reverter clause 
in the will of Byron Reed. It was 
a gilt upon a condition," he 
Said. 

City Hall suurces say it is pos- 
sible thut the city will offer ta 
settle with the heirs for $50,000, 
litle said no formal settlement 
offer has been made, 

“Tm sure the land is worth in 
excess of that,” Schleich said 

About six years ago, the city 
paid the heirs $50,000 as a set- 
tlement for the Byran Reed coin 
enlleetion, also left to the city in 
Read's will 

The city was thinking about 
stiling the collection, which had 
an eslimated value of 51 mil 
lion. ft did not sell and recent 
estimates are that it is worth $3 
million, 

At the tirne of the settlement 
on the cuins, the heirs who 
sizmel lhe apreement were 
Nirs. K. Russell Best, Frina R 
Ayers, Harry G. Montgomery 
Jr, Reed Montgomery and 
Thomas R. Norris. 
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New 


4A member of the Metro- 
politan Technical Commu- 
nity College Board of Gov- 
ernors says he's interested 
in housing the city’s Byron 
Reed coin and manuscript 
callection on Metro Tech’s 
South Omaha campus, 29th 
and Q streets. 

But Omaha Mayor Al 
Veys, asked about the idea, 
savs he believes the South 
Omaha location would bea 
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heirs said the will and wun THe) 
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have the property for an 
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The heirs have apreed 
pose. The vote on whether to pay 


ordinance mace it clear thar the 
tand must forever be used as a 
hhisrary ur ceverl Logwiaership of 


accept & 
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the historic 
ond Harnev 


uled Tuesday to vote on the pro- 
sell 


Lu 


The tight money market has 


caused a delay in the ciry Lrans- 
The City Council was sched- 


Tight Cash Delays 


fer of the old public library's 


title luo a developer, 


huilkting al 


loth 
Streets io Dodge Downtown De 


paisal 


to the board in November, 
says he became concerned 
about the lack of public ac- 
cess to the §5 million col- 
lection after reading a Sun 
Newspaper special report 
in the April 19 edition. 
Larsen believes Metro 
Tech officials should seek 
oul federal grants to build 
4 secure structure for the 
collection, and he says 
he'll make the suggestion 


naé ¢hn Was maatina af thea 


that $90,000 also was poslpancd 


Loree Weeks. 


The 


Ryron Read, who bequeathed 


the property to the city 


velopment Inc., a wholly-owned 
subsidiary of the N.P. Dodge 


There was no opposition from 
the courcil to the proposal that 


would sell the building to the 


Dodge company for $52,400 on 
The Dodre company plans to 


spend close to $2 million. But 
another condition for transfer of 


the condition the company pre- 


serve the exterior and spend al 
leust $1.2 million to remodel the 


mrerior 


Co. 


been assured that the idea 
will be assigned to a com- 
mittee for study. 

The board member envi- 
sions a numismatic center 
being established. Courses 
on coin collecting could be 
offered there, and portions 
of the collection could be 
on permanent display, he 
says, Larsen says the ma- 
nuscripls should alsa be 
placed there, because “the 
Reed callection has to be 


the building is that the company 
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Larsen says he’s nol sure 
what such a project would 
cast. Some other sources 
have estimated the cost of 
building such a center at 
about $1 million. 

Larsen says he hasn't 
yet discussed the idea with 
city officials, but did talk 


to Robert Vassell, vice 
president of the Byron 
Reed Historieal Society 


and one of the custodians 
of the collection. 


Sun, says he’s pleased that 
a public official is taking 
interest in finding a home 
for the collection, but 
hopes Larsen ‘will follow 
proper channels. No idea is 
feasible without the city’s 
blessing. Those are the 
fucts of life.”’ 


Vevs, informed of Lar- 
sen's proposal, says he 
doesn't believe that the 
20th and @ streets site |s 
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site proposed for Byron Reed collection 


such a collection. 

“Were il placed at Jos- 
lyn, I'd say excellent, and 
UNO would be good, while 
a downtown office building 
would also be good. But the 
South Omaha site 
wouldn't. We'd have coin 
collectors driving through 
the stockyards looking for 
the collection. No, even as 
a South Omahan, I'd have 
to say the collection should 
be in the core area of the 















































Could Gain 
New Glitter 


By Larry King 
Wertd-Herald State Writer 

Details for transfer of the old 
public library building toa pri. 
vale developer have been com- 
plered, city officials said 
Wednesday. 

The City Council will vote in 
three weeks whether to approve 
a Contract with Dudpe Down: 
tfnwn «Development Inec., a 
wholly owned subsidiary of the 
N.P. Dodge Co. 

The ooune:! has been waiting 
fur the City Law Department to 
settle with the heirs of Byron 
Reed, who bequeal hed the praop- 
erty at [th and Harney Streets 
in the airy. The heirs said the 
will and an 1891 city ordinance 
make it clear that the — 
woukl forever be used for 
public brary, or that the anit 
would revert Unuwnership of the 
heirs. 

Cily Attorney Herb Fitle said 
the city and the heirs have 
agreed to.a $50,000 out-of-court 
settlement with the heirs relin- 
quishing all claims to the build- 
rig. 

(-haries Peters, senior vice 
president for the N.P. Dodge 
Co., said close to $2 mallion 
worth of work will be done to re 
lurbish the building into of- 
fices, 7 

The exterior wll be pre- 
served, Peters said. 

Most offices probably will be 

law firms, he said. 
— Peters saul the interior will 
be stripped! and rebuilt. There 
will De an atrium running be- 
tween floors to the rol, topped 
byaskylizht, hesaid 

There will be two exposed 
glass elevators. All new 
plosnbing and heating wall te 
installed, 

According to the apreement 
the coun! will be asked to ap- 
prove, Deine Downtown Devel- 
opment will pay the city $42,300 
for the building, provided it 
makes more than $1.2 million in 
improvernenis. 


Won uptigeato 


i Old Library”! 
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Sores Reed coins. . Checked, (rom left, , by Grossmann, Stark and Takechi. 


City’s Byron Reed Coins 


Lost Collection’ Seen by F ew 


By Michael Kelly 


WorttHergld Stott Writer 


Hy all accounts, it fs one of the 
preat coin and autograph collec- 
tions in the United States. 

It is unique in being owned by 
the citizens of a city. But almost 
ho one has seen it for years. 

For the Jast 15, the coins have 
been in a bank vault, seemingly 
w parudiux — too good to he 
hidden, but too pood to be dis- 
played. They are so valuable 
that security costs would be too 
high, officials say. 

To coy 4 phrase, it is the Lost 
Collection of Omaha — the 
Hyron Reed collection. 

“To think that it just lies 
there without being seen,” said 
Omaha allorney Jerome Gross- 
man. “It's like taking the Dec- 
laration of Independence and 
the Constitucion and putting 
them ina drawer." 












World-Herald 
..  @xamined by Takechi, 






Gregorian chant book from lath century 
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Grossman is one of a handful 
of people who have seen the 
cuins in recent years. Since 
[¥74, he and other members of 
the fivron Reed Historical Si 
clety have been calaloguimg the 
collection and are almost fin- 
ishwel. 

“[U'a one of the foremost 
American collections,”’*. satd 
Melvin Stark, retired curator of 
the Boys Town philamatic 
Saad “Probably one of the top 
ive." 

The more than 8,00 coins and 
medals are insured by the city 
tor f,3 million (the annua! pre- 
mium is: $7,600). The actual 
value is unknuwn and the cata- 
lopuers won't make their esti- 
mate public 

it would expose the bunk to 





Silver dullar ... worth more 
than $200,000, 


potential 
Uiey say. 

Mising prices of silver and 
hold have creased the value af 
the collection, but Stark said its 
breater value is based on the 
ruritvit the coins, 

Reed, the pioneer Omaha real 
estate tla whiuse company 
tives on, penned his will on June 
«, LHY1. His collection would go 
In che citizens of Omaha “forev- 
er thereafter to be used and dis- 
played Jor the benefit of the 
public.” 


security - problems, 


Now in Vault 


Two davs later, he died. Reed 
lies ina hillside graye at Ue old 
Prospect Hill Cemetery, 13rd 
and Parker Streets, his last 
Wishes unfulfilled in ‘recent 
years. Por nearly 75 years, the 
rolleacrlon was at the old library 
. at 2th and Harney Srreets. 
After two burglary attempts in 
[id and 1965, the collection was 
locked ina vault, 

City Councilman Richard 
Takechi, the council's Unk with 


‘bk 
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the Reed society, said he be- 
lieves the collection will be open 
lw the public someday. But no 
plans exist to do-so soon, 

“Now that people are more in- « 
terested in historical preserva- 
tion,” Takechi said, “there may 
be more interest in giving us tie 
kind of support we need.” 

Seven years aga, the mayor 
and council appeared ready to 
sell the collection for $1 million, 
Grossman, Stark and wolhers 
protested, and the collection 
WHS Saver. 


“Too Cheap’ 
“For one thing,” Grossman 
sald, “the $1 milliun they 


wanted to scjl iL fur was too 
cheap. And that isn't whar it 
was left to the Ciry of Omaha 
for. [t's here to look at," 

The cataloguing, which began 
slwrtly thereafter, has taken 
hundreds of hours of volunteer 
work. Someé of the ovins had 
been in cigar boxes. 

The star of the collection is 
the 1804 silver dollar, one of 15 
‘known to exist. Grossman esti- 
mated it alone is worth $200,000 
to F240), 000). 

Among others: a 1852 shil- 
ling, said Lu be the first nype of 
coin struck im the colonies: an 
1824 gold plece; a 1793 cent; 
U.S. mint érrors called ‘‘bottle- 
cap coins” because of their 
shape. 

The collection also includes 
many ancient and medieval 
coins, some Of which have been 
difficult lu identify. 


Autographs, Too | 


Reed’s books, pamphlets and. 
dutegraph cullection are in a 
ruum at the W. Dale Clark 
Public Library. 


Amung thesipnatures: 


— George Washington, Abra- 
ham Lincoln and all {he other U.S, 
presidents fo tha time of Red's 
death Thomay Jefferson. John 
Hancock and most of the ofher 
siqners of fhe Dectaration of Inde 
pendence. 

- Beelhoven. Mendcalssonn, 
Haydn and Berlin? 

— Lowy XIV, Henry Vill, Nano- 
aon Bonaparte, and many queers 
and kirby. 

— Abnar Doubleday, ihe wiven- 
lor of Dageball. and numerous 
eather officers in the Clyil War, such 
rs Robert E. Lee and Jefferson 
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Daves. Hevolulionury War officers 
ale represented, too. 

— Henry Wadsworth Longiel- 
vamuel Glamans (Mark 
Twain), Charles Dickens, Oliver 
Wendali Halmes, Washington 
Irving, Harnet Geecher Stowe, 
Jann Jacob Astor, Jolin J. Audue 
bon, John Brown, Merriweather 
Lewis, ‘Noah Webster and Robert 
Burns. . 


Thomas Hecnun, head of the 
livrury's history department, 
sail a large display case is on 


order and that some of the decu- ¢ 


ments might be displayed. 
‘The must striking artiface in 
the Reed documents is a 13-by 


-d+inch Greporian chant bouk 


daring from the 19th century. It 
weighs about 2) pounds, its 
pages are of lambskin ur goat- 
Skin, aid ats cover is partly 
metal, 

“You can see that it’s been 
thriugh some wars!’ Heenan 
sail 

The story is that it as stolen 
from the cathedral ul Milan be- 
Lween [RIK and lh4sh and later 
was taken to New York. Reed 
@OLILAL an auction. 


Display Sites 
The Reed Society has looked 
for places to display the cullec- 


* toon. The American Numismat- 


lc Association was thinking of 
moving its headquarters here 





Boltlecap...minterror. 


with a permanent Reed coin dis- 
play. but that fell through. 


The ciry-owned Union station 
was considered but rejected be- 
cause it has “too many doors 
and too many windows," ac- 
cording to one official, he 
furmer “cupcake” hank at 19th 
und Dodge Streets, naw rhe 
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Western Union office, wa 
checked. The Joslyn At 
t Museum was considered at on 
time. 
But the collection remain 
locked up 
\ Meanwhile, the closest mas 
| MAZES Can gCl is a slide sho. 
produced Jast year. [t is show 


to clubs, schools and uthers a 
request. 
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Reed Collection 
| Could Again 
Go on Display 


By Bob Levenson 


World-Herald Stall Writer 


Efforts to move the Byron Reed coin 
collection out of a darkened vault and 
into public display are wider way again 
at City Hall. 

Mayor Boyle said Thursday he has 
appointed a sixman committee to 
come up with a way to display and se 
cure the valuable cow collection, 

They hope to find a new home for the 
collection — now kept in a downtown 
Qmaha bank vault — within a year. 

The collection of 8,000 coins and med- 
als and numerous books, documents 
am! autographs has been locked in the 
vault for 18 years. It is insured by the 
city for $3.5 million, although coin ex- 
perts have said it may be worth more 
than that. 

Reed, the wealthy Omaha real estate 
developer who died in 1691, willed the 
collection to the city, saying it should 
“ne used and displayed for the benefit 
of the public.” 











Qnepinch.. . Alaska gold. 


he 









t was displayed al the old city fi 
brary at [9th and Harney Streets for 75 
years. But after burglary attempts in 
1963 and 1965, the valuables went into 
the vault. 

Tue collection would fit in at the 
Western Heritage Museum, said City 
Councilman Steve Tomaseck. one of the 
cily committee members. But major 
security changes would be needed 
there, 

“It's so wide open there," he said. 
“There are so inany windows and 
Goors, and peuple are not there 24 hours 
a day,’ 

lomasek said the committee may 
look Into displaying the collection 
somewhere in the City County Building 

“There aren't too inany places 1 here 
we Can put it,” he said. “I think we're 
all apreed that we want to retain the 
collection, What we have to decide is 
Where we can put it, how much it will 
cost to pul it there, and where the 
Money will come from," 

Other commitice members are John 
Cochrane, president of Norwest Bank: 
Charles Radda, vice president of fi- 
nance for Norther Natural Gas Co.: 
John Deasey, assistant vice president 
of administration for Union Pacific: 
John Willemssen, vice president of 
pl: Anning for Northwestern Bell: and 
Melvin Stark, former director of the 
PhilaMatic collection at Boys Town. 
“Li Pub 
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Search continues for hon .e for Reed collection | 


The extensive coin collec- 
tion donaled to the city of 
Omaha, Neb. by 19th century 
real estate developer Bvron 
Reed may be on ils way to 
finding a permanent home. 

The collection was donated 
lo the city in Reed's will in 
1801 and was kept in the 
Omaha Public Library at 19th 
afd Harney streets. In 19665, af- 
ter two burglary attempts, the 
collection was stared in a bank 
vault in cownlown Omana, 

Currently there are two lead- 
ing options for displaying the 
collection: Part of the holdings 
could be displaved in the new 
Federal Reserve Bank build- 
ing as early as lhe spring of 
1986; or the full collection 
could be displayed in a build- 
ing that the Nebraska State 


Historical Society proposes to 
build near the Gerald Ford 
Birthsite and Gardens at 3292 
Woolworth Ave, 

If the collection were to be 
displayed in the Federal Re- 
serve building, only part of it 
could be displayed at any one 
time. That would not be a ma- 
jor problem, however, accord- 
ing to John Cochrane, chair- 
man of the six-member com- 
mittee appointed by Mayor 
Michael Boyle to investigate 
possible solutions. Cochrane 
said it would be difficult to 
find a place where the entire 
collection could be displayed 
any wav. 

If officials pursue the NSHS 
option, there could be a delay 
of as much as 19 or 20 years 
before the collection could be 


permanently displayed. A me- 
jor consideration in displaying 
the collection is security, the 
casts of which limit Viable so- 
lutions to the problem of 
choosing a Site. 


Among the foldings of the 


Reed collection are 6,869 
coins, 1,280 medals, 615 Con- 
federate notes, 2,136 other 
notes, 832 autographs, 1,836 
books and 3,243 pamphlets. In- 
cluded among the coins are 
more [han 400 patterns and ex- 
perimental coins. 


Reec’s collection was gener- 
aily regarded as one of the 
most complete at the time of 
his death in 1891: it is insured 
for $3.85 million but its actual 
value is estimated at $8 million 
to $19 million. Viewing of 
Reed's holdings was _first 


opened to the public f in 1893. 


Omaha City Council Presi- 
dent Steve Tomasek said that 
anvone Interested in looking at 
the collection and making rec- 
ommendations for displaying 
itis Welcome to do so. 


Newsletter offers rare coins 


Senior numismatist Thontas 
J, Becker of Bowers and Mere- 
na Gelléries emphasizes in the 
firm's June-July Spectal Coin 
Letter that scarce, rare and 
desirable coins need not be ex- 
pensive. 

Becker savs he has been 
very busy buying and hes a 
wide selection of quarters, sil- 
ver collars, half cents and gold 


coins. Among the items 
highlighted in the letter are: a 
1907 Saint-<Gaudens, Roman 
Numerals, High Relief double 
eagle with wire rim, in choice 
Brilliant Uncirculated, Mint 
State 65, listed at $29,500: a 
1601-5 Barber querter dollar in 
choice BU, MS-45 to gem BU, 
MS-67, $27,950: an 1835 
Capped Bust type cime in 


choice Unc., MS-65, with light 
golden and gray toning, $8,350: 
and an 1806 Large cent, Shel- 
don 270 (Penny Whimsy by 
William H. Sheldon), About 
Uncirculated 50, glossy light 


brown .lustrous surfaces. 
$2,750. 
For &@ copy of the letter, 


write Bowers and Merena Gal- 


leries Inc., Box 1224, Wolfe- 
boro, N.H. 03894-1224. 


First coins 
Cents were first struck at the 
West Point Bullion Depository 


July 29, 1974, bul they bore no 
Mint mark. 
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City Still Seeks a Home 
For Its ‘Hidden Treasure’ 


By Jeff Gauger 


WorlHerald Stalf Writer 


Question: Where lies a hidden trva- 
sure shared collectively by Omaha resi- 
denis for nearly 100 years? 

Ans’er; Ln a downtawn Omaha bank 
vaull where, for its own safety, the 
Treasure has been locked im darkness, 

The treasure is the Byron Reed coin 
collection, hequeathed to the city and 
Its residents in 1891 hy a wealthy 
Omaha real estate developer whose will 
slipulated that the collection he 
displayed “for at least a portion of the 
tame (af nol all the time)."' 

Since 145, however, the collection of 
4,000 coins and medals has been hidden 
from public view to protect it from 
theft. A committee appointed by Mayor 


Boyle is currently at work trying lo find 
4 place to display the coins. 

Would-be burglars who attempted to 
break Into the collection's longtime 
display at the old public library at 19th 
and Harney Streets apparently had the 
right idea about the coins’ value. 

several coin collectors — called nu 
mismatists — were asked their opinion 
of the collection by The World-Herald. 
They rated parts of the Byron Reed 
collection tops in the nation among 
known Coin sets, 

lis precise value is unknown, but 
some Murnismatists say it could exceed 
26 million, 

“1 would venture to say the only col- 
lection in the United States that would 
LWA WenwWheran #-4 2s 
ae eee turn to Pape 7, Col. 1 


City 
SOF Wooeenepacn S-u-p]e 
®Continued from Pape | . 


be better would be (at) Lhe Smithso- 
man” Institute in Washington, D.C, 
said numisimatist Robert Hilt, a Las Ve- 
Bas resident with business interests in 
the Omaha area, 

“It is an extreme rarity to have a 
collection of this quality m the public 
sector," Hilt said, 

Ed Rochette, executive vice presi- 
dent of the Amcrican Numismatic Asso- 
ciation, said the Reed collection may he 
one of the largest remaining coin sets 
amassed by a private collector that 
hasn't been split up and sold, 

Little Is Known 

Some numismatists, such as Charles 
Hoskins, director of the authentication 
bureau of the International Numismatic 
society in Washington, said a few peo- 
ple who Wish to remain anonymous pos- 
S€39 Exceptional private cullections that 
might compare to the Read collection, 

Little is knuwn ahout such collec- 
tions, he said. 

Hoskins also said several universities 
havé coin holdings, usually obtained un 
the death of a private collector, 
However, many colleges have sold their 
olce-mapnificent collections, he said. 

Hilt referred to the Reed collectiun’s 
sel of American coins, which he and 
others said is second only to that held 
by the Smithsonian, 

Melvin Stark, retired curator of the 
Boys Town stamp and money museum, 
sald Reed collected a set of U.S. coins 
that is nearly complete through 169), 
the year before Reed dicd. 

“Probably one-fourth of the collec- 
tion i5 U.S, coins, but probably they rep- 
resent about three-fourths of the coins’ 
Value,” sald Stark, one of a handful of 
penple to have seen the coins since they 
were locked away. 

Pattern Coins 

AS a member of the now disbunded 
Byron Reed Historical Society, Stark 
Said, he spent many volunteer hours 
helping catalog the collection im the 
lofts and "70s, He now serves on the 
committee that is reviewing options for 
displaving the coins. 

Stark said the Reed collection is 
noted especially for its pattern coins 
and possibly has the best set of such 
COINS I existence. 

Patterns are trial coms that were 
never circulated herause Congress re- 
jected their designs, 

Usually 100 or fewer of such coins 
were made, muking them extremely 
rare today, said Richard Doly, curator 
of mudern coins for the American Nu- 
masmane Society im New York City, 

Doty said the market for pattern 
coins 15 Small, but rhe few numismatists 
Gealing in them are willing to pay big 
money to obtain gern coins. 
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Richard Janda/Workd-Herald 


Heenan examines Gregorian chant book ... at the W. Dale Clark Library. 


Other coms in the Reed collection in- 
clude a sizeable number of the coins of 
ancient Greece and Rome, fewer coins 
of mixiern Europe, a few coins from 
colonial America and some badly dete- 
norated paper money, Stark said, 


To the numismatist, “motern" 
means any cuin munted after the 15th 
century, coinciding with the use of mod- 
em commaking techniques. 

Altogether, according to a tally 
presented by Omaha librarian Edith To 
bill in the 19206, the Reed cyllection 
contains 6,469 coins. An additional 1,290 
mevials bring Une total to more than 
00), 

The coins now sit in a vault ar Nor- 


west Bank, 1919 Douglas St., insured by 
the city for $3.5 million, said Siark. 

After 20 years in a bank vault, the 
Reed coin collection has slipped into 
relative obscurity to all except older 
and more dedicated numismatists, 

“Older people know of it, bul we're a 
younger pencralion now,” said Al 
Moore, a collector of 35 years and 
owner of an Omaha coin store. "We 
probably can’t gel one out of a hundred 
wito knuw abour it now,” 


Doty said, “There are a few collec. 
lors who know about it.” 
stark said, “Nothing has been said or 
done about it since they took if our of 
_ the library and put it in the bank. That's 
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Courtesy of Byron Reed Historical Sociery 


City of Omuha $3 note ... issued in 1857 to finance building Nebraska's second 
territorial capitol, accurding to the histurical society. 


Reed Coin ‘Watchdogs’ 


* 
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Seek Continuing Role 


‘» By Jeff Gauger 


World-llerald Stail Writer 


The Byron Reed Historical Society 
wants to help find a public home fur the 
City of Oinaha's valuable cullection of 
coins, books and autographs that few 
people haye seen m 20 years, saciery 
mecnibers Say, 

The sociery, accustomed since 1973 10 
Luing the city sanctioned 
watchdog over (he Reed collection, last 
year saw Mayor Boyle appoint a new 
aUvisory Committee tu get the collec- 
lion out of its hiding place in a 
downtown bank vault, 


Now, said member Leonard Owen, 
the Byron Reed Histonecal Society is 
awaiting a signal from Bovle that its 
members will be piven a role in the 
effuris to find a horne for the collection. 

“We have every right to feel a little 
bit sliphread, because we've been 
working on these coins for alwut 25 
yours, said Owen, one of the saciety’s 
hall dozen or su members, all coin col- 
lector's. 

The signal may not come soon, Buvle 
said last week that the former com- 
inittee made up of historical society 
members has completed the work it 


fron and. 











An IMM dollar ... called collection's 
“focal point.” 


Was appointed to do — catalup the Reed 
CUMS, 

“We're very prateful for ther work,” 
Boyle said 

The mayor pointed out that one 
member al the new committee is Mel 
Vin Stark, a society member and an 
expert coin collector. 

“There is no need for a cataloging 
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By Kevin Collison | +. 
‘ World-Herald Staff Writer 


After almost 20 yeurs of seclusion, 
the $3.45 million Byron Reed coin col- 
lection may be partially on display 
within a year at the Joslyn Art Bue, 
seum. 

“It was a difficult job we had hetore 


hire “ I 
tas pa 


us, and it's Joyous to hand over the ba- © 


ton and responsibility of the collection 
to the Joslyn,” said John Cochran Fri-" 
day. 

Cochran, president.of Norwest Bank. 


Omaha and-chalrman of a rommittee * 


charged with the task of finding a home 
for the @,000-piece collection, said Jos- 
lyn has agreed to negotiate the display 
of the collection. 

Henry Flood Robert, Joslyn director, 
said it will be about six months before 
the museum completes arrangements 
for displaying the collection of coins, 
medals and other items piven to the 
city after the death In 1891 of Omaha 
real estate developer Bryon Reed. 

Robert said the first coins may be on 
‘display within a years ~ * «4 : 

Kept in Bank Vault 

A commltee appointed by Mayor 
Royle has worked for about 20 months 
to flud @ home for the collection, It has 
been stored in a bank vault for security 
rcasons Since Si. 

“I feel the plan to display the collec- 

tion at the Joslyn insures the integrity, 
security and longevity of the coin col- 
lection and will guarantee it is properly | 
interpretext, " Royle said Friday, 
_ Display of the coljection at the Joslyn . 
must be approved by the art museum 
board of directors and the City C ouncil, 
officlals sald. 


Cochran said the decision on where 
to house the Dyron Reed colleotion was 
difficult. 

“Security was an important part of it 
as well as the professional display, ‘re- 
search and interpretation needed,” he 
said, “I dow't think anyone believes the 
collection has been piven proper care 
nid a lome since tl was given to the 
city.” 





1S} i? 
veda, 








; percent of the 


ss om December 6, 1085 


At Old Public Library | 
Until 1966,, the city had the collection 


on display at the old city library.at 19th 
_ and Hamey Streets. After burglary at- © 


tempts in 1964 and 1905, the valuabies 
were placed in a bank vault, 

Included in the coin collection, which 
some experts have said ts one of the lop 
15 in the world, are: 

—An 1804 silver dollar, one of 15 
_ known to exist, 

—A 1652 shilling, sald to be the first 

type of coin struck in the Colonies, 

—An 1829 gold plece, 

—Aulographs of Napoleon, “Theetho- 
ven and a jiost of famous individuals, 
Including many U.S. presidents. 

A 1S by 2binch Greporian chant 


~ tawk from the 15th century, 


Cochran sari other luecations were 


» considered, Including the new Federal 


Reserve Rank near 24th and Farnam 


' Streets and a Nebraska State Historical 
Society building propased near the Ger- 
ald Ford BRirthsite and Gardens, 3202 
, Woolworth Ave, 

“The federal bank had limited space 
to begin with and didn’t have the cura- 
tor and scholarly approach we 
wanted,” he said. “The historical so 


iciety didn't feel they could afford 
displaying the collection,” 


Cochran said committee members 


iwere particularly impressed with Jos- 


| lyn because of the quality of the Karl 
Bodmer display of weslem urt on loan 
pa HNG/interNorth. 

Because of space consilerations, 

Rohert said, the Ry ron Reed collection 
fay be separated and displayed in vari- 

Ss areas of the art museum, He said 90 
muscuni's art is in stor: 
ape al any cme time. 


“If this were a collection of larpe 


' palntings, we'd be in trouble,” he said, 


Picase turn to Page 18, Col. 1 
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dim Hu riett/Woe bb Herald 


Inspecting a few of the coins destined for display al Joslyn... From left, Cochran, 


Boyle, Stark and Robert. 
+ 


Some of Reed’s Coin Collection 
Will Be Put on Display at Joslyn 


‘® Continued from Page 17 


“but coins are not large. It won't im- 
pact massive amounts of space." 

Robert sald some ancient coins may 
be displayed with the Joslyn collection 
of Greek vases in the mezzanine area 
‘and some of the American coins muy gu 
dn thé American artilacts display area. 
> “We alsa may locate the coins where 
there are certain coliections Gut uren't 
as popular,” he sald. 

* Rubert said a coin collection fits into 
the Josivn's role as a “general art mu- 
seum.” He also said it will help make 
fhe museum a center for oumismatics, 
the study of coins. 
- “I can't say a coin collection fits 
completely with everything we da,” he 
said, “bul they certainly relate to the 
artistic, historic and political cullure of 
‘mankind. 
- “It's a terrific opportunity.” 


Although the city will retain 


ownership af the cui collection, Robert 
said, the Joslyn will need assurances 
that it will have authority overt for a 
substantial amount of time. 

That authority, he said, will be 
needed for Josivn officials to seek the 
money from foundation, government 
and other sources for remodeling the 
muscum, maintaining and guarding the 
cnins, and hiring a curator lo supervise 
the collection, 

Robert said it will cost about $250,000 
for the remodeling work. He said he 
had no estimate of the cost of the other 
tasks, The museum direclur said Joslyn 
has no plans to ask the city far assis- 
tance. 

Others serving on the committee are; 
John Deasey, a Union Pacific Railroad 
vice president; Charles Radda, a 
Norther Natural Gas Co. vice prest- 
dent; Melvin Stark, former director of 
the Philamatic at Boys Town; and City 
Council President Steve Tomasek, 
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Robert Pasiachy Work lerald 


Doty and Deborah C. O'Donnell, museum curator of history and education... Cains even the Smithsonian doesn’t have. 


“Some Tremendous Rarities’ 


Coin Expert Sings Collection’s Praises 


By Rich Laden 


WorkHierald Staff writer 


The Byron Reed coin collection, to be 
displayed next year at the Omaha His- 
tory Muscum, contains some “‘in- 
credibly rich” pleces and deserves a 
place among the world's finest collec- 
lions, a Washington, D.C., coin expert 
said Friday in Omaha. 

“You've pot a couple of things the 
Smithsonian doesn't have; you've got 
some things notaxly has,” said Richard 
Doty, curator of the Smithsonian Insti- 
tution’s National Numismatic Collec- 
tions, “It's not genuinely known, but it 
déserves to be known, hecause there 
are some tremendous rarities here,” 

Doty Is serving as a museum con- 
sultant as it prepares for the fall 19A7 
display of the 8,00-plece collection, val- 
ued ul $7 million, He ts not representing 
the Smirhsonian in that capacity, 


Lighting, Display Themes 


Reed, an Omaha real estate devel- 
oper, gave his collection of coins, med- 
als and documents tu the city upon his 
ceath Jn 1891. 


The collection was displayed for 
many years at the old city livrary at 
19th and Harney Streets. After several 


Burglary attempts, however, it was 
moved 10 a bank vault in L966. 


The Peter Kiewit Foundation do 
nated $900,000 to remodel a portion of 
the Union Station building, #01 5. 10th 
St., Which houses the Omaha History 
Museum, for display of the collection. 


Doty, 44, of Arlington, Va., was in 
Omaha to review the collectiun and dis- 
cuss its display with museum officials. 
He originally assisted museum officials 
in appraising the collection’s value for 
Insurance purposes. 


Dory said his role would be to make 
certain the collection is displayed prop 
erly, discussing Hems such as lighting 
and display themes. The collection 
must be displayed to pive museum vis- 
ltors an insipht into its importance, he 
said, 

For example, all Civil War coins and 
documents mipht be displayed tugcther, 
along with confederate money and local 
Omaha notes, to give visitors an idea of 
what money looked like at that penod, 
he suid, 

Doty said he will vffer some advice 
about the care and preservation of the 
collection. He will not be involved in 
security. 

While it ts a small collection com: 


pared with some in the world, Doty 
sald, the Reed collection’s quality 
stems from Its rare U.5. cuins in gen- 
éral, such as an 1404 silver dollar and 
an 1825 half-eaple $5 pold piece. There 
are perhaps a half<lozen of the silver 
dollars and three of the $5 gold pices 
known to exist, he said. 

The Reed collection also contains 
many rare “pattern cvins.” Pattern 
coins are those in which a coin die was 
made, hut Congress either didn't ap 
prove the coin or approved it sometime 
after It was originally made, 

Care, Preservation 

Reed collected pattern cvins for sev- 
eral years before they became popular 
at the turn of the century, Doty said, 
One such pattem coin Doty examuned 
Friday was an 18/7 §3) gold piece, 
which Was Struck in copper. About a 
half-dozen exist in the world. 

Some of the coins in the Reed collec- 
tion are of the type that might be auc- 
tloned anne every &) years, he said, 

Dory Said he is pleased that a mu- 
seum like the Omaha History Museum 
has the collection 

“I'm happy to see sumething off the 
Eastern Seaboard,” he said, “We need 
more specialized museums devoted to a 
municipality.” 


Pp) 
@ 


Helping Plan. 
Reed Display - 


displays in the country,” Lawless said. 

Lawless, formerly director of ex- 
hibits for the Museum of Amvricen His- 
fory al the Smithsonian Institution in 
Washington, D.C., said the consultants 
Want tO Organize the collection around 
the life of Byron Reed. 

Reed was an Omuha real estate de- 
veloper who gave his collection to the 
city upon his death in 1891. Lawless said 
Initial research indicates Reed col- 
lected most of his items through agents 
working abroad, ~ 

“How did this man get countless con- 
tacts worldwide to cullect these coins?” 
he asked. “‘This man was a world-class 
citizen living in Omaha, Neb,, .when 
there was barely a building over two 
stories high,” 

The Kiewit Foundation has donated 
$00,000 fo remodel the former restuu- 
rant area ol the Union Station building, 
801 S. 10th St., where the Omaha His- 
tory Muscum is located, for the collec- 
tion, Bahr Vermeer & Haecker is the 
local architect. 

Local consultants are Robert Bodnar, 
a former exhibit director at the histo 
muscu, and Melvin Sturk, retired di- 
rector of the Buys Town Philarnatic 
Center, 

fot all the collectiun will be on 
display in the 3,Wi-square-foot space 
set aside for the exhibir, Klein said. 

“It's @ very large collection and very 
broad,” he said. “Chuices will he made, 
and there may be provisions for tempo- 
rary exhibits.” 

The three national consultants will be 
in Omuha three to four tines to discuss 
the display design. A tentative timeta- 
ble calls for construction to begin this 
winter and opening of the exhibit by fall 
1987, 


Original plans called for the exhibit 
to resemble Reed's 19th-century li- 
brary. Architect Michael Alley said that 
plan Is being considered, but other 
cisplay inethods also are being dis- 
cussed, 


Lawless said the consultants intend 


to make the exhibit of coins and dacu- 
ments Interesting to a variety of au- 
diences, ranging frum school proup 
lours TO Serious collectors and scholars, 
“It'S a very difficult task," he said. 

The Bryon Reed cullection had been 
displayed for many years at the old city 
brary at 14th and Wamey Streets. Af- 
ter several burglary attempts, 
however, It was muved to a bank vault 
in 1966, 


Lawless said security measures have 
improved significantly in the last 20 
Years. 

“Electronic devices have come along 
thal can provide top security at a rea- 
sonable cost," he said. 

Museum officials believe the collec- 
ton will turn the Omaha History Mu- 
seum, formerly called the Western Her- 
itage Museum, into a major altraction, 

“EP see thls a5 a very ebfferent rene of 
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| World-Herald Stat Writer «= F(A" BE 
Three experts from around the nation 
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Tuesday, ‘working A 
, Clals and architects on preliminary con. 
~ C&pts for the display of the 8,000 piece. 
_coliection =. 7 i" | 





_ are helping to plan the display of the 57... 


million Byron coin and document 
Collection at the Omaha History Mu- 
scum, ; ey 

__ it's a world-class collection, it really 
is,” said. 
Signer who directed graphics’ for the 
194 Los Angeles Olympics 
Itan area in the 


any metropol country.” 


“Klein, along with Keith Reynolds of : 
_ Connecticut and Benjamin Lawless of 


Maryland, was in Omaha Monday and 


with museum offi- 


Klein, a Chlifornig de- 


. “This col- 
lection would be a feather in the cap of — 


— 


ping to Display 
World-Class’ 


Coin Collection 


_ By Kevin Collison amas 


PG EP loge edad Se 


known to exist. = my 
"A 1682 shilling, said to be the firs 


type of coin struck in the Colonies. | 
Autographs of Napoleon, Beetho-’ 
ven and @ host of famous. individuals, — 
including oa'§ presidents, | 
=A Lbby- ch Gregorian chant ’ 
_ book from the 15th century... ee 

“This ts probably one of the major 
collections “and . one of , the . newest ~ 
‘== Please turn to'Page 7, Col, 1: 
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3 Experts Helping 


By Kevin Collison 
WorktMevald Seatl Welove 


Theme expen is from scouird thee mallon 


a7é helping to plan the display of the §7 
rel ew Byren eed coin end diecomer| 
rotiection at the Omaha Hishory Miu 
Sseum. 
“It 24 world-class collection, It really 
“sald Larry Klein, a Collformia de- 

sae who directed praplics far the 
14 [ak Anpetes Ohyrnpics. “The cul 
lection would be a feather in the capt of 
any metropolitan area in the country, 

Klein, sicng with Keith Reynotcs of 
Connecticat ond Reniamin Lawless of 
Minevited, wei in CVeriaakus Munday arid 
luenday working with muascum officials 
and architects on preliminary concepts 
for the digpiay of the £00) piece eollee- 
thoi. 

Included In the collection, hich 
, Jone caperts have sald Is one of the top 
* Bilin fhe world, are: 


to Display 


“World- Md Class Cain Collection 


=—An (84 allver dollar, oie of 
KOwn 10 exist, 

—A 1662 shilling, sald to be the flril 
type af coln track tn the Cotes. 

—Autegranhs of Napoleon, Bectho 
ven and a host of farce |nelivichials, 
Incloading mmny 0) S. presichewts 

A [St;20hih Greporian chant 

hook fram the toch century. 

“This is probably one of the mojor 
collections and one of the newest 
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Three Experts 
Helping Plan 
Reed Display 


®Conlineed from Page 1 


displays ln the couiry,”” Low'ees apid, 

Lawiess, formerty director ef ex: 
Pibitt for he Museum of Aceriren Hix 
tory al the Silth$enian frestitutian in 
Washington, $00, se! the consultants 
Want (o crpauize fie collercttsn around 
the ‘Ife of byron Reed 

Hew) wos on Omaha peal ested he 
yelper whe gove his collection to the 
City upon fits death ia Ta Lawless sald 
milel Fegearch idicoles Brat eof 
lorie rrost of his Hers through agents 
WOeKl yy al brewed 

“How did this man pel crontles con 
Luts worldwide to collect Lbese coms?” 
he athed “Thin man wos a wore: class 
eulres living in Onuahe, Neb, oehen 
ihe: wos barely « busiding over two 
Hamas tile.” 

[he Kiewit Fourefation Aes fenoied 
$9).000 19 remodel the farreer resin 
Tint ared of the Unton Statvon buildings, 
FINS, Wh S), where the Oreaha Eis 
ry Meter Is lneated, for tie collec: 
Vow, Nahr Vermes: & Mercher ie the 
ler] oreheet, 

fin gl rarwilianes are Rabsrt Nednac, 
8 farmer ext al ticeeter at the bbe 
muscum, Sad Melein Shore, eeticed d 
mor of the Revs Town Pholamate 
terior 3 

het ail the callestion will be oa 
diswoy ihe Dk Peal space 
Let pile for che exhibit, Klein said. 

“It's a yery bree ec'lest:gn and very 

psioaro he said. "Thoiees will be made, 

nf there may be provishens for tempo- 
ay ex} tbita," 


The three natoral consultants will be 
In Omeba three to fsur times to discuss 
the sptay fete & tentative thmeto- 
ble cals tor ceemtreetign Jo begin this 
va mr od opening of the exhiblt by fall 

Asielaet pane called for the exhale 
to yevankie Reels Mihrenterw 7 
brary. Architect Michael Alley said tnat 
pan fs Scirg consklered, -ut ether 
display feethuds ala nee being dls 
cuss, 


Lawlets said the covsullants betendd 
fo cata dhe evhle': of éeont and decu- 
Merits Interesting to a variciy ef si 
chenees, rarpirp from schol prop 
las te oestos collectors and scholars, 

“ES a very dilccel dosh," be wl 

The Brvon Reed collec fran ted bwr 
airy ayes ‘ur many years at the old city 
Horary at Lith atc! Harmey Strecis, Af- 
ier several burplaiy allerepts, 
hiewewer, it wos moved to a bank youll 
in oe 
— Lawless 2ald secaiily mroeres heve 
Impreved siprificantly i tle fast 20 
years 

‘Flecioonie devices hove come nlong 
hat can provide lap security ot @ pen: 
Sable Sst.” be sale, 

oy fet eet at! rials beliewe the colige: 
thon will tum the Ghat Histivy Wu 
Buti, fromens called ihe Western Legs 
Hage PRS, bolts mfr piermetlon, 

“y ece this na a very cilferedt type of 
callection,”” Tawhess sold, “People will 
be darstes mad excited. I in a very 
tlasy rollerien eed one that townsls 
whl lind pilnactive.” 








‘pres oy "ym wou on ynEM J pure * aqoy 
a ee eee 
“CL tN 
WO MeTALOUT auoydaja) ® uw ‘von 
-Bpuno] at] jO UBULeYys “If azumoy 
imuuad pies ‘suonsenb jeioueuy 
Sf) JO asMeSaq PpOYy UO SI OSTe — guEy 
10] pasnuoid — uoljepuno.y YOOOUDNH 
au} uN wes Oy 'EzS ey 
fspune.7 lLMety aif) Wor] } 
duryajew we soy duidpyenb wy pauses 
WUneSTU ot] Je) sonueral 3} MorA 


St oy cals op unr ee os 


UOT [TOL 1S PEI] B JO (OO'OORS InNoqe pr 
Sey LONEpUNO, MASI OY) ‘aep OL 


ums) 


peistiqua §1tin Aauour ayy jo spremans 
pood gureq pue Apqrsuodsal peasy ul 
dAat oq | Pua Seepng pssuEleq Ul aay 
PA Dee FI Oe ,‘JeWSSSUISNg @ WI, 


Fe ee eee ee ee ee 


Dae Oe ie) Sey 


ello PIBOQ Isy}0 Ind] jsea] je *WOTeU 


‘um jerado Wines 
nw 9y 0} ,.ZupyuTIp sseutsng,, Sug 
0} UNnesnuw ou) pue UNIjepumMMy Ila 
3T3 BY] YO jo seatjeiuasaidal Aq CERT 
uy Anuj! pexyse sem oy ples Mey 

(nUOUL-4T Ue 

Zuunp syuwT ut ooo'ooes Ajreau papia 

oid pey uoTepunoy ayy aouls ‘pres ays 

‘saaiSTL] §,UOTBpPUNdy ay) 0} duIssaz)sIp 
Ayzemoysed sem yap ooo'oers Sul 

« SPUNY [BLUES 

ane {OLI0Q 01 uunasnu au] een 


ou jo Seton yeasty aul inoqe 
poluaqu0s Useq SAME BABY 3M, 
| eee te oneuioy 


-d1SAd $Y] SB Sin) awes ay ynoqy 


pres neq 
fam ayqrsuodsas A BW dunce 
ueyy auyyer yoeoidde ,saajasino y op 


en Te aie ae ! 


8 5 porsofad pogo pres wie s 
‘Pres ay ,,"}0N 


-uod ut sada} AsyeusAspe ou? 9 01 
‘uorurdo Aur ui ‘aaejd ay just He 





“as.indo pail 
v Sandope you Aq suounquuas eet 
ala’ Adi yey) Sloquiaw preoq wines 
“NU 0] Tva]9 jj @peUl oy pres yey 
“LUST Lil 
at) Joy Sutpuny pasrwoad ut vorq zg 
UBIN alow Sumuayeanp “ppoy uo sjwerd 
trae ind saey vonepune. yoooyoITH 
‘Wh SUE, PUR 'H Megqip sy pue 
WOWEpUNOg WAIT aL ‘peudisar yie4 
“YINOUL ISB] [SSUIy IsNo 0} LIOYa s,yIey 
Pejpogel PUPOG JeqWoll-ge aif) LetLy, 
"WOITIY 27S SinE303 


swmua s2se] OM] JO IST ay] Popueme | 


UOTIEPUNOJ Sy} Yay WNasnu |) 18 
diystepea] 18.0 aye] 01 UOEpUN[4 TMK 
“WY at) Aq ,,paluiouuy,, tasq pey yes 
pres Suapisaid gutjoe MOU “JayUNYy 
PIOH Uo Ing Sue fn 
“syuerd uoepundy 
Arezs8] pounds | Sam yey) ymoud pides 
jo poued & duunp urnesnul ain pea 0) 
Avpiqs Juawszeuew ay] psyse] Tsun 
Pies ASU “UOlEpunoy jLnsry Jala 
at ayf] Siouop s8iuy Furpnpout ‘sere 


. dam PeeHo-ssousng Sif pur “OD JeNaag 
tye ey JO Ja0IJO BANMGXa foIgd pur Juap 

- FF Ee -said “yey sem apis sayyo ayy uD 
“Pes 
ig tig peal fe Sy PRY JoWadIp aannaoxa o1 edo] 
2 Te Me Ss ee Oem Aa pue ‘cys, ut ‘un age 
ie ae ee a. “Way Wisse ay) Se uUnouy ApatLiDy 






4 tea! 


My ey, ‘SA sane I popomqard a aa 


2 wa a 


= oe Ss a {UMSSTILE 21} pauado pey Aa] "TakMP| 
Ph oe eee |= PYPLUC Le “oiuny “Ay PieWoy UELLUITeYyD 


PIO BULT}-FU0] BY) Als apis alo UD 
‘PPO 


P peak i Sunes ayy jo quaprsesd SR UU 
fae )Sstl poudissi CUM “UII |[PQSEPY ples 


—— s- — “ = —m = 


= 


fe i ——— 


{sprog sdnosl asoy] UO SAles OM 
3ydoad ssauisng ou} pure sdnoid sue 
UaSMnlag UONPIUOITUOS DISSe]I & Si Ab 
ep 
“Uy pies stequieuws pieoq juessid pur 
sed ‘sustipul yEuTuy pue soaided 
JUsulstruew JaA0 PItOg uINSSsnu ayy) 
uo S}ing Aroysly pue Saalynd3xa SseuIsng 
usawlag IL B Sala wnesny Uolsig 
PYRWO ay) Te JIUOI eWOI ay 


JIRA AES PES PEO 


[>spoop neg 4g 








tp pS LA + } i 
aoe ied ie 1s nay ra : a tk =: . TF zc ria WY ve fvwic bi sai 3 = 0 au 7 3 
on rit: : + as - i } " = aa . Se = *, 2 ; : ‘¢ ¢ wz = = 


ow 


ss 4 “ i pot = B ih ey 7 = - er) be a oS 
STS ae ee ey ‘ay E 
ia Pe ok. eee Bebe ttre wit: a 

: Bi te ait - Zn ne ala: A e 

pene ee ope ¢ 

ale Te ae na Wt 3 


fa 
a 

i 
= 


7 = 
fit ‘ : ihe vm oe 
ae 


ee e 


=) ial ae Sai ny a e 


eo i ; ; © 2. 
1 ori) it mil a see BY - ie 
ba. hayes “gas 7 j es Pte 
; , oe 4 7 i we ‘ oak 
a + : “bh ‘ i ‘i ” a \ aa : : 
. ‘Ee a os ry Lia = 7 oe oe tek eer al ma ak mi tae I: 
a “ie ae - * 
ey T a} ve ' t sib . | ee , 
vlan i 4 3 ; 5 1 i : oe My 
; we: 1 | Rae oO ae 
cd ea “1* ; . hi L 
ogee ate al ".* Be 
| heen So ns hy ¥ a 
fs ei, a oy 
Bs aaittee : aro ah i nae 4 2 a r = % 4s ae yah = 1 4 
‘ ee Lael eer ele a ae ao +e / , el : ? 
== 





aria 
7 + he 3 

Fs Blatt 
ere | ea , Fe Y oe Is 
te tae Sete ee Cy i i oee 4 Ir ee te AS Mas he Bp es a? Bi ae 
» CHAS Youn World4 


Stark is the closest thing to a carétakcr the Reed collection has ever had. “People don’t like ta spend as much time with things t 


3 Byron Reed Collection Nears Exhibiti es r — | 


By Susan Darst \ iliams | served as a unofficial volunteer curator. _« ...0n: They spent it allon candy, - / 
Si LA npniesieeie hb : ' ,* From now until the exhibit opens, Stark will be _. Attention tumed elsewhere, He married 
ie eR Ke ‘- og. i. helping to ready the ‘exhibit, serving O3-8.9100-a .° thea, und they had dauphter Judy. He ¢ 
_: > Melvin Stark is a thin_man ina. Amal, horth:,°. day cansultantto the museum: {.. Wn eric Seri oe # APatOd. Ch-werk-and family. But in the 19 
-9 . West Omaha house who smokes fragrant Dutch | + - But it's the first Uime in all these years of work: ~ Started up upain, collecting, »\ 4... -"- 2. 
Pipe tobaccy and has a quiet, abiding love for the, with the coins that Stark will be paid: - ee Stark says of his comms and paper mor 
Culms, We xs The money ts not whar he wants, anyway. | duu't have a really Breat collectivn but I ¢ 
The coins, you ask? In Omaha, it's “the" coins, “T've been thinking for a long time that I'd like _* Some pretly mice pieces,"* 
‘The treasures of the $7 million Byron Reed colluc- to see these coins up on display," Stark said, “! 4 
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= f 


ton, 





‘The city has owned the collection since the 189] 
death of the donor, real estate magnate Byron 
Reed. Bur it has been kept in storave more years 
than it has been available for Lhe public to see. 

That will change some time next year, when 

* Collection's 8,000 coins and documents final! y 

. be displayed as an important new exhibit at 


| The Western Heritage Museum, 


It's a world-class collection, experts say, One of 
the 15 best collections anywhere, Tremendously 
rare, 

And though he is too modest to put it this way, 
Melvin Stark is their longtime, Steady, unsung 
hero, He knows the Reed collection hetier thon 


told them at the city and Western Heritage, ‘You | 
- BUYS Bet moving, I'm 72 years old und damn ie, I 


want fo See these coins up befure | die!" 

It would be a dream come true for Stark, a 
humismatist, or coin collector. More than 5) 
Years ago, he became interested in coin collecting 
when his mother entered an 183 coin in a contest 
sponsored by Brandeis departinent store. 

The age of her com impressed her son, the 
youngest of nine children. But his mother didn't 
Even come close to winning, That mtrigued Stark. 
she gave him a bag with a handful of old coins. 
He hked leaming about them, und started collects 
ing. 


Liege Saget Pee VER OT . ® ' 


He found one of his favorites by pure c 


“A cu dealer had died and his wife was 


his stuff. Fishing around in it, I found this c 

1899 Plulippine copper centavo,” He'd neve 
anything like it: a sun inside a triangie « 
side, a helmeted soldier on the other. 

_ Lt was said to be the only one of its kind, ‘ 
find was written up in Coin World, a trade | 
with a circulation of more than 83,000 worl 
and other publications, ; 

Recently, an Illinois man came up with 
just like it, Bul it’s still special, indeed, to St 
“IT like the thrill of looking them up and | 


i fnimne 
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Congressional Recurd every six months. 

sement of travel and per diem expenses 
nhission members to be at the government 


il of Congress coins can issued as early as 


Stri¥'=9 ceadline of June 30, 1990, 
Oi 3 legislation 


ll to redesign U.S, circulating coinage and 
lemorate the statehood of six Western 
> Tide throvgh the Senate earlier [n the 
ic bill bet the coinage legislation was 
unt when it reached the House. 
176, calling for the redesign of aj) five 
nd S, 223¢, to authorize the issuance of $5 
> commeniorate the 100th anniversary of 
six Western states, were attached as 
-R. 3957,.a bil to establish the Delaware 
ation Canal National Heritage Corridor. 
’éd the measure and sent it to the House 
‘ration, 
1¢ House stripped off S. 1776 and S. 2283 
> fo Rep. Bruce Vento, D-Minn., chairman 
ee on National Parks & Public Lands of 
ttee on Interior and Insular Affairs, the 
maine and not within the jurisdiction of 


3RESS Page 46 


33-Sept. 1988 
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988 tracks percentage price mave- 
2), Mint State 60 coins (green line) 
‘turn to Page 64. 


een 


Please see REED Page 9 





need capimet 
exhibit to open 
March date is set 


ny Robert M. Lacewell 


COIN WORLD Staff Writer 


The famed Byron Reed collection, a mutti-mittian 
dollar collecuan of rare coins, medals, paper maney, 
books, manuscripts and autographs formed in the mid- | 
18th century hy the Omaha, Neb., pionéer realtor and 
business leader, will be placed on permanent exhibit ar 
the Western Heritage Museum, Omaha's history muse. 


| ‘um, bepinning in March. 


The collection comprises more than 8,000 coing and 
medals, more than 2,000 notes; 1.838 hooks: 3,243 pam- 
phiets and more than 800 autographs, Including those 
of ull US, presidents to the time of Reed's death: in 
1891. According to a museum press release, the esti- 
mated value of the collection, which is owned by the 
city of Omaha, approaches $15 million. 

Reed bequeathed the collection to the city of Omehe 
upon his death in 1891, along with most of Ihe land on 
Which the Omaha Public Library, the prior home [or | 
the collection. wag built. Reed": wiil provided that the | 
collection would go to the citizens of Omaha to be used 
and displayed for the benefit of the public. 

According to Robin Amerine, curator of the collec- 
tion at the museum, Reed attempted to collect speci- 
mens of all denominations and types of U.S, coins dated 
from 1792 till his death in 1891. She scald Reed became 
inlerested in coins through his father, Alexander Heed. 
and inherited a small collection tram him. 


1804 silver dollar 


Mightighting the U.S. section of the collection Is the 
Parmelee Specimen of the 1804 Draped Bust silver dol- 
lar, purchased by Reed in 1890. The coin Is a Class ] 
specimen, struck ai the U.S. Mint in 1934-35. There are 
15 known 1804 silver dollars, cight from the 1644-14 
pcriod and seven restrikes produced in 1859. 

Other highlights include a Colonial New Englund 
shilling of 1652 and a 1796 Myddelion tuken In copper. 
Later issues include: an 1823/2 Capped Buel quarter | 
dollar: wn 1841 Coronet quarter engle: en 175 $4 gold 
picce; 1 1795 Capped Bust, Small Engle hai? cagle: a 
1795 Carped Bust, leraldic Eagte half Gage; an f892 
Capped Jead, 12 Stars half eagle; and a 1798/7 Cnoned 
Bust, Seven Stars Left, Six Right eagle. 
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WESTERN HERITAGE MUSEUM: The 
Structure and additivn of oy indice trun displa 
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Mh faa Duneer, assistant city altorn 
¥ KYLE MACMILLAN Teer, he ey 
fer ACMILLAN There is definitely o market,” he 
| A portion of the City of Omaha's 384. “Thatis not a prubicm, 


yron “on and deacument col- 
leactiom may be augtioneil as early as 
November to raise $} inion ioware 
an 315.9 iullion retuvaieon and es- 
Panson at ihe Weston Nentage Mu 
“mM, 

“Thais would be 3 Pape NUNRIMaLie 
erent fiw any of imee mnerials tu 
come up fir sale,” saul Kobert Hoge. 
cumin a the Muscuw of the Aroor- 
can Nur matie Assmiauon in Coke 
rade Springs, Cole, 

The vaty is withing out detuls af” 
how the materials would be sold and 
What ubseetg ir) fue century-ld! colleg. 


an would be removed, sud Ken 








The City Panning Board will oon- 
sider the sale al its edocatay meet- 
Lng, Hunger Saul. and the matter could 
cone Setore the Cay Council two to 
four weeks latey, 

Whaat objects wall be sold and who 
will eendict the ABCLION could Fac 
consalensd hy ihe City Couns! at the 
Saime Comme o¢ lates. 

The Western Herita 
O With St. houses 16,00 pigce 
collection, Aboul 300 Objects are on 
View Un O rolating basis in o secured 
5.000 square-foot exhibit that openest 
in Apri 1989, 

The proceeds from the sale would 
Komsuture the cry's contribution to- 


Muncwm, 80] 



















Con firnuee fren Pope | 
they Uy to expand in ihe face of 
funding shuri falls, 

“In order tg adequately care for 
rollecons.” he said, “they have t be 
housed. Somenmes muscu, he 
Hen thave enough Fundine, pei £ 
with 2 sacrifice siiuation.” 

Bunger oflered a Preliminary egij- 
maic that $2 million weld ‘come 
from the sale of a portional the coans. 
winch he saul are valved at $8 million 
10 S10 million, Another $1 mullion 
would come from selling seme of the 
documents and hooks which are 
valued a1 nearly $2 million, 

Four sepresentatives of ayetion 
houses and dealers already have 
Laken a preliminary look ad the tollec- 
ton, Bunger said, Others will be 
brough! im ag bids are sought fir 
Oversecuup ihe sale, 

About 2 half degen firms ia the. 
Uniled States, Hoge suid, have the 
PUperite lo conduct an aucuion of 
this jeale. 
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that i on display” Or that is directly 


oo 












Le i dias 
f te i Ly ie, A 
yall I i} : a Pl at 

re eee ee Ret ie Be 


er 


a 
ay 
fo gto ne 
ee Pe ts 





Project iachules the overhaul of old Union Station, construction of a parking 


City to Decide Which Coins - 
To Be Sold for Museum Plan 
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ward the muscum’s $19 million 
building plan, which ncludes the 
overhaul uf old Union Station. con. 
struction wl a parking structure arn 
addition of an indoor lian dis lay. © 

The pret alee sels sich und in 
Upgrade the Byron Koed exhebil as 

aS LS MOTNRS Arca. 

Speaking, at press uinderence Thuss. 
day, Mayor Morgan sana ihe benefits 
that would come froiw she buikdiri= 

ropeet juntily che sale uf parts of Ue 
vron Row colleetive. 

“1 think there is a Ler Value on 
making ceriain that we can use this 
Facility to its maximum extent.” he 
thd 


_ Museums acsoss the country, Hoge 
stil, are facing similar dassuons a3 
Please (urn tn Pinge 2, Cul, 5 


a 


connectel with Byren Reed and hus 
family,” Origa, Nebraska” or the 
Great Ptains, The callection’s [ad 
‘stiver dollar, one of only 15 known int 
the work, and the rare patie com 
PrOtGty PAS iW coins never issued, will 
nod be on the block, 

“You wuuldn't want tu tlesiroy the 
colecthon asa collection. You want lo 
make gure Lhat you've retamed what .. 
snakes hus collection important, It's 4. 
uciTicult decissaon,”* Burger sud, nt 

Hyron Reed. an Omaha financier 
am! real estale developer, che in. 
a Under the terms af his wll, his. 
collection of coin, malils, bank 
mole}. books and manwwripes was. 

ial (oN ly. : 
cily Wanted if to the Western. 
Heritage Museum for 25 pears woey 
(80 agreement reacher! en 17 iG, ; 

“It's a fantastic enilecdion,* Hoge, 
said ius an cartier interview. “and [ 
don't thank it's appreciated in Onusha 
as much as it should be. In sone” 
ee 13 far superior i9 what wi: 

we.” 1 

The growp of carly American cons 
in the Sallonioe is wary auty- 
where, Hoer aaj pat 
Pattern cons ig gna par with that of 
the U.S. Mint eollectuon at the Sith. 
Lotuan Institution, - 
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Claim to Coins 
Challenged 

A Douglas County Court judpe heard 
arguments Friday involving & challenee 
to the City of Ormuha’s claim that iLowns 
the Byron Reed collection and, therefore. 
can sell a portion to twig pay. for 
renovation work atthe Wester Jentape 
Museum. 

“Omaha attorney Horace tl. Reys- 
olds IV. 4925 Northwest Radial, is sek~ 
ing to prevent the city from sellang part 
of the Byron Reed coilection- 


Reynolds and Ken Bunger. 4 ysis 
rant city attorney, appeared Friday Dt- 
fore J ge Stephen Swarks. 


Reynolds filed a motion Wn February 
seeking un order Lo remove the city a 
trustee of the ccllection. Reynolds mu 
tion also asks the cout to famhe ihe 
Byron Reed Historical Society. an- 
other party, 48 «4 substitute Trustee. 

Bunger said the judge heard art 
ments OVET whether the as County 
Court has jurisdiction OveT the matter. 
He said Swart? ook the matter under 
advisement. 
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Byron Reed Collection 


Feghlights of the Byron Regd rollecton, wth estimates of value Cfewiriedd Shy 


nahonal aeparts 


1, 1804 siiver dollar (15 anown). One solic at a 1989 sucbon ler 


$799.00. 


2 tata croot gold $4 halt-aagte (possibly Unuqua), $75,000- $200, COO 
}. 1474 copper patern for $50 gold half-union (abou! a dozen «Agwn), 


$10, 00C-350.000. 


4. (797 silver nalf-collar, $4C 000-350,000, 

S, 1829 gold $4 hall-eagle, (Teo in collection). $50.000-$ 100 000 each. 

4. 1432 12-star $5 gold hall-aagia (one of aout se known). $75,000. 

r, 1975 set. proo! gaid corns in denominationa of $2'4, $3, $5. 710; 340.000 


to $1 30 000 each. 


@. 1786 George Washington fatter to Patrick henry, $15.000 
10. 1775 latter trom one Revaiubonary War general io anon pefore ihe 


Battie of Saratoga, 55,009. 





Reed Collection Attracts. 
Auction Firms’ Attention 


BY KYLE MACMILLAN 
__ ee ee 
haba S (Sth century Omaha real- 
cetate developer purchased a coveted 
1804 vdver dollar at the landmark sale of 
the Parmelee collection im 1890, he 
coin collecting. | 

Byron Reed's coun collection, which he 
bequeathed to the City of Omaha upon 
iy death in 1991, is one of the most 
storied in ube United States. 

Paul Song a vice president at Soth- 
eby’s aucuon house in New York City. 
calls the Reed set of American cous 
among the most important in pubbe 
hands un che comnitry. : 

Other national experts say the Reed 
collecuon is overrated. Along with cxam- 
ples of rare Aa umique coins such as the 
[30d—silver dollar — known In coin 
aarctes as the “King of Amencan Coins” 
— many otbe; couns in the collection are 
merely ordinary, the experts say. 

“The collection is important for cer- 
tain “tings it conwuns,” said Harve 
Suck. a partner at Stack's of New Y 
Ciry. “It is not necessarily important as 2 
total entity.” | | 

City of Omahs officials have proposed 
the sale of $3 mullioa worth of the 
eollection’s 16,000 coins, medals. paper 
money. books and manuscripts. The 
proceeds would constitute she city’s con- 
trsuuon toward an $13.9 million expan- 
sen ‘and renovauon of the Western 
Hentaze Museum, which houses the 
collection. 

The sale, along wich the rest of the 
renovation and expansion project, i 
subject wo approval by the City 
City and museum officials hope to sub- 
cut plams to the councd in several weeks. 

Uf the project is approved, city officials 
enl) seek Inds from at least six auction 
houses with experience in sales of this 
scope, Each will be asked to spell out 
how 4 would conduet ihe sale and what 
would be sold to reach the necessary 
$3 qullon. 

Exner from four of these firms, wha 
have. visited Omaha and caamined the 
collecuon. were intemmewed for tus 
siary. 

The collecugn centains hundreds of 
hooks and documents, but they are 
cansiderabls less important than Reed"> 


coins, said Selby Kiffer. a vice president 
at Sotheby's. 

The books, he said. were not acquired 
to build a collection but were the kind of 
Library that a man of Reed's standing 
ang means would have had in the 1th 
century. 

The books and documents bave been 
valued at $2 million. which Kiffer calls 
the “upper end of the ballpark.” 

The fame of Reed's collection resides 
in the coins, which New York City coin 
expert Richard G. Dory appraised at 
$5.9 million in March 1986. Richard 
ro, ea director of auctions for Auctons 
by and Merena in Wolfeboro, 
N.H.. eatimates its value at $6 mullion to 
58 millon today. 

In 9 con market where collections 
havc been sold for as much as #40 
mullion, the 5 sav that its overall 
value is Sgnifieant but far from record- 


5 collectors have beard of 

Ryron Reed.” said James Lamb. a vice 

one at Christie’s aucuon house in 
vew York City. 

Many oo Bagr said, would 
love to have a coin from the Reed 
collection, whether it were worth a few 
dollars or a few thousand dollars. He 
said the collectors probably would pay a 
premium of 10 percent to 20) percent to 
geta Reed com. 

A lore has grown up around the 
collecuon, Stack said. because it was one 
of the few important! collecuons oo 
public view earlier tus century whea 
researchers wrote some of the 
reference books on coins. 

But the collection’s reputation, Stack 


* said. is not entirely borne out by what it 


contins and, someumes more umpor- 
tant, by what it does not contain. 

Reed did not budd the collections in the 
systematic, focused way ihat character- 
ites serigus collectors today. Bagg de- 
scribes it more as an accumulation than & 
collectiom ~~ om _ 

Alogg wich coins wortd tens of thou- 
sands of dollars are thousands of others 
that can be found uw ordinary collections 
alf over the world. 

‘Tex many areas. Lam said, the collec- 
tion is patchy, A particular group within 
the collecuon qught conto some oul- 
standung pieces, brut there are often much 
better groups 44.4 whole cisewhere 


The SYRON REED RCCM at Weaterna fieritage 


The Reed Room was Opened in april or 1969 with a SivC-4-plate forma! Gimner, 
The Xiewit Foundation provided 9790,0CQ ts give this 1) year-old cOllection, owne? 
Oy the Laty of Cmuha, its ceserved resting paacS. Sowever, arter just a few yeurg, 
there was discontent. The room was aim, and the displays didn't Caanee. There waan'+ 
@ Sreclal curstor. Ninety; Bercent of the iteme were ia Storage in a room velew, Chere 
Wasa't encugh personnel to guide researcners. The museum nad to gsend 200,000 @ yeur 
for a special wiard ror the public viewing room. 

SOLUTION? (1) Transfer approximately 1CO Cmana anc 30 Neoraska items to th wlOrary=< 
Archives of the Historical Society of [ouglas County. (2) Urfer cne States 3 AGIOS, 
‘Lonesota, wigeonsin, ete, itecs relating to them, (3; Sell tke itecea on ine "Coulee te 
Sold" list. (4) Use the proceecg for the ennencement of the rewsinuer of se colisetion, 


Tre rp 


BABANCSMENT?? (1) Chengs cssplays every 3 to 6 zonthy. (2) Feature 


uf 


1ZeiyY events ~ 
A. Presidents! sirthdays. 3. Fourth of July GC, sonstitution Lay. JD, Veterans lay 

\3) Feature large Grawings of today's moneys and the SAGUSCTIPts the Reea Collection nus 
~ Parry with abe Lincoln; Nickle with Tkosas Jetrerson, .uatter with George wWasslinvtss, 


The same with today's currency. There are many otner themey that ceuli we aeyvélored, 


Vines INSURMATION 

The coins and letters were Gisplayed ror the first time about tS5¢ as the new 
Sowntown litrary at 19th & Horney. Thay had their own room on the 3re floor with mille 
ous glasa panels for the letters and horizontal snow cugea sor the coins. all went 
well until the 1940s woen the coins had ancreased in value anc attempts were nude to 
Steal ther. as a result, the coins were moved to. &@ bank vault ana mot geen aeain wtil 
1989 at Western Heritawe. The letters remained at the Liorary « 

in che 1960s, the American Numismatic society wanted to build their natiscral “exad- 
quarverg in Cmaha ane include she Reed cain collection. Their site was gust north of tne 
Joslyn art Museum. The City of Gmsha turned dows their request because there waa suppesed 
to te a street left open for the Fire Department to serve central Higr School. ag of tocay's 
world, the stree> area was filled in with Jcalyn'a expansion, 

When tne downtown liorary moved to |4*h otrget, the pooks «anc Renuseriots w#wen> ulcoag. 
They had their own area and good security, but no one knew adout then. ney were sot 
i1isved in the general Catalog or a mational computer net work. No one kmows qucn about 
them at sestern deritage, either, for the sare Tre@agsonss 

The City of Cmana via Mayor Acrwan agreed ts contribute 37,40, 0 for tne congtructios 
O2 a new parking Tacilisy on the sorta aice of a@utern Seritage, The Mayor aeciced that 
“M13 amount oF money woule come fron tne gale of some or the items in tre SyYrun Aead 


‘Ollection, ‘The items pertainiag to Washington woulc 36 good to sell cecauge of tneir 


OTSsR INFORMaTICN ABOUT THs REED COLLECTION Pe é 


high value anc shat they don't involve Coaha and Nebraska nistor;, In the next rew neeks, 

the Cmaha City Council will cecide absut the gale, hey Osea cheir Zeclings with a rlecce 

of Allegiance to Our Flag, a very moving westure! Cn the other nand, will tnev gel) 

George Washingten down the river just because he cressged the Delaware and rot the Missouri? 


+ ie ob 


Aathleen Seat, augugt 3C, {sed 
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‘All Aboard” 
Shouted Again 


Howard Leslie stood under the 6. 
fooi-high ceiling of the art deco main 
walling room at che former Union Sta. 
ton in Omaha, not eves blinsing when 
SIMONE taxed him to show how passen- tor of develommnin:, anid architects plan. 
Bors were Called to a train. hing the $16.9 miluon restoration and 

Just Uxe in the gfdea days, sXpuns.on of the museum at the station 

Lesiie, who in 197] pedlocked the nee help from the people whe once 
buiding the nigh: the las: Union Pacific Worked thuse, 


Help Needed 


Danse! Koonig. the foundation's 2irce. 


Restoration 


passenger trin dropped eff its fina) 


cdotcancrs there, vatigred himself foe gp - 


few moments lost week before anrounee 
ing a deparqure. 

HA SONS. UN Uried voice, the words 
resonating and ¢choing off the macble 
walls, Leslie then enunciated each gylla- 
vic crisply and distincily, not stumb'ing 
ever once, 

For a few moments, you could Gitlure 
the cid depot in its heyday, bustling wich 
diaving snd departing passingers, 

“Your attention.” please?’ Tavis 
calied. "Wnion Pasific BIN est, Train 
“Namber one-ah-one, Sureamtines, City of 


For example, he said, Leslie etodably 
wil be asked to make a tape of the 
Impromptu train cal! chyt he dave fast 
Week. Visors lo the museum would be 
AGi¢ (0 Dusit a button and hear it, 

The museum pened in tie 19705, and 
SAY Te piers Were tuade ¢o the building. 
Theold ba sige area on the ground floor 
hag featured 2 walk ‘shrouah history of 
Omaha for years, ing‘ vdiag an old-time 
Classroom and a trolley ear, 

Wilk.ns. who operated trolleys froin 
1942 19 1952, rev Oghized the restored cay, 
No. 1014, as one that, he suid, he 


Lesbe arrived to work at the station 
Aig, 20,1915, He said As wes paic $1.26 
a day, plus ips, asa redoap. 

Except for thres years with an ariillecy 
unit in World War Il, ne worked ut the 
Stolen until if clases, 

Las: week he wulked through the oid 
USO ‘room. where soldiers played table 
wehnis While waiting, He showed off the 
former dispensary and kis corner office 
— where, fhe was (07d, on Overhead Yel 
hxture fall last year. 

Ne retirees walked trackside amuny, 
Weeds, where ¢ U.P. engine, si¢ener car 
ANG Cobo wwe wwalt rettirution, 


ror for prona ly 10. 000) ies, Werk pat build 2 ould ep sAls 

Sin Francisco, Now loodiag at pale Wiluas was on hand for the 193] i Wik somata ee 
: oe eat" ' and for the 153 | mae =a AS Pasa rae ' oi 

mimibey! lwo, For Coiuuvibes. Grand \ - fal, wii COM eaton expected # na 


isiard, North Flarte, Cheyenne, Rock 
Springs, Ozden, Sait Lake, Reno. San 
Francisoc. We wii’ leave on tenck itn 
cer two,” 

FD paused and then es’ the old-time 
(rn Cull, Grawing out ihe first word for 
wee teconds and clisping the ending of 
(he sevond word as Ke plich rose: 
“ACIIUE aera 

Re laughed, and fellow retiree Dudicy 
Bobbin: cung athlated k’m: "Didn't even 
need 9 PA system," 

Lesis, 77. Bobbitt, 79, and Missour 
Pavilie retirge Les Wileine. cS, were 
esecrtel inough we! Ouilline ay Officials 
oF the HentigeJoslyn Poundacien, 
which saljetnys Seni Datlons Por che Jins. 
lye Act Muswuim and the Western Her- 


lage Mustum = hous at the old train 


Sauon, 


1 


Gpering of the Vaion Station, Lestie and 
Bobbitt were there the might it closed, 

"Three passengers ‘set of," gaid Bob: 
bitt, whoas navy-blue Union Pavifie 
WifOrm hangs in the museum, "We wen: 
arourd and quietly closed the dors, 
Eewas just Uke durth ieyelf, 

“Thad seut 50 many People out on 
(nps. f jus: couldn't keap the tears back. 
{i was just the end of an era," 

The museum is hoping for the start of 
a mew erg, paid for with Si$9 million 
rused through the Heritage: [ostey 
roundatlon and $3 mullion from tha 
City of Omsha. 

eine Cebuted is a city Proposal 
lO sell part of the cenciry-cid, ott 
owned Byroq Reed coin and docys 
meat saueclion. sarily disploves at the 
T.dscum, to raise the ofty's ghuse 


Sumenet Of 2996, Officials say museum 
Visitalons would olimb from 60,000 a 
year ttay te about 100,900, 

Backers 22) the museuar which pre- 
Serves More thay SOM) objects and 
nore than @ million photographs, would 
fdd hands-on, intergej.e cAlbits, The 
Bulding's joration near the opuiur Oid 
Market, they Say, makes it a namical 
ror inerezsud usaste, 

What's clgo important, they Sov, are 
Ne thousands of stories wating 19 be 
(old. In its orime, which ddis't tos: long, 
Union Station w AS JUSL ebout tke busice 
Pidc4 in Omaha, 

“It was 8 wonderful butding.” Wu- 
Sing said jn the main waiting room, “fr's 
ice tO Wale lo Uva room, Bul noone is 
here. not like they used to $e. That really 

ind of gets to-vou." 





Nearly Half in W-H Poll 
F avored Reed Coin Sale 





__BYJENA JANOV JENA JANOVY 
COPYRIGHT 1904, OMANAWORLI-HERALD.CO. 


Nearly half of Onsahuns 'hirveved 


in a World-Herald Poll favored they: | Re 
I to Sell part of the |- 


Byron Read cofcction t Bap pay 
on lection to help pay = 
sain work at the weleen Heras 
Museum. 


Ina plan that has stirred some contro- 


versy, the city has proposed the sale of $3 


coins, medals, p re money, books and 
manuscripts. is would consti- 
tute the city’s ure of an.$18.9 million 
planned e 


museum, which houses the 





The City Council will hold a public 


hearing on the museum’s redevelopment 
plan, which includes the ae 
at its 2 p.m. meeting today in’ the 
legislative chambers of the City-County 
Bulking, 1819 Farnam St.) 2. Gy 

A World-Herald Poll indicated that 48. W 
percent of 8 said 
would favor sellin sin pottiig of the: 
collection to raise moncy for the muscum 
renovation, ‘and po ‘percent ‘Said they © 
would not. aro 


ion and renovation of the . 2 


ea 


f ‘Sell Part of Byron 


> 


- Reed Collection? 


dvtee iegnd ti prednifiy 
wT For! Tt Mtusintiscpie tirtt “48% | e} 


million worth ie collection’s 16,000 A al ; 





The teen survey of 326 Omahans 
who said th : 
eee Sept. 6 


"eau not rrp 

or minus 6 tage px 
“In addition lo the $ milli contribu- 
ne oe 8, Col. J 


| k : ral. 


td they die } 
‘sale, a loanswer, 0 6 sore 
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City Council Holds Key to Better Museum 


Omaha's Western Heritage Museum has made 


significant strides in recent years. It is rich in 
potential. But it needs help from the City 
Council. The museum's redevelopment plan, 
which comes up for council approval Tuesday, 
deserves support, 

The plan involves $18.9 million in restoration, 
renovation and expansion. The city’s contribu- 
tion would consist of $300,000 in each of the next 
10 years and an estimated $3 million from the sale 
of items from the Byron Reed collection. Cura- 
tors said the sale would involve only items that 
are incidental to the main body of the 16,000- 
piece collection of coins, books and documents. 

The museum is situated in the old Union 
Station on 10th Street near the Old Market. The 
stnking art deco building provides adequate 
space for a history museum. But its wiring, 
heating and air-conditioning systems need to be 
replaced. Its parking deck was closed in 1992 
because of structural problems. 

The redevelopment plan would provide the 
opportunity to move ahead. The parking garage 
would be rebuilt and enlarged. The renovated 
museum would have a significant display on 
railroads, which have been neglected in previous 
displays. It would include six restored railroad 
cars from various eras. 

The remaining elements of the Reed collection 
could be preserved and displayed more profes- 
sionally. 


When the council votes on the redevelopment | 


resolution, it will not be making a specific 
decision on what should be sold from the Reed 


collection. Auction houses will be asked for | 
recommendations on enhancing the integrity of — 


the collection. This is a reasonable approach that 
should keep intact the spirit of Byron Reed's 
legacy to the people of Omaha. 

If council members agree, the museum could 
become a stronger link in the chain of tourist sites 
that runs from the Gene Leahy Mall and the Old 
Market to Rosenblatt Stadium and Henry Door- 
ly Zoo. Its renewal could encourage other im- 
provements in the neighborhood. 

Museum Director Phillip Kwiatkowski has 
suggested that a renovated Western Heritage 
could become one of the city’s first stops’ for 
tourists, Increasing attendance from 65,000 last 
year to 175,000 annually. He suggested that the 
modernization of the facility and its exhibits, 
creating a more interactive and educational style 
for the museum, could catapult Western Hentage 
— thé front ranks of history museums regional- 

y. 
Museum officials have pledged to raise $15.9 
million to supplement aty funds. But much 
hinges on the City Council's acuion. Tuesday will 
be a crucial day for the museum, We urge 
members of the City Council to consider what the 
museum could become with their help. Consider 
the possibilities and then vote to make it happen. 
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Byron Reed Collection. 


BY Sk J EN A Ly ANOVY it TY 
WOALO-HERALD S7 SPF WaITER 


R portion of the Byron Reed collec- 


thon. which includes coms, documents 
and other materials, will be auctioned off 
by .the City of Omaha to help pay for 
renovation work at the Western I leniage 
Museum, 
The City Council approved a resolu- 
tion Tuesday that accepts a museum plan 
calling for the sale of $3 million worth of 
the collection'’s 16,000 coms, medals, 
paper muney. books und manuscripts. 
The proceeds will constitute the city’s 
share of an $18.9 million planned expan- 
sium und renovalion of Lhe museum, 
“ houses the collection. 
approval followed more than two 
hours eg public testumeny and council 


discussion about the sale plan, which has 
drawn criticism from the famuly of Byron 
Reed and local coun collectors. ©; 


Robert Best. a greal-grandson of 
Reed's, and Best's wife, Kathleen, urged 
the council to resist selling a portion af 
the collection simply to meet the muse- 
um's short-term financial necds. Reud- 
ing from Jus greut-prumdfather’s will, 
Best reminded the council that Byron 
Reed specified that the collection was to 

“be used and displayed for the benef tat 
the public.” 

Best said he did not want the proceeds 
from the sale to be used to build an 
improved parking structure. 

her opponents. including Anne 
Bovle, wite of former Mayor Mike Boyle, 
suid the collection represents an impor- 


tant part of the city’s lustory and should 
be preserved in its entirety, Opponents 
also raised concerns that the city would 
sell the most valuable portions of the 
Reed collection to guarantee that the 
entire $3 mlbon would be rarsed. 

Several supporters of the plan spoke, 
including Western Heritage Museum 
Director Plullip Kwiatkowski, a repre 
sentative of Downtown Omaha Inc. and 
the (id Market Busmexs Association, 
and u national coin and-collection ex- 
pert. They said that the money from the 
sale would enable the muscum to in- 
crease attendance, improve displays, en 
hance cducational opportunmes and 
provide more interacuve displays 

he sale. they said, also would allow 
the city to improve the display of the 


Reed collec 
areas, 
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tant part of the city’s history and should 
be preserved in its entirety. Opponents 
also rassed concerns that the city would 
sell the most valuable portions of the 
Reed collection to puarantee that the 
entite 33 million would be raised, 


Several supporters of the plan spoke, 
inchudine Western Heritage Museum 
Director Philip Kwiatkowski, a repre- 
sentative of Downtown Omaha Inc. and 
the Old Market Business Association, 
and a national coin and-collection cx- 
pert. They said that the money from the 
sale would enable the muxeum to in- 
crease attendance, improve displays, en- 
lunes cducational opportunities and 
provide more interactive displays. 

The sale. they said,-also would allow 
the city lo improve the display of the 


Reed collection and upgrade its storage 
areds. 

In addition to the $3 million contribu- 
ted by the city from the coin sale, the 
fenovation project would be financed 
with $15.9 million in private donations 
raised through the Heritage-Joslyn 
Foundation, | 

The city also has pledged an additional 
$3 million to the museum — $300,000 
annually for the next 10 years. That 
figure represents an increase of $125,000 
over the $175,000 the museum now 
fecerves cach year from the city for 
repairs and maintenance. 

The proposed renovation includes the 
overhaul of old Union Station at 810 5. 
10th St.. which houses the muscum. It 
ala includes construction of a $3.9 


ollection Sale OK’d 


million parking structure north of the 
building and addition of an indoor train 
display. 

The council approved the plan 5-1 
with an amendment proposed by Coun- 
cilman Richard Takechi. The amend- 
ment calls for the $3 million to come 
from the sale uf a portion of the Reed 
collection “or other city funds if avail- 
able.” The amendment also conunits the 
city to consultmg with the Byron Reed 
committee, among others, during the 
auction procedures, The auction is €x- 
pected to Occur next spring. 

Councilman Frank Christensen voted 

inst it. Councilwoman Brenda Coun- 
al, an attorney for Linion Pacific, ub- 
stained from voting. She said she wanted 
to avoid a perceived conflict, 
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CHRISTIE'S FROPOGED Sale List 

A member of the Omansa City Legal Department has stated that nothing is binaing unless 
it is stated in a legal document. Thus, what a newspaper prints ia not to be consl.lered 
sccurate. This means that official statements in regard to the disposition of tne Reed 
Collection are not to be believed. The public was told that nothing on display in the 
Collection would be sold. Yet, 5/% of the items are on Christie's sale list. 

A very important object from the Reed Room that is to be sold is vVeorge Washington's 
distillery ledger kept by ‘“obias Lear and signec by Washington. This was appraised at 
310,000 when it was turned over to Western Heritage in 19€9. Christie's nelieves it 
might go for mich more in the auction. 

Instead, this Washington ledger should go to Mount Vernon whicn nas beer commissioned 
by the State of Virginia to resurrect the distillery. Recent diggings nave uncoverec tne 
foundation, so the records in the ledger would be extremely helpful. 

The Mount Vernon Association has offered to buy the beok directly from the City of 
Omaha for $15,000. Of this amount, $5,000 would be donated by a patriotic Omaha ecunie. 
It would be a tribute to Byron Reed to have this item go directly to Mount Vernor. 

There is something else to ponder on the binding power of mere statements. For years, 
the Reed collection has been described, in print, as containing the autographs of all of 
the Presidents thruugh Cleveland and all but six of the Signers. However, the Christie 
list breaks up these Reed assemblages by taking seven Presidents and two Signers. 

Are the officials of the City of Omaha really this unpatriotic? Aren't they noved 
by George Washington's statement, "If, to please the pacple, we offer what we ourselves 


disapprove, how can we afterward defend our work?” 


I am not here as a representative of the Need family, but as a representative of the 
people of the City of Umaha. We should not be denied tne presence of the history-makera in 
she Reed collection of books and manuscripts. 

in addition to the autographs of all of the Presiuents from washington to Cleveland and 
all but six Signers of the leclaration of Independence, there's a wide selection or notables 
from the United Statea and Surope, some of the items are 5U0U years cld. Among the buoks, we 
have Christesher Columbus' personal narrative translatec from spanish in 1827. There's the 
Journal of the Last Voyage of LaSalle to Find the Mouth of the Mississippi, written in 1714, 
and we have a 1791 copy of Thomas Paine's Common Sense in wnicn he wrote "Lhese are the times 
that try men's souls". Today, in this room, 18 also a time that is trying men's souls. 

I saw the book and manuscript collection for the first time in 19b7 and have spent the 
last 22 years keeping track of it. IL was very pleased when it was goved to western Heritage 
in 1969. The event mate the cover of the World—Herald's MAcAZIVE CF THE MiDuANITS. a mseum 
srokeanay geiw, Wg follgesion is a tremendous thing for Umana, something “he city and atate 
shoulda really be proud of." However, because of the lack of 4 specialized curator-librariar, 
the whole collection has not been utilized. The public ciu not have access to a catalog 
and a supervised study arsa was not available. 

Now, with the $300,0CO a year that the City will be giving western Heritage, there will 
be funds to hire specialists for tne coilection. another source oz help would ve the new 

arald Fore Conservation Center to open in Omaha this year. The gord bernetactor, James Paxson, 
wes the Evron Heea of this century -—=— he, too, wauted ta give his fellow tmahars a toucn of 
history. 

I would algo like to mention that it is my understanmaing that your only coligation to 
the Union Station Building is to reinstate the parking nlaza to a useabie condition. This 
would be just the one level as it was in the beginning. The City is not obdligatea to pay 
for a lower level. I woulo suggest, therefore, that the cost mignt not be as high as 
$3,000,000, so you wouldn't be obligated for that high an amount. 

In conclusion, may I remind you that our free lives of today are a result of the past. 
Because of the efforts of our Founding Fathera, my great-grandparents lert burope in 1870 
for a better life in thia country. Ferhaps I can pay my duea to those of the past by 
imploring you not to take away from future generations what is now in our present — 
the Byron Reed Collection. 


Spoken at OMAHA CITY COUNCIL MEETING, January 31, 1995 


hy Kathleen Best 


Action Plan 


The City Council, which Las summe 
1 F . t 
Passed a resolution of intent to seil part 


of the collection, js 7 I 
hearing loday on a propo: onic 
'0 put the plan into action, 

$3 million to be raised would be 


the city’s share of an $18 li 
renovation plan for tute There 
1s fo come from money raised by the 
aa Joslyn Foundation, 

collection, by ail t 
One of the most stoned in tha Ucorod 
States. Its books and documents — 
Charla, letters from Mari [ 
well us signatures of 50 saree of iis 
Declaration of Ind : — have 
been valued at $2 million. 


A New York City iser valued th 
Bae eee Dene od Uie 
coins, i ag 4,500 ancient und for- 
ic 7 milion in 1986. Vescio 

AWS Suy the vale | oh hi 
Aa Could be much higher. 





Omahans, 
Bob Best, who fi collection 
as.a boy, hopes it remains inte 


wT isn’t * Hike this 
where in the country," he said “Tide 
can't be duplicated by anyone,” 
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High Security 
The Reed coms, if stored that way, 
would make the world’s most unusual 
piggy bank. But many, including those 
irom the period before Chnist, are on 
i in a high-security area. 
ig awn case is the collecticn’s 
“Hope Diamond,” the 1804 silver dollar. 
In | 989, such a coin sold for $990,000, 
Reed lies today, as he has since 1891, 
on 4 sloping hillside in Prospect Hill 
Cemetery along with many others whose 
names live on as sirects, avenues oF, as in 
Byron Reed's case, a real estate firm. 
Visitors to the collection can push a 
button and listen to a greeung from 
Reed, An actor's ae 0} onto a 
mannequin, wearing a “century Suit 
and standing in a reconstruction of 
Reed's library. 
“Welcome to my 
says, “I'm very pleased that the people of 
Omaha are finally able to sce it again.” 
William Vescio, a pharmacist and 
never has exhibited more than | percent 
of the collection. bs 
“I know can’t display it ail,” h 
wad. “The sal part te oe of 
Omahans don't know what we have 
because it's been Indden for so long. If 
the citizens of Omaha knew what we 
have here, they would be shocked.” 
Robert Vassell, a Metro Community 
College instructor, said it could be “a 
major $l for scholars from all 
oarinut’ 
Vassell said: “People should have 
access to the collection. It shouldn't be in 
the catacombs of the Western Heritage.” 


Vescio, who successfully h ! fight a | 


proposal to oa peck the collection for 
would amount to cammibalization. : 


exhibit,” the voice | 
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Piggy Bank’ 


Bob Best was a seventh-erader wt 
he asked tn ae let in to the dowarenn 
public library's collection thut he had 

“ard so much about from his mother. 

“Tidientified myself,” he recalled, “and 
the peuple there very sraciously escorted 
me to the third floor, nurtheast corncr, it 
wasn t really open to the public. You had 
10 have some reason to be there.” 

Best had a reason. He was a areat- 

andson of one of Omaha’s founders. 

vron Reed, who had bequeathed his 
farnous collection of coins and Papers to 

the city. The boy’s first view made a 
i hi Impression. | 
_ “Iwas impressed by the maenitud: 

t all, by its significance,” said 
Monday. “And I would be just as 
interested in it today if T had no relation- 
ship to the man who gave it to the cry.” 

_ Best is a retired “businessman. That 
first visit to the Byron Reed Collection 
Was in 1936. And although school classes 
used to view the collection, for long 
— it _ been out of sight, 

cr a break-in attempt in id- 
1960s, the fabulous Reed: soleeie ng 
consifned to a bank vault. The coins and 

apers later moved to the W. Dale Clark 

ible Library, built in the mid-1970s 
and since 1989 have been housed at the 
Western Heritage Museum, 
, Asithas in the past, the treasure agai 
is the focal point of controversy. To f P 
pay for renovation of the muscum in the 
oe _— Station, the plan is to raise $3 

muon by auctionin of t 
pce cllcton & part of the 16,000- | 

st and his wife, Kathleen, who hav 
helped catalog ie Reed cine ee 
among a group hoping to persuade 
City ouncil 4 calfoffihe sctee ‘ 

_ We have no quarrel with the renova- 
won,” Best said. “It’s using the collection 
aS a piggy bank that we object ta,” 








A Message from the Heritage-Joslyn Foundation 
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Built in M31 and housed in che old Union Station in the heart of downhtaws Omaha. Nebraska. che 
Western Reserve [leritame Museu serves cs a ively. interactive history museum which provides 
visitors a uniague look at the liscory of Chnaha and the Midwest Pee TOM. 


The Museum recently celebrated two niyor wnlescones, its 20th anniversary and the reopening of the 
Museum following completion of phase [ of a $29.5 million renovation, expansion and endowrnen 
CoLGDTPNULGTEL. The newly renovated facility Has tragsrornpedt the Pekilclians buck ro che vrandeur 
experiences during the heyday of the railroad. ‘The goal is te place the Western Eleritagze Museurn 
at the husterical and cultural center al the cic 


Part ot the new improvement to the Muscumt inclaided the relocation af che Union Pacific Museuni te 
the Western Heritusc: Museu. The new enclosed addition to the mack level of the (niledirise 18 11M, 
honk to the collections ot Union Pacific and its major impact or Ornalia ane the Western United Sraces 


As with all iuuscurmns, che exhibits and provrams are truly the heart of the unstcution. The mew 
Mustcunm is redesigning and rebuilding the permanent Ouuaia exhibits to berter display che unique 
heritage of this community. Exlubits are betne organized around major themes such as the Land, the 
Community, Fome and Fannty Lite and Onaha at Work. The subjects are tmtendeal G portray how 
Lliis COUETWVILITY developed wid a relace PISO v tay Lhae acs prersopr tae aera hy 





When completed nm 19208, the Museum wall inchide new educanan classrooms, a visitor orjentation 
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= phinned to carry che Museum mito che meaesc eeneration, The 
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Moar cto the renovation progect, over 20,0N0 chiklren were served by provras oered ac Western 
, nirtietpaced in che Museuits outreach progr ; 

Mere purneipated iw special evenes and tamuly activites. While these numbers ar rood, thew ore 
‘Xpected to reach OU MW school children anus ¥Vond over 25000 total amu! attendane 2 at thie 
conchision of the renovation prorect, 
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SYMPHONY | | 


Jan. IL & 13 


Bruce Hangen. 
Conductor 


Gail Williains. 
Horn 





Coershis in Cobain Os erture 


' Raacl Nother Goose Suite 
Sirauss Horm Concerno No | 
Ly rah Simphon No x 


8:00 p.m, 
Orpheum Thearer 


vgiied siete hs Chee Veta Aguada | hotel a Al's Ink Vin cane 


SurperPoprs 


Banu Gibson 
and the 
New Orleans 
Hot Jazz 
Ernest! Richardscui 
Cane) cer 





It's Cold Outside, 
but the Music's HOT! 


Heal the winter chill sinh the bess of Cole Porter, 
the Gershwin, aad Greene Bertin tessaen! a ily 


Ver (Lissa hie’ OF Duke Ellington. Hoapy 
Curmiclucl. aud Fins Waller! 


7.00 pov Thursday 
5:00 pm Friday & Saturday 
Orpheum Theater 


avidin RM Pe oy & Kadi Nedick Tweed [hotel 


342-3560 


Was Wiad Steet * Hi Tiber Kites Available 


OMAHA 


_ ‘Siecvor Yampolsky. Music Director 
Enicat Rachardson, Resident Comlmcis 


Jan. 18, 19 & 20) 


SOPER STOR 








THE GUTTING OF BYRON REED: How The City Is Planning To 


Ik was paven ho thy residents of 
eral wally thes ceklat of perpen 
ioe (he best of todeidawen Ms a val 
able reswnuce Chet law 1S wears thaaiv 

| hin newer wall oe peedertiad Wad | 
many Ew yeustharips ote Ulsi-e pore rnilerre: 

run, the Ryne Rid Collection, 
has quietly begun, The city plans te well 
ihe collect, valwed By sate expels 
at mare than $|2 mull 

The collection is “vme od the 

wld ds Alreest tremsureg,” “gir yf the 

| United States’ presatest o Alec! we ov 

| por with the Senathsunian,” ared ver- 
tiinly “the muse Amazing, Cdn ever 
hettiacholamhip, sy wxperis, Wal 
rete a etter iar el livapy acne lanes all the 
fiote shaowful o thet Woo heii 
bedi bee lve ressictents od Chrah., ane 
they're nuit beng Peay Sayan 
what is leerteind rip hriully theles 

—Whenyritt aad dled in 1841, he 
hepsi an une ial and exdeil ee 
cnn and manuscrine olleetion ty the 
Ciry of Cimaha - should It want and 
}  arrepeit Inherited frum his father, 
)| Rast had added te the cullectian with 
|| ferver and as his wealth allowed. 
Under has direction, New York agents 
were kept busy combing the world ha 
historical treasures watil the cullectin 
are to an astiunding 6,467 cous, 
1.250 medals, $92 duleeraphs, 1434 

| buoke, 3.243 parnplilets, 415 
') Cesfederale nutes ancl 2,135 hank 
rites, al) then appro at $75,000, )f 
the Rift te the city was accepted, Byron 
Reed's estate wild als provide land 
for construction af a public brary har 
thas apperiprrate adiespe lay anf thes quale 
la | 

~ Real's indent hor his cublectigin wae 
wperificmiyamitiinal Wt lew wil. OP 
enh snl edu ition of preeysit 
And futurd peryratiowes wohl be pete 
manently enaurnd a> the cutlestion wae 
bequeathed “whilly un (he interest and 
for Che beervedet unt Uhm prukelic™ well mae 
preeiepemt eotcaler dine Clea mublie, wae lidrigge 
1 Purchase od thine. Kewel shiprulated 
Uhl "oe parks (here wore bo be Fe 
roenwrent 

The cals keeps Raa ss gee tiec te tle 
pitt ard ayer ts etic ct Al] Ne cris i- 
tins. fe has been a cuntrict and a trust 
many tlmes broken - 4 scandalous yarn 
~Pinaing outower 1S years of prec, 
theft and political mismanagement 
whine machinations ate num moving 
inte the realm if unethucal and ques: 
tianable legalities os the oty prepares 
ho gut the callectiin 

“Omaha has mismanaged the cal- 
lection from the get-¢it,” said Glona 
Owen, 9 afed Purnisnatest, or oni 
follectur, “They've never appreciated 
its rarity, benuty ar mlucational and 
historical value ~ 

The hustorical significenice of the 
Byrn Reed Collection can't be under- 
stated. Mivre (han 3.500 wi the coins 
date bark 2.000 and more years i 
Alexander the Great and Julius Caesar, 
ty Antiochus, Plolermy, Herod are 
Montius Pilate. One thousand coms 
date from the Roman, Greek anal 
Byzantine empires. Also un the onilec- 
bon are the stuf! wf childhoane tales and 
pirate legends: shebels, gold pover- 
ems, 25 types of widow's mite and 


7 
© peeved chwilio 

Cle hath wef ther 1 Wheactis ak om L. sa 
inl, Gini leis lvvage an als if ache yaya 
Fiveety [TE Thee radinae’s Hes hone 
Sat be Frac thay mane ly frches vr pL a, 
ternihins! mwiews sual Lower ole del 

| data Nermieniatists ces! chetiste ae 

LS paltern preve, (hat torr the 

RTE HE Chow walle toumy, CP npeevas! innler 
we i Clee cattery coal THE Marika 
silver ehiillar only Ph aewieed ie thee 
veatrll, with Cimiaha’s Hu mest pecrivet 
pen Tite, 1 ine tei themes Pete te Moats 
Cedbstiart be Fiirideletis sate! oul the 7p 
thre nurttisniadic cvilliatioutis a4 the 
ratio and ad Hh nye the Fest US pal- 
hrm colhasiin baie world 

“The group af eoely America 
evsins in de collatiin iv unsurprssed | 
anywhere. The group of pattwir cans | 
on a par with thet of the US, Mant 
Cudlevtion at thy Southanuan i 
Institulnen.” stad Rebewt Hine, curator! 
of the Museuns aif (he American | 
Numismatic Association an Cok 
Springs, & onl, 

The mianwacropls are rar les 
renwihabhy, World hetury comes alive 
Wt ducuneenis, certificates, prems and 
lelters firm Napuleun, Charies 
Dickens, Lowis & Clark, Erneclict 
Arruild, Beethowen, Mapriet Beecher 
Stowe, Mark Twain, Henry VII and 
many thers Included are the signa- 
tures of every president up bo the time 
al Reed“s death (Washingeon ba 
Cleveland) and all but six signers ul 
the Geclarateon of Independence. 

Or. Cugene OeGrusurn Pittskrurch 
site University’s Curator of Special 
Lidhvtheie, covtsalers the Pyne Ris 
Colas tine tur Oe Whine crf wenden’ ) 
Feel pL eS, 

“Aula apbeculherting was in 
Vangene te Byrn Kewdl’s tarr, bat povs 
ple wind wually cul away the sina. 
fore aril clisgy ee: ual the manuseripr,” 
be ended 

His ern Hyon Riad kept thay 
Larus inde Ba wei can ¥ dicla 
aL beams as Civtumbas personal ruae- 
ranive, George Washington's wAlkey 
boul gar strtal Tay Snllie'se Ja ecntoad wale ina} afin 
devon the mut uf the Sdiamanni pp 
Aiwer’, 

“Reed's thousands of manuacipts 
are literally adfitina) puzale pieces vl 
history, Oerusen said. 

But Omaha political leaders have 
often viewed the cullevtian mit as a 
valuable legacy tu the cummunity, but 
rather de une Large, pigyy bank. In the 
POs, the Amiencan Mumimalic 
siety approached Chale abcrul 
hacdtiny ther natumna! bead Quai leis 
hee, on part because of the eullevtionn, 
The propvewd! ale was north of Joslyn 
Art Musrurn, The city declined the 
Orr ares saying the street needud 
to be kept clear for Central High 
Sclvanl. That street has since bewn filled 
in by the Joslyn's expansion. 

The city began laying plans fr 
building 2 few chiwniiewn public 
library we 0972, Ube eda was roe anf 
selling the cullection for funding. 
Vigorous publ nutery blocked the 
sale and the plan wan derailed. 

Recognizing the collections value, 
the Peter Kiewut Foundation gave 





$900,004) i the Westerr | lerit tye 
Museu, slipmalatuny the an estubnd be 
aeetsbricted fit hei Lhe coellen tum. The 
museum slit net Appropnalely ful fill 
it aiysatiny Older, rathwer Unart state 
ih the-art, facilitues ewe uneul on the 
ding of the ex hibat gre, Tbe renile 
Wits IAAGiquate spade, pyar Lipeiurion 
and wuldated security rises; 

Sadly, the mustrealruent starhed wt 
the very hocatiwn Ree willeed five his 
cidlecthon, the vil Cah Library at 
the corner of 19th de Harney Streets. 

Kept ae the library's tee flea, thug 
éollectin was reailily acossible te the 
Peblics schusis alte fark field ripe 
there. Dud library pemawine! oorsidered 
Ihe cullevlian a nuiwanee and a burden. 
It took wp space; periphiyees would 
have in stand watch when citizens 
came tor viewing Following two fared 
burglary attempty, the aulectrn was 
bork ina Wellin 1G. 

Ten years later, a yuwung boy began 
wclting rare, Valuable cuins to Ouewales 
denier, one of whom was Leuriard 
Chwer, past president of the Central 
States Numismatic Society. Farruliar 
with the collectran, Owen mace 
inquines and discovered the bay hac 
found a shoebox full of cuams in the 
library and had sumnply walked out the 
door wilh them Acullerion valued by 
some experts al S12 million was being 
Shited in Cipar and showed: 

Cumcermed local. numismatisty 
fonmed the Byron Reed Histerica] 
Society, spending five years and how 
sands af hours invertorying and cata- 
lysing the collection 's mumismabic Corr 
hearin Chewin was hooeteich at wll Hy 
Hiwvivenad : 

Thi callin tha Vad aera prem or ly 
‘anad tor Caans hast bon a unfedd 
Lang ren) Woe ord acraiiind 
when polished. Paper currerey as | 
Fi Leal fur wu digg het Ate mie , 
Damage, Caused by Raive nuswaliing | 
and apathetic moglec!, aiinnanilent be 
tens of thousands vf dallas,” blue san. 

There wie dle.) lisa Pep hele, 
Saati, Meibars irl catieiys “Beads wat 
Mysteries ss clayey aaa, Coat i 
seittll, iemcbulinaps ve bot ePeat eptcet cet de | 
paper muney in the collection pets pe 
leangeer Uhvewe 

The soety contacted Dieterumsn, | 
leading manuscript wuthaority, tes exdiy- 


“mae thas ary ieeisematic puerta oil the 


Cnllectew 

“lL had newer hard aif (pe Byron 
Kred Collection and way simply 
asiirunient. lt nemains une od the mvt 
aad: treasures were lest to gchar 
ahip.” Deruscm said | fe alga fisurtl 
hws dammaped ara! itioaing, 

Muce Lhun 105 years after being 
given ke the city os a gift, the collection 
etill is mat neveped with the brasrity 
and dignity it deserves Ina nocent ani- 
the, Eve Weisert, former curatar nf cal- 
ler tics at tal featern Hiritage Museum, 
wrote: “[t's an estradinary and 
Unique inheritance fur the pepe ud 
Omaha, a teeasure lepary thas is rich un 
history and remains a remarkable, 
priceless commection ty the past,” 

it is ao statermectt that, while true, 
made in direct juxtapositiver tu Westem 
Heritage’s treatment vf the cuallectivn 


ng 


_- twin tesarch, 


a is 


or 





by Decturah Ceitering 


Profit illegally From YOUR Uncataloqued Collection 


Displays are not roeoted: coin arid dig: 
play toys have slipped from pusitivn, 

“Rermiwed for Research” signs signal 
w= veral aeere artifacts. blew con 
theta, 1 Unease Ls 
voF leeviua ian stieayge? 

Mary) Miller, 2 collections assis- 
Lael ol Ihe inuseurn, & dower that 
eth lied ankd Werpert’s replacement 
is banned. She said that the cnigi nal 
plins called tor the timely rotation of 
displays, and shw 15 unsure why thot 
wan't been dune She goid the current 
waxhibit has “sufherad” fram being on 
display few such lor hime. 

The museum alsu hag fauled to 
improve, protect add market the coller- 
too. Por exaniply, local electra 
have wilfered alternatives to the clim 
lights ther suyyresitions ware mit 
ives ig ahead, 

lbw traseuwm contacted Ditirasnn 
thee years ai foram appraisal af the 
Hite iple, danding it impusiink: 
willl 4 culadoy of contents. The city 
had rol budered be invertery the 
MaNGkCCip! portent od ea coltection in 
vis (ON years val ter maces Dest Sirus 
was dsheu! fur his pric for cataloging 
wrnl ap pratary the enllection. ee 

ned anty “put him wp,” he said 
would di the appraisal for free, 
Diorio never again heard from 
Trustum, he gays. 

There's been Yiulually ne pra 
tier Hee ok Toa etree abet cual ew tou, 
Tew Omahare ceglize lhe contents of 
thee Cullettoun, vr ewen knw of iis eis: 
tence. These's mr dined marketing com 
Pail) dined ol etna Listeietss, bin the 
hehe echelons ot learning, Det ruain 
sited the ocikectican’s exiterce iy 
Wikniwwn, Aa wonuuMcement iaent mut 
tit Ereclinh, bostarical ane vat hinka rly 
perenitls womadd Ber waperly ried aracuted - 
Vy steaeeprtetl, Vaal draenei swt tel, 

“Tt Werwhel Grote fuete 4 otit in the 
deislhernis’ Camry anil other 
Wald wert fv dr eile: Ret Aterls lis 
"dhe Grivcsau gal. 

Inomically, the Weatern | Inve it ater 
Mies atinals tu Be positively rein 
forte) fir its qlicstionibly care aad 
Iroatitent od this valuable asaet, fo the 
ober is up for gabe ned the mise 
wee iy dee Bee he bain ite oe 

her roeieciuie te eLbregai by aveiilyvol 
0 SUB pra enatrictiqny acnd 
Lavell pryect The euty has jy reed bus 
cout Piiute $3 million, anther $3 vel: 
het is he Core fren the dallecty y's 
wily onl the balance will be priwidad 
Hinsugh private tesutces The erly om 
Aggies ely mein fumewand woth 
jPeots tee soy tion the sollotinnm, bempity 
a Pea uray ower its att hice and lewality. 

Ind be mennrandurn bo the 
Wives (Whey. theneAgaiatant City 


‘ “te thi Viste Kerlowe ol ipe tio! la-pgual 


anny im ios at ie hi martin, Alig eqidby tie ti. 
1 lie Faved agp: Thi wily nara Pia if, hy all 
ly, dispiese uf anny pael ud the Dynan 


Koed Catheter, Uther ari athuw tery 
“waar wilh (his stalerment at Low 


Vhoegw, Hain, te it Berertgs srl? 

The City Crnuwil voted! S-1 ter sell 
iw celle Sie 1 Ftaery, inal thar city 
Fabel a poke thio Font vanert pereritic it B10 
bighe the adhe Thee Stole's Alturmey 
Keach lam certo! Ubi delenit iat 


 relurned jie Abroinim |. Reial 
* (ote) hey berm os fobrarian.” 


the petition Assistant Attorney 
ews! Dale Conver haidhed the case, 
amu repated an scab he come buss, 
Din don ord, Chie pulser isdaecl if tiwer set be wil 
the ooullection was oppoead by the 
state, It wann't, ama the cal was dewe 

Comer std District July Steve 
Davin weighed several factors, includ - 
ing that if the council had verted for the 
sake, is menbers would surely knew if 
it hud publle support. Also, Comer 
muted, the sales procesds were to bens 
efit the public 

Despute the legal gymnastics, the 
court praweding didnt deternune the 
legality ul Uve collection'’s sale. Gores 
satel if wan") a questo pot bedi the 
court and, hus, wad naserr an base. 

“Hasacally,” said Chmaha attorney 
Horace Reynolds fV, “they found peu 
ple who would go along with them 
and railroaded lt through.” 

Reynolds Aled a suit questioning 
the legalicy of the sale a3 on Omaha cit- 
igen, Alihvwigh the collection belongs 
tothe public, his case way thoown vit 
Ran the Curt ane Reynolds was- 
n't an “Interested y.” Only the 
Reed family cou aa ay ie mem 
bery remain hesitant to 
expensive legal Sarthe that aaa in all 
probability, end wp uv he Slate 
suprenwe Cuurl. 

"it's a legal oophimare,” son Keb 
Withwi a mutt ottision addn-ining 
Ihe leypalety oof thus sale, the ability of the 
env hii auction the collertain remains 
8 Lips opeievtle nn Ie" 5 priuible a a law- 
suit rieald be brought after the sale and 
therrity he fiopma mee lherbte tor ilegally 
peeing he Cul ler tiei at 

Andres Rod Been crafted tis give 
the oppearinee of dive prytess, pre- 
sumably teavedd challempes, Kelsa 
sella, Phe sturads by his wipinwiny (hit thy 
wile would be alleygall. 

Aklermon Prank Clielenew was 
the City Couacil’s ale vliseviitiny vide 
int Juaary. 

~b cxetteidher seelliaag tue Cool ben ticwt ay 


will,” Clititvmsen sal. “il was given 
toe Le cely tie be hell os trust This col- 
lon would be inopeesible ti dupli- | 
tilt haley arch ts a wonderful pice vf 
pritiiss hernia tor Camahs ” i 

C bartsberisert ce yt with 409 alter 
nko phan foe rade the £0 mien 
meee wilt sacrificony: the odlee- 
Gon wily ony bunds This 
Lined poset dards veel be alltel 
by lhe oy diver the net sia poor. 
Aber cole cotticials, ewer, were 
oriberes tind caaly toy Uha* pathy cf least 
resintarta Thuy wr aniten! the nwiney 
mew. Tie cil is tev he aed 

Tl reerains Ur Rr se be dt pers 
(tb thes wb tts et wera) ae Anne te tied 
Niimsimiddisis wl Bias! relies have 
(oe Dooce a Lievealila: De rrr om rer us Tiara ie 
vlan! cerly chaylic atin. suk ayer Cub 
the juctoan blk. Bue as Reels wil! 
sliuliiad, wll tupticatesd aerifacts have 


ffevurtoal ich AT heres = —— 


| Lhurritees, an (rah liheirhain, ween flac \ 
(thes on ae et, 10, 1445, certified! letter 


“Fat wl iluphvale Armerican cens wag 


pryne 


eidikaiait Cee Aa nmay Kar 





freak ol faith al uvberl uf Rewil's \ 


Burger has stated the vnly cui comsit- 


ered exirmpl Frum sale es he Cerna lee 
iver idler, Ae then newerad hire, 
saying city official, will accept any 
prevpurstts for comiateratin, inclucling 
the 1AM alla 

“Nua hing has been excluded, nua 
ipecsfically. The 1404 dellar isn’t going 
ne but we're trying mat te pre 
judge. We want to wet ideas aod we'll 
Kalen (er davy supe lives,” bie su 
says. 

“Cart let arryeote bell yom Uiey're 
toa seller Le crear ol there rup,” 
Frank Christensen warns. Numisenats.! 
Glorna Chen ayreect: “They want tia 
met GT millian, but they l| ned to sell 
even More ki cwer auctloming cists. 
Tes pet that much maney, they re gn 
bo have to auction the gewad stuff. hed | 
if they sell the beet items. why buther 


be keep just just the junk?” — 
tr oteniag companies 


include Sutheby's Chinstie’s. Bowers & 
Merena Galleries. Superior Galleries 
and Butterfneld d Dutturfield. 


‘eels weete eof cel aral whery ews 


ings och ulead fer med-fanuary. 
Aasionina ws et fue Ube felled Lb, 

Of Une $3 mull the Western 
Hetilage Museunt om fo receive from 
the collections sale, S000) will a 
inn mew echihits with the balince guiny 
toward enwironmtental cunts like 
meine aif conditioning amd humidi- 

fers. 


City actions asice, ot is surprisin 
Western | leritage Museum would * 


accept money from the cullection's 
sale. According to the Dex, 3. 94, 
ori! Aowriite, “Seluewware tule 

wens he inh Chicie Cualles tie ork prukrlen 
trivet diel aren't papper Lor sell buen - 
Civeh hese rane ail sri Lark sane - ben 
pa fw soy tia bal oy cyrmalie nin. 
This fube as stated on the cone if ethics 
iM diet Assuntos od Aut Alusearn 
Liruchers, Use feading praise ww al 
Hariieatiey ber Armericccin. art nme 


LirTis. Dinah wees Vialame: Fret tile are 


subject tu ‘nwprinwaind, suspension own 
ea pulse from the ase eclativen,“” 

While the Western Heritage is not 
OA Ot Misc, the trp licateens Ate 
¢leat Why, then, would the museum 


, Aaepe raney cvsulting from actin in 


oppesition hewikely accepted muscu 
wthecp? 

Silber, Ure mriiacuatl s raereeve va 
the clean, peeponthid [he the eyed 
lective ta merely www uy toe eter 
Heritage, ancl the city is reppruiseble fw 
its dispel, The meupeuin fae re ave 
trl aver He duis, abe aaa. 

That thie culy arttwatala bs lia rrant he 


Vita ind drwateed willie i 


testes to Beth oleae dod coneletenit. 
Poe 105 vette, Ovens palitacal lewd « 
ere hee veewast Me Myre Raval 
Colles tony ap a stespomabely asswl, Chewy 
have cele eppertwcnly aller wgpum 
tuhaty tee yee fuer, Cwtiwte dra! uirket 
this valuable daowt. Althonagh there are 
Alte feralevens tee ge uidterpe Uwe cooblen toe, 
caty Aachen wanudal a other sell al sob Ul ney 
Posed rin boc al iain Cie danpeay lwerin 
the city oar henper pow, Such 
the shvrt-sigtviend thinking ef car erty’s 
heuer. wuts is ive biscairy lett dow crue 
ihidiwn 
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GETTING MARRIED 
& NEED A 


WEDDING RING SET? 





COMPUTERIZED DLAMOND SEARCH 
Fer The Lowest Pricing Available 

“ 

CONVENIENT NORWEST FINANCING 

With Easy Payment Plans 
¥ 
ONE-OF- A-KIND DESIGNS 
By The Area’s Best Custom Jeweler 
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OMAHAS BEST WEDDING RING SETS 
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includes Limousine Service, hs 
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Daub Recommends Firm 
To Auction Reed Pieces 


BYXYLE hUVCMILLAN 
AOA HERALD STARE Wa ER 

A portion of the City of Omaha's 
Byron Reed coin and document collec- 
Hon could be sold this fall if the City 
Council upproves the WUCTION henise tue 
Mayer Dau revommended Wednesda, 

ive-imember comuuttee of ci ¥ om. 
vials under Dauh's direction ‘chose 
Christie's, a New York City auction 
house, and its wholly owned subsidiary. 
opink America, to handle the $3 § mil 
lion sale, 

Of that amount, $3 million would 
fulfill the city’s Pledve to the $22 million 
renovation and expansion under way at 
the Westem Heritage Museum, where 
the collection is housed. The remaming 
$500,000 would be applied to auction 
expenses and care of the collection, 

The proposal from Christie's und 
Spink was one of pine received by the 
aaty. Five firms were invited to Omaha 
for interviews and Presentations. 

“Tt wasn’t an easy choice,” said Ken 

UNZET, Assistant city allomey, “but we 
thought Christie’s-Spink overall present- 
ed 2 proposal that most conformed to 
our objectives both for the collection anc 
the museum and that simply did the job 
Dest.” 

He said the Proposal most effectively 
met the cily’s gouls. which inches 
MAmtaning the collection’s excellence 
and making sure it fits into the educu- 
Uonal mission of the musey m. 

Bunger estimated that roughly 2,00K) 
of the 16,000 comms, medals, preces of 
paper muney, books and MaANuscnpts in 
the Reed collection would be sold. He 
said that one-fourth to one-third of the 
$3.5 million probably would be raised 
through the sale of hooks und manu- 
seripts and the rest would coine trom the 
4uCtION of coins and paper money, 

Christie's and Spink did not recom- 
mend the sale of Reed's |sn4 silver 


dollar the most valuable OMecE un 
the collection, said James Lamb. a Chins. 
ties Vice president, Hunger said the Crny 
'S ROC Panning to sell the coin, 

In iidetition. Lamb sas Ihe nroposal 
does not reccomend selling any of the 
235 pattern coins. Some af these ftesin 
PPotoly nes Welk QGUDLOT Jud aime Wey 
Hot. Most experts consider the patterns 
to be the most LEPOrtant mart of the 
collection 

“It's very unlikely thet any af the 
patterns will he sold.” Hunger said. 

Neither T nor Lamb would dis- 
Cuss other details of the auction plan, 
which imeludes recommendations on 
wavs that the collection could be exh; bit- 
ed following the sale. 

Although the auction 
by Christie's and Spink is comprehen- 
sive, both Bunger and Lamh Sud, it is 
Nexible enough to include ideus from the 
public, | 

Al the council ie ing and in the 
following one to two mon 5 when a sale 
list is made final, Bunuer said, city and 
auction house officials will be Open to 
SURSESIIONS of spevific objects to he 
included in or excluded from the sale. 


by the City Council, Bunger said i, 
pronebiy will be on the council's agenda 
‘eb, 27 or March 5. Details of the plan 
will be made public at a council bnefing 
shortly before the snvetin 2. 

“We'll be fairly specific.” Bun er said. 
“in the presentation tw the council of 
Soin Of Uie major items (tu he sold), so 
there's no quesnon, We'll be upfront 
about i I think what we're doing will be 
Very acceptable to many of the cntivs.” 

_ the auction of a portion of the Byron 

Reed collection has attracted nalionwide 
interest among collectors because of its 
stoned history, The Omahy real estate 
developer assembled his holdings in the 
[9th century and bequeuthed them to the 
city in 1891: 


oe 
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Council OKs Reed Auction Plan 


The City Council approved an agree- 
mont Tuesday with Cimeue’s, a New 
York auction house, to sell part of the 
Byron Read collection. 


Council members said, however, that 
they waat to be informed of the continu- 
ing discussions between Christie's ana 
the Daub admunistration about winch 
items from the 16,000-piece collection of 
coins. books and autographs will be 
auctiuned. 


Council Vice President Frank Chris- 
tensen pushed for a detailed list of 
auction items, bul administration offi- 
ciuls und the auction house assured hun 


that the ugreement set strict parumeters 
for choosing tems to he nuctioned. 

They also pledged lo iaclude memners 
of Byron Reed's family, Western Heti- 
tave” Museum professionals and other 
interested parties in lhe discussions 
about which tems would be sold. 

Christie's and its subsidiary Spink 
America plan to auction a portion of the 
Reed collection in October. The city 
hopes to raise $3.5 millon Y selling a 
portion of the collection. which is kept at 
the Western Heritage Museum. The city 
would use the funds to fulfill its pledge 10 
help fund a $22 million renovation and 
expansion of the museum. 


Plan Submitt 


RY JENA JANOVY 
WORLD -HFRALL STAPF WAITER 


Representatives of a New York auc- 
tion house told the City Council Monday 
that they would carefully select rtems to 
sell from the Byron Reed collection while 
preserving Reed's legacy and collecting 
SCMIeVeme»;ntis. 

The council will consider today wheth- 
er tO approve a proposed conuignmen 
agreement with Chnstie’s auction house 
and its wholly owned subsidiary Spunk 
America, 

If the agreement is approved, Chns- 
tie's would auction a portion of the Reed 
collection over three days in October — 
two ua New York City and one in 
London — after taking some of the coins 
on a world tour so that collectors in 
Europe and Asia can see them. 

The city hopes to raise $3.5 million by 
selling a portion of the Reed miieaion 
which is kept at the Western Heritage 
Museum. The city would use §3 million 
to fulfill its ec to help fund a 
$22 million renovation and expansion of 
the museum. The rest would go for care 


parucu 
should 


nich 


nents of the proposed sule, 
y Reed's relatives, say ihe city 
follow through with Reed's 


Some 0 















ret . 


about 5,400 of the items. 

Although a final list of pieces to be 
auctioned has not been given to the 
council, a number of the coins and 
manuscripts were identified Monday tna 
preliminary proposal. : 

Among those are five coins on display: 
an 1829 five-dollar piece valued by 
Christie's at $300,000 to $400,000; an 
1838 five-dollar proof valued at $200,000 
to $300,000; and an 1875 three- — 
proof set valued at $200,000 to $300, M 

Christie's has recommended that the 
city also sell a 1796 quarter eagle. an 1864 
quarter eagle and a 1797 smull eagle 
half-dollar. 


tm all, Christie’s and Spink récom- 
mended selling most or all of the 4.300 
ancient and foreign couns that we 1 
storage und uted by Chrisuie’s io be 
“poor grade”; some of the U.S. couns and 
oroofs that are in storage: and the five 
cous on dispisy, 


Tames Lamb, president of Soimk. a%- 


sured the council that the city would be 


lett with the most famous coms from 
Reed's collection: his special collection 
of 335 pattern coms aad most or his U2 
collection. 

City officials and representatives of 
Christie’s and Spink have not recon 
mended the sale of Reed's 1804 silver 
dollar, the most valuuble object in the 
collection. 

Christie's has recommended auction- 
ing about 350 of the 1,100 manuscripts 
and hooks, including a Wuslungton 
Mount Vernon disuilery iedger and an- 
autographed manuscript of Noah Web- 
ster 


All the historical tems relating to 
Omaha and Nebraska, anything ad- 
dressed to Byron Reed and op Rt ann 
of signers of the Declaration of Indenen- 
dence would remain in Omaha. 


ed to Sell 2 of Reed Items | 


of the remaiuder of the collecuoa and for 
auctiun expenses. 


-—— 
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Consultant Advises City 
To Clean Reed Collection 


A consultant said Tuesday that in 
order to receive top dollar at auction, the 
City of Omuha should professionally 
clean the Byron Reed coin collection, 
which is housed at Western Hentage 
Museum. 

L.W. “Butch” Vosioh, a coin specialist 
with the Smuthsonan Insutution, said 
the silver coins and many other items in 
the Reed collection were in poor condi- 
tion. 

“If they're not cleaned properly,” 
Vosluh said, “the city won't get the vice 
it could.” | 

Vosioh, who works with the National 
Numismatic Collection at the Southson- 
ian, has been an unpaid consultant to the 
city. 

Nine auction firms submitted propos- 
als Monday to seil a portion of the Reed 
collection, which contains more than 
16,000 coins, paper money, historical 
documents.and manuscripts. 

Byron Reed was an Omaha real estate 
dealer and financter who died in 1891. 
His collection, which was bequeathed to 
the city, has been valued at about 34 
million. 

The city intends to sell a portion of the 
collection to raise $3.5 mullion. 

Of that amount, $3 million would be 
contributed to the $22 million museum 
renovation. About $5100.00) would cover 
the city’s auction capenses and future 
preservation of the remaining items in 


Sarpy Official Ponders 
Question of Courthouse 
‘Sarpy County Commissioner Tim Gay 
ulled u resolution regarding the court- 
ouse expansion off the County Board’s 
agenda ‘Tuesday, saying he needed more 
time to discuss Lhe issue with his fellow 
board members. 


Gay said he would probably put the 
item back on the agenda neal week. 
“[ figure I'd it off until I have 


more: information,” Gay said “Better 


— 


‘MetroBriefs | 


not cet people in an uproar over it yet.” 

The Sond last ae approved a 35.4 
million architectural proposal to expand 
the courthouse. and authorized its chair- 
man to contract with a bond counsel to 
guide the financing of the project. 

‘That acnon has stirred controversy. 
Some residents and al least two comums- 
sioners would like to see the cost of the 
project reduced. 


Dispute Over House 
Leads to Fast Exit 

Richard Getzschman is out but not 
down after the latest round in a contunu- 
ing fight over ownership of a house at 
7145. 30th St. 

Getzschman and his wife, JoAnn, 
moved out of the house Monday after 
Robert Light, who also claims to own the 
house, showed up to change the locks 
and post “no trespassing” signs on the 
oe bought the property last year £ 

Light t the property last year lor 
$1300 from the Douglas County Land 
Reutilization Committee, which takes 
custody of iand that has been foreclosed 
for tax purposes and sells it , 

In August, a District Court judge ruled 
that Light legaily owns the house. That 
ruling puzzics Getzschimun, who says 
that he bought the house on a land 
contract in 198% from his cousin. 

When Light showed up al the house 
Monday, Getzschman zalled police. 

“T'told them that he was trespassing,” 
Getzschman said. “But they called 
downtown and then said that, n0, I was 
the one who was trespassing and that I 
had to move out. They gave me (hice 
hours to divi.” 

Getzschman’s attorney. James Sher- 
rets, said that even though the judge 
ruled for Lizht, there had been no legal 
eviction process, 
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July 1, 1496 


Mr. Ken Bunger 

Assistant City Attorney 
City of Omaha 

1819 Farnam St., Suite 804 
Omaha, NE 68167-0804 


Dear Ken, 


I appreciate being able to view the potential sales sheet of the Reed Collection. 
A copy of my analysis is enclosed; you will note that I put a star in front of the 
items that should have been kept for the people of Cmaha. This amounts to 60% of the 
list. 


In May of 1994, shortly after the WORLD-EERALD announcement of Western Reritage's 
renovation, the museum sent out a copy of the announcement to its members. It stated 
that "The Western Heritage Society has requested the city provide some of the money for 
the renovation project by selling a portion of the Byron Reed Collection that is not on 
display." A March 5, 1906, WORLD-HERALD article states "autographs of signers of the 
Declaration of Independence would remain in Umeha.” 


Despite these sta tements, my analysis shows that 21 mamscripts out of the 5% 
on display are on the sale list. Two of the signers are on the sale list. Also, over 
the yeurs, the Reed collection has been described as containing au*ogracha of ali of the 
Presidents from Washington through Cleveland. My analysis shows that seven Presidents 
would be taken from the line of succession. 


Apparently, none of the books are to be sold. This means that Ceorge Washington's 
ledger will stay as it was not listed. However, it would not be appropriate to consider 
selling it since it was on display. 


I wait to hear from you before I take my findings to the City Council as to the 
items that were not to be sold as publicly stated. It's a sac Fourth ot July as we 
commemorate what our Founding Fathers did for us. 


Aa ever, 
Kathleen A. Beat 


635 SO 93 St. 
Omaha, NE 68114 
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Continued from Page 1 
housed. The remainder would be used to 
cover the expenses of the sale and to take 


care of the collection left in Omaha. 


Lamb expects the sale to not only 
attract the world’s top com and docu- 
ae collectors but also others a 
mi i get Caught up in the excitement 
the sale and histary of the collection. 

To pique interest, a selection of the 
coins and documents to be sold is being 
shown in previews for prospective 
buyers. Such events have taken place in 
Japan, Hong Kong, Singapore and Loa- 


_ Previews in the United States are sct 
for Sept. 11 in Dallas and Sept. 12 and 13 
im Chicago, In addition, Byron Reed sale 
lots will be the centerpiece of the Lon 
Beach (Calif-) Coin Convention Sept. 1 
through 22, an annual event that is 





Byron Reed Auction 
Estimated Auction Proceeds: 
B@ Ancient and foreign coins: 
$500,000-$600,000 


§ Condition rarities, proof Ameri- 
can coins: $1.5 million-$1.8 mit 
lion 


@ Five American coins from pub- 
lic digplay: $700,000-$800,000 - 
@ Manuscripts: $500,000-$1 mil- 
lion 

B Total: $3.5 million-34.3 million 










expected to draw 300 dealers and tens of 
thousands of collectors. 
Christie's § Offices around the 


= 


world are pitchme the story to hi 
cultural and business publications of all 
kinds. Such specialty periodicals as Coin 


World have run a number of stories on 
the sale. 

The identities of mest of the lots will 
be made publ: in installments in an 
attempt to squeeze oul as much at 
= = An ee. = og Wi 
RC ty background an photo- 
ep ine assembled, and James 

uid it should be made available about 
four weeks before the sale, 

Other publicity efforts include a 10- 
minute video on the collection as well as 
advertisements both in Christic's in- 
house publications and such periodicals 
as the New York Times, the London 
Times, American Heritage and South 
China Morning Post. 
on ional efforts ¢ 
he oni 


that | 


more than 100 $, Never since Reed's 


death in 189]. In addition, stress is | 
placed on the goals and mission of the | 


of the coins as well as the fact | 
ave not been on the market in | 


| Spink America to 


Advertising Hype Precedes 
Christie’s Sale of Ree 





d Coins 


Patterns, Territorials 


Won’t Be Auctioned 


BY KYLE MACMILLAN 
WORLD-MERALD STAFF WRITER 
Two of the rarest and most impor- 
tant sections of Byron Reed’s famed 
coin and document collection will not 
be part of the October sale of a 
portion of ins collection. 

None of Reed's 335 patterns — 
never-circulated com , — 
will be sold, said James Lamb, presi- 
dent of Spink America, which is 
auctioning the collection in conj 
tion with its parent company, Chr 
e's. 

“The group is unique, The patterns 
are truly a one-of-a-Lind rescence fx 
the study of U.S. coi develop- 





ae 


and 


handle the auction as well as their sale 


historical, | ee 


Christie’s 


In addition to the patterns, none of 
the collection’s territorial coins will 
be sold, including Reed’s unusual 
pioneer gold coins such as his Dubosq 
and Co. gold piece. | 

The most valuable single object in 
Reed's collection, an 1804 silver dol- 
lar, also will remam in Omaha. Just 
15 of these coins are known to exist. 
Onc was auctioned in 1989 for 


| $990,000, 


“Obviously,” Lamb said, “a certain 
amount of moncy has to be raised. 
Bearing that in mind, we tried to 
devise a strategy for selection, if you 
like, which essentially left Byron 
Reed's favorite coins mm Omaha and 
left ~ collection as much intact as 

ic. 5 
About 420 lots of American coins 


prot — regular-issue coins minted 
for callectors and never circulated, 


. “Byron Reed was ahead of histime | 


certain 


to a extent,” Lamb said. “He 








duced. The difference between a coin 
of moderate value and a coin of | 
high valuc will be the condition.” 

these selections, Lamb 
said, will be five lots, stars among the 
300 coins that have been on display at 
the Western Heritage Museum. These | 
include an 1838 gold $5 half-eaple, 
the only known example in proof | 
state. premocr lots are expected 
to fetch a total of $700,000 to 
$900,000. ’ 

“You've got lo have something in 
there that not only focuses attention 
on the sale but also that provides big 
Chunks of value, You have to. You 
just can’t get $3.5 million without 
doing it,” Lamb said. 

logether, the auction firms ex- 
1 the American coins to ate 
een $2.2 million and $2.7 mil- | 
lion. | 
About 4,000 of the 4,500 of the | 
collection's ancient coins and forcipn 
coins will be sold, earning an estimat- 
ed $500,000 to $600,000. Unlike the | 
American coins, Reed did not collect 
these systematically and was not 
concemed about condition. 

Reed is believed to have been Jess 
interested in autographs and manu- 
scripts, because he did not acquire 
examples of the same rarity as his — 
coms and he did not pursuc them 
with the same intensity. 

About 110 documents in Reed's 
collection that relate in some way to 
Omaha and Nebraska will not be 
sold, In addition, a tative se- 
oe oS as i = 
Declaration of Independence will be 
retained, including examples by John 
Hancock, Benjamin Franklin and 


About 350 manuscripts will be sold 
including a leather-bound ledger in 


which Washington kept rec- | 
ords for his plantation distilkey at 


a Mount Vernon, Together, these ob- | 


jects are expected to raise $800,000 to 
$1 million. 


CIA Ranrd Seiil Avensina Gees Flaten. 
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Advertising ype Precedes 


Christie’ S Sale of Reed Coins 


BY KYLE 
it All 


MAC MILLAN 
HERALD ST ht An Lid 

ne of the world’s top auction 
ouses 1s culling mut ail the stons to 
Jromote a “andmurk” Cctoner sale of 
1 Sortion of the 3vron Reed com and 
document collection owned Dy the 
Laty of Omuahu. 

Cificuals at Clunistie’s and tts subsid- 
lary, Spink Amenca. make av anelc- 
aes for trying +o stimulate as much 
*xcitement as possthle anout che auc- 
on. : 

“Had this sale occurred at the ume 
av Ree’s deat un 1Y41, it would have 
Seen 4 iTuly extraordinary event, The 
foct that the collection has heen ee 
away for 105 vears mmkes the 
AMmemica sale even more spectacular.” 
trummected a Ciarisne’s press release. 

The auction, which it is estumated 
wil] ruse 33.3 milion to 34.3 million. 
1S ardly record-setting in size. But 
Chnistie’s officials expect it to attract 
considcrubie imterest because of 
Reed's stoned oluce un the annais of 
com coilecting, 

“it's a hig deal, because Byron 
Reed's name is weil-<nown and hus 
collecuon 1s well-known. That's really 
why peopie are looking forward to 
this,” said James Lumb, president of 
opink America. 

Reed, an Omaha real-esiate devel- 
oper and city official, | one of 
the cousieys foremost collectors mn 

century, accumulating more 
than 16,000 coms, medals, bills, books 
wnt MANUSCTIDtS. 

AA lore has grown up around the coin 


collection necquse it Was one : 

‘cw Of Its significance on ashlis “ew 
surlier Uins century. when researchers 
wrote some of the tLrst reference bowks 
7 COs. 


In accdinon. Reed took sart in the ~ 


famed awe of the 2arnmelce coilecnon 
in 1390, purcaasing a coveted 1304 
silver (just 15 are known Io 
EXINt}, which became the centerpiece 
of lus collection. 

About 750 documents and 4men- 
can coins from Reed's collection wil 
he sold during a two-dav sale on New 
York City. About 225 af the most 
valuable lots will be auctioned Oct. 3 
in 4 gala event at Canstie’s auction 
room at S02 Park Ave, The rest will se 
sold the following day. 

About 4,000 of Reed's 4.500 ancient 
and foreign coins will be auctionca 

Oct. 10 in London, which is consid- 
ered a more favorable market for coins 


of that kind. 
Of the 33 milion would 
go toward fuifilling the city’s pledge us 


Seip fund a 522 mullion renovation 
and expansion woder way at the Weat- 
Museum, where the col- 


_ em Heritage 
lettin a heaned. ‘The teenpincee 


would be used to cover the expenses of 
the sale and to take care of the 
collecuon left in Omaha. 

Lamb expects the sale to nat oniy 
attract the world’s top com and docu- 
ment collectors but ~~ who 

it nm CXCItcmcnht 
ar che alo aad blbscey of Tae Soler 


ton. 
To pique Interest, a selecuion cf the 


vind and decuments to he sold is 
eine shown iN previews for oroscec:- 
ve QUVEDS. Such events lave Giken 
Tice Japan, Hung Aung, Amgarcre 
200 Ondo. 

Prev EWS LI he | tited States ares a 
for Seow. i] ua Dullus and sent. | 2 and 
‘Sin Cimeago. io addition, Byron 
Reed sale ‘ots will be the centerpiece 
of the Long Beucn (Cair,) Com Con- 
vention Sept. 13 chrough 22, an annuul 
sveTT that tg expemed to draw 200 
@eaiers and thousands ct 
collectors. 


ieTES «UT 


Canstic’s “ress OTfices around the 
world are Dileuny the stery to hystor- 
cu. cultural and business oublicativiys 
of all kinds. Such spaciaitv periodicals 
a5 Com ‘Vorld aave run a number ot 
stores on the sale. 

The identitics af most of the lots wl! 
be made oublic in installments in am 
AEMPt (6 sGueeze out as much pub- 
aeity us posstbie, An auction cataioz 
with scholarly buckground and caler 
Dhotoeraphs '5 2emg assembled, and 


James said it should be made available 
about four weeks oefore the sale. 


Cther publicity erfors imeciude a 
1Q-munute videw cn the collection as 
well as advertisements both in Chiis- 
aes in-house publications and wch 
periodicals as the New York Times, 
the London Times, American Her,- 
tave and South China Morning Post. 

promotional efforts emphasize 
the quality of the coms as weil as the 
fact that they have not been on the 
market in more than ]00 vears, never 
since: Reed's death m [891. 





YALUABLZ CC 
sold 5 tadl-acie 
value of $200,000 


Syron Feed At 





Samole oat \tem 
2stimated auciticr 
B i328 oroct goic 

*200,000-$300.:: 
BO S7 silver >aili- 
i317 20, 000-351 80, 0! 
B¢7S3 pait-cent 
$20,000) 

Bi 734 George vv 
$25,000-535,00C 
W 1363 Accert E. 

$12,000.78, 00¢ 

B+T55-1796 Gar 
laager ($25, 000- 


Estimeted Auc 
3 Ancient and ic; 
$500,500-$600, 51 
B Coenceiticn rarit 
San coins: 514m 
on 
B Five American 
lic display: 5700,C 
B Manuscripts: 5: 
ion 


@ Total 33.5 mill: 





Bellevue Cuts Bus Routes With Few R: 


BY KENDRICK @LACKWOOD 
WORLG-HERAL D STAFF WAITER 





Fewer | huses will tumble down Seile- 
vue streets alter mid-September. 

The Sellevue City Council voted Mon- 
day to elimunate those Metropolitan 


Area [ 


‘yansit bus routes that served fewer 


than five nders a dav. 


The decision made ot least one rider 


fuppy amd was fermed “a start” by 
Councilman Ed Babbitt. 


The caty's bus contract saith MAT was 


rewiewed after Public Works Director 


Derinv 
The Sax “were 
evar. 


dittker Aecame concerned that 
rearing up feilevie Sou- 
S1iker Commesionad Ww own 





Ms. Everett Re-Enters Race 


BY DONNETTE DUNBAR 
Wah Da lf, Arr We JER 

Bellevue City Councilwoman Kay 
Everett is back in the Sarpy County 
Board race, 

Mis. Everett, who withdrew from 
the District 3 race im March, sad 
Monday that she will run against 
Tom () Hara in November, She will 
replace Put Sullivan, whe curlicr this 
month withdrew tus cid tor the seat, 
inne sone WHE WMsInic con 


=e 
tl ‘., rh ma pen me F vee SSP eBse oe uy yee ' 
ote Sa ia ¥ i ? Ab is b 


sad her career and family would 
make it difficult for her to vive the 
board proper attention. i 

Mis. Everett, “ho 1S an i¢tount 
eoordimutor and office munaver with 
the advertising. marketing aid com- 
munications firm mn Lincoln und 
Omaha, 

Sullivan said he approved of ims 
TUR LMOCMTCTHL. 

“T think she is the mest -nable 
cancdate out there.” Sailivun sud. 

Sint laa been venutmedy oencemed 


Oul io the \ sity m 
took Lisltiker § un 
wound 4 allenic: 
The chanres 
tud-Septemmer. L 
that tone Lo orn 
the nublic Iwill 
coordinate with 1 
Rabi aud 
would continue 
and make Mlore c:: 
Another issue 
Monday was 4 
wcutheast of 251 

Aoad, 
The counce ar 
ore pmnary 


She 
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coin and 
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4s subsid- 
no apolo- 
as much 





t the tome 
suid have 
vent The 
en locked 
"he Spink 


collection hecausc it was one of the 
few of its significance on public view 
éarher this century, when researchers 
wroie some of the first reference hooks 
on coins. 

In addition. Reed took part in the 
famed wih coe the Parmelee ae a: 
im IRM) ‘say ew a coveted IRM 
silver do (just 15 are known to 
exist), wiuch became the centerpiece 
of ms collection. 

About 750 documents and Amen- 
can coins from Reed's collection will 
be sold during a two-day sale in New 
York City. About 235 of the most 
valuable lots will be auctioned Oct. 8 
in a gala event at Christie’s auction 
room at 502 Park Ave. The rest will be 
sold the following day. 


About 4,000 of Reed's 4,500 ancient 
and foreign coms will be auctioned 
Oct. 10 in London, which is consid- 
ered a more favorable market for cous 
of that kind. 

Of the proceeds, $3 million would 

0 toward foiflling the c s pledge to 
2 fund a $22 aoe seo on 
expansion wider way ai the West- 
ern Heritage Museum, where the col- 


would be used to cover the capenses of 
the sale and to take care of the 
collection left m Omaha. 

Lamb expects the sale to not only 
attract the world’s top coin and docu- 
ment rates but age others who 
murht fet caught up in the excitement 
of the sale and history of the collec- 
on 

To pique interest, a selection of the 


coms and documents to be sold is 


being shown in previews for prospect- 
ive buyers. Such events have taken 


- place in Japan, H K Smgapore 
ad Lowtioe mes 


Previews mn the Linited States are set 
for Sept. 11 in Dallas and Sept, 12 and 
13 in Chicago, In addition, Byron 


Reed sale lots will be the centerpiece | 


of the Long Beach (Cahif.) Coin Con- 
vention Sept. 18 22, an anoual 
event aa expected to draw 30) 
dealers and tens of thousands of 
collectors. 


Christie's press offices around the 
world are pi the story to histon- 
ee a publications 
of all kinds 5 
as Comm World huapaet dl aniaronpe: 
stones on the sale, 

The identities of most of the lots will 
be made public in installments in an 
attempt to squeeze out as much pub- 
heity as possible. An auction catalog 


with scholarly background and color — 


poorer is bem assembled, and 
ames said it should 
about four weeks before the sale. 


Other publicity efforts melude a 
}0-minute video on the collecuon as 
well as advertisements both in Chris- 
tic’s m-house publications and such 
periodicals as the New York Times, 
the London Times, Amencan Hen- 

ae South China Morning Post. 

promotional efforts em 
the quality of the couns as well as the 
fact that they have not been on the 
market in more than 100 vears, never 
since Reed's death in 1891. 


smade available — 

























VALUABLE COIN: 1838 proof 
pold SS half-cagie has an estimated 
value of $2101,000 to $300,000. 


Byron Reed Auction 


| Sample of items to be sold and 
| 1838 proof gold $5 halt-sagie 
(£200.000-$300,000) 

@ 1797 silver hall-dollar 
| ($120,000-$180,000) 
@ 1793 half-cent ($20,000- 
$30,000) 
@ 1784 George Washington letier 
($25,000-$35,000) 
lm 1863 Robert E. Lee letter 
($12,000-$18,000) 
@ 1795-1799 George Washington 
ledper (525,000-§40,000) 


Estimated Auction Proceeds: 
B Anqent and loreign coins: 
£500.000-£600,000 
— Condition rarities, proo! Ameri- 
ean coins: $1.5 milllon-$1.,6 mil- 
lian 
B Five American coins from put 
lie drsplay: $700,000-S900.000 
& Manuscnpts: $800,006-57 mil- 
lion 
@ Total: $3.5 million-$4.3 million 
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"BY DONN DONNETT E DUNBAR 
WORLD HERAL HeATAPE WHITER 

"Bellevue City Councilwoman Kay 
Everett is back in the Sarpy County 
Board race, 

Ms. Everett, who withdrew from 
the District 3 race in March, said 
Monday that she will run against 
Tom O'Hara in November. She will 
replace Pat Sullivan, who earlier this 
month withdrew his bid for the seat, 
citinp concern about possible con- 
flicts off interest involving hus work as 





Ms. Everett Re-Enters Race 


said her career and family would | 
make it difficult for her to give the 
board proper attention 


Ms. 


Everetl, 50, 1s an account 


coordinator and office manager with | 


the adverusing, marketing and com- 
munications firm in Lincoln and 
Omaha. 
Sullivan sad he approved of his 
acement. 
“T think she ws the most viabk 
candidate out there,” Sullivan said. 


“She has been a ee 
with the issues affecting Bellevpe and 


woul to the city in the early 1990s. but it 
took Hilfiker's ummative to bring it to the 
cone) & attenten. 

The changes won't take place until 
mud- September, Dunlap said, lt will take 
that lone to print new schedules, make 

_ the public aware of the changes and 
coordinate with the bus dmvers umon. 

Babbitt said he hoped the council 


would conunue to monitor ridership 


and make more changes if needed, 
Another issue that drew discussion 
Monday was a 7/-acré development 


southeast of 25th Street and Fairvicw 
Road. 


The council sighted the site plan and 
prehmunary OT Pilzrims 
which wont) goa have 202 houses and 16 
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OMAHA CITY CCUNCIL 
ALGUST 27, 1296 
oy hathIieen Fest 

Many people huve apeken in this room today, not only before the City Council, but 
also before the County Boara. I[t was our Founding Fathers who mace this possible for us 
30 Dany years Aygo. 

In humole appreciation of their efforts, we should xeeo intact our alaost-complete 
collection or the Signers of the Declaration of Indevendence. This means removing the 
zutograph of Thomaa Lynch from the auction List. We should alse keen intact our 
collection of Presidents. This means removing ceven of them from the auction list. 

Then, we owe a great teal to Lewis and Clark whe explorec the Missouri River basin 
in 1604. Some historians believe that they campec on our shores near 11th auc Farnam. 
Ecwever, the final decision is that they were on Iowa shores. Since tnis historic site 
has been taken from Netraska, we do have something lett if we keep the Lewis and Clark 
autowraphs off the sale list. 

i have spent the last two y2ars appearing before you in an effort to keep the best 
parts of the autosgrich collection in Omaha. I felt it was my duty as a citizen of (maha 

I REPEAT w HAT I SAID 2 Wks AGo 
and the United States. Thinga haven't gone well! [sixty percent of the choice items THAT 
are to go. The biggest disappintment am that fifty percent of the autograsha on display 
in the Reed Zoom are to go. The people of Omahs were deceived on this one! They were 
assured by the museum director and the city administration that nothing on display would 
be sold. UHcwever, we found out tao late that nothing is binding unless its in a legal 
document. Many of us didn't know this! 


Ta give us something to be happy about, I urge you to vote FUR this resolution. 


I'm pleased to be here to discuss a favorite subsect, the 3yron Reed collection of books 
and autographs. It was 30 years ago that I first saw this in the old library on Harney. 
I've been in awe of it ever since becauge it contains the oreserce of 36 nany neonle and 
events that shaped the histor; of the world. 

Today, I will dwell on the collection's futurm. us wou know, the Christie auction house 
of New York has been hired by the City of Omaha to stage a 33,000,000 rlus sale thas /AtXI/ dl de 
Lrglnde deed! 6/éoindl Yet. & = 10 in New York and Loncon. Thea sale will be on coins ana 
Ganuscripts. The boolta will no‘ be included because Christie's does's place mech value 
on them because of their declining condition. 

First. ag to the mamiscripts. Uut of a total of 832, just 727 are possibilities because 
105 are to stay here because they vertain to Omaha anc Nebraska. There are 182 Wanuscricts 
on the list. Out of this 60% are on ay liat of choice items that I'd lixe to stay in Omaha. 
wet me tell you about some of the gems that will be leaving. #{ Pica jas fear ) 

when the news first came out about the sale, the LCirsctor of Weatern ° 2rigage and a 
lity Attorny both stated in print thac> nothing on dianlay would be sold. Yet, 51% of the 
Ranuscriots on display are on the sale list. When I confronted the City Lezai Dest. about 
this recently, I was told that nothing is binding unless its in a legal document. I fourd 
this very disappointing that I can't believe what I read in the newspaper. This also mean: 
that it was alright fcr the sale list to contain the signatures of two Siwners of the 
Declaration of Independence even thougn it Mee i Diels ele. many years that the 
collection contained all but six of the Signers. This woula put the deficit to eight. 

It has also been in print for many ysars that the collection contains the autographs of 
all of the Presidents from Washington through Cleveland. The sale list would take away 
seven of these. 

Anuther item on the sales list as a result of not being obligated to keep everything 
in the Western Heritage Heed Room, is she Georre aca Ledger, The una 

"praisal on this was $10,000. #(PicGane of meme Hea | a 

AS you wold suppose, I was saddened by the sale list. Something wood had to hapren! 

50, last week, my huspnnd and I had a conference Hitn Seok wwcuena, He hun written to the 


auction house to ask that the two Siyners and the geven 2resicents be taken of? the list so 


a — 


has the peaple of Omaha can still be the owners of 50 of the Signers and all of the Presicents 
through Cleveland. fich alsxo approved when we told him we had contactea the director of 
Mount Vernon and told him about the George Washington Ledger that woulu Le auctioned and 
that we hoped Mount Vernon could buy it di rect. from the City of Omaiia. Uy now, our Mayor Daub 
has receivec a sroposal fron Mount vernon. #Q20tee.— Rodd Ce 

As to tne books that won't de gold, the list ia very interesting. The 1959 avrraisal 


. "a Al ?. re a 
on some of them is astounding — C 2uct aieaccT 12 tow Chic icecw \ 


2n conclusion, my hove for the future ia that Western Heritege pays more attention to 


the collection than they dic in the past. The dioplays should have been chenged three times 
too muck 
a year in ordter to kcep the rublic interested and to nrotect the items Yrom/light exposures 
+ Finally, 
Aa it was, the same exhibits were up for six years. /The City Council, as representatives 
continue to Wis/e¢piieetigk the Reed ccliection, which is the 
or the people, needs vo /ceep a watch on /tre = : , . ied 





eople's property. 


“tI also hope that a supervised study area will be developed for qualified scholars, maxinsx 


it like a Kare Book Library. 
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Daub Vetoes Withdrawal 


Ot Reed Auction Items 


| 2*f BYJENAJANOVY 
* WOALD-HEHALD STAFF WHITER 

Mayor Daub on Thursday vetoed a 
City Council resolution that would have 
kept some documents in the Byron Reed 
collection out of a planned auction next 
moath in New York City. 

In a letter to the council, Daub said he 
sympathized with the effort to withdraw 
the items from the auction but suid such 
a love would hurt the planned sale. 

-  Chiistie’s auction house has a to 
sell pieces from the Byron Reed collec- 
ion to raise $3.5 million to $4.3 million. 
Of the total, $3 million would help the 
city fulfill a pledge to pay a share of a $22 
million renoyauion project at the West- 
cm Heritage Museum, where the collec- 
tion is kept. The remaining $500,000 
would be applied to auction expenses 
and care of the coBection, ‘ie 

At the urging of Councilman Richard 
‘Takechi, the council voted 5-2 last week 
in favor of a resolution asking that the 
city withhold documents that include 
signatures from Thomas Lynch Jr, a 
signer of the Declaration of Indepen- 
dence, explorers William Clark and 
Meriwether Lewis: and Presidents James 
Madison, William Henry Harrison, John 
Tyler, James Polk, Millard -Fillmore, 
James _ Garfield .and -Chester Arthur. 
Council members Lee Terry and Brenda 

Council votedno, 9). , 

The council could overnde the veto 


a 
‘i— 


"moved, The auction experts 


with five votes, 
Takechi had argued that the items 
were important to Reed and therefore 
should be important for the city to retain, 
Takechi also said that Lynch’s signature 
was rare and that Lewis and Clark were 
important explorers with Nebraska ties." 
wb said he could have supported a 
more Limited resolution that deleted only 
the signature of Lynch. Daub said Take:: 


a i i ow 


chi’s resolution would “clearly have | 
dramatic negative impact on the on nd 
mission of getting this valuable co bce 
tion out of the basement of the museum 
and into a proper display so that all 
Omahans sien fe cily can 
enjoy its beauty and uniqueness.” ~ 
Reed was an Oahu real estate devel- 
oper and financier who died in 1891. His 
collection was bequeathed to the city. 
The collection contains more than 16,000 
coins, bills, manuscripts, autographs and 
historical documents that are part of the 
Reed collection. Christie's proposal in- 
volves selling about §,400 of the items. 
‘The auction will be held Oct, § and 9 in 
New York and Oct. 10 in London. Rs 
“The amount of money guarantced hy 
the auction house would clearly be in 
jeopardy” by removing the documents 
trom the ste Daub said. “The financial 
impact would likely be greater than just. 
the value of the particular pieces = 
ve indi- 


cated that, in their experience, when 


‘items are withdrawn it can diminish 


interest in the auction as a whole.” __ 4 


( 


september 7, 1996 


The Honorable Hal Daub 
Mayor of Omaha 
Omaha-Doug+45 civic center 
i919 Farnam St. 

omaha, NE 68193 


pear Mayor Daub: 


This is in regard to yesterday's newspaper article phat you are 
yetoing the withdrawal of some of the documents from the Reed auction. 
Are you aware that the collection didn't get Hout of the basement” ab 
western Heritage because the start didn't change the exlhibits- The same 
items were on display for six years: They should have been changed every 
four months 4s paper items shouldn't be out any longers and this would 
Wave been more interesting for the viewing public. Aliso, there wouldn't 
ave been 4 problem making new labels since the computes does such 4 
quick job of it. 


Are you aware that there was a good possibility of a special Reed 
Room axhibit in 1995 when we were eeleprabting the end of World War II. 

T had suggested that the autographs and pictures of some of the Signers 
would be appropriate since it was the spirit of Freecom that our soldiers 
were fighting for. The museum didn't have 4 special case or the personne 
for this, $9 t offered to fund it- It was turned down py the City of 
Omalia. 


Are you aware that there are some disgruntles omaha citizens who 
are very discourages with Western Heritage. One iady tald me she'd 
written to them several times in protest bo the sale. she did net recel 
a reply and has not renewed her membership- 


I would suggest this as 2 compromise to Richard Takechi's Resolutic 


KEEP IN SALE: The 2 of william Clark. (we will still have G:s:) 
3 of games Garfield, not all 4. 
f 
KEEP OUT OF SALE: Thomas Lynch, Meriwether Lewis, James Madison, 
William Henry warrison, John Tyler, James POLK 
Millard’ Fillmore, Chester Arthur 
i of james’ Garfiel¢ 


This compromise will result in a 1085 of about $7,000 which I have 
guessed after studying some auction catalogs. The way bhe sale is 
expected toa go, you will still make the needed $2,000,000 net. 


Honorable Hal Daub September 7, 1996 Page Two 


I urge you to give thought to my suggestions. I have spent the 
last Ewo years trying to save some of the best parts of the collection 
for the people of Omaha. We all owe so much to our predecessors, We 
wouldn't be living the good life of today if it hadn't been for then. 


Something else, Ehe people of Omaha are sacrificing their collection 
so that a private museum can benefit. If the people want to see what's 
theirs, they have to pay an admittance fee. 


As you pass by the picture of Byron Reed on the way into your 
Conference Room, remember that you wouldn't have this $3,000,000 
potential if it hadn't been for him. Therefore, please keer a bit of 
his collection themes -- The Signers and the Presidents. Also, please 
keep Meriwether Lewis because Nebraska miglit not have been known if he 
hadn’t been exploring the Missouri. 


With hope, 


Kathleen A. Best 
635 SO Ss ST 
Omaha, NE 68114 
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